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To * 

All those brave salclicrs and Citr'lia r. 7 

who 

Have been fighting on field o r  

Rotting in jails 

To maintain 

The eternal link o f  the 

Jammu and Kashrnir State 

with Bharat. 
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FOREWORD. 

I have read Prof .  Madhok's book with much 
in teres t  and have gathered much useful informltion. 
H e  has wri t ten  wi th  scfficient internal know ledgo 
of t h e  affairs of J a m m u  and Kashmir a s  h e  has  
s p e n t  many  years of his  life in  t h a t  State.  

T h e  s to iy  of Kashmir, as  told by birn, is really 
t h e  s tory  of t h e  glory of t h e  Indian trbops and 
humiliation of tha  Government of India. A s  t he  
t i t le  of t h e  book conveys, inspite of the  heroic 
deeds of our  trcops in t h e  most difficult terrain, t h e  
f a c t  remains tha t  t he  Government  of India has lost 
about  34,000 sq. miles of the  terr i tory of J a m m u  and 
Kashmir  and a population of about 11,00.000. ccnsist- 
ing of war-like people. As the  s tory  unfolds itself, 
it becomes clear tha t  t h e  invasion by the Pzkis tan  
troops was very  well planned and very ski l ful ly  
organized, w i th  t h e  result t h a t  a large par t  of t h e  
S t a t e  was over-run within a few days and Srinagar  
itself was on t h e  point of fall ing when  i n  the n ick  
of t ime our  troops arrived to save i t  and t h e  rest  of 

s 

t h e  valley. Another  point which has  been brought  
o u t  in this  l i t t le  book is, t ha t  tLe State  mas betrayed 
by some of its own Muslim subjects 2nd >Iuslim 
elements in  t h e  State  Army. Col. Narain Singh, 
w h o  commanded the  Battalion in  the  most vulnerable 



sector of iCoh3la and V u z a f f ~ r a b a d ,  was warned 
against the  trelrchery but he did not take the  
warning :ind ha t  implicit f ~ i t h  in the  loyalty of the  

Muslim personnel  in his E ~ t t J i o n .  He paid, as t he  
author llzs pointed out, a heavy price for h is 

cre lulit:;. I I e  was shot  dead in his own ten t  by his 
own ?dnsliln so1;iicrs. General R ~ j e n d r a  Singh was 
also l~etr,:~-c.:l 1):. hi.: hlusli~n solfliers who helped t he  
invaders !loth in i ront  c;nj in the  rent-, and fi&ting 
most g:rilantly loct his life in his at tempt to check 
the  on;.~lsh of the  invciers  When t h e  invdders 
reache;! B . ; r a rnu l~  the  District 0E:ar of thdt place 
joine:1 t l l u : ~ :  m is re\r  .;:!el b; the  invaders by 

1 ' securin;. r1.s . ~ p p o : n t m e n r  is Governor  of B ~ r a m u l a .  
S i rn i l~ r  th!nzs h ~ p p e n c  ! in the h o n c h  ~n l Gilgit 
 are^. ' i ' h e ~ e  i hcve  a good d e u  ' of 

8 7 i m p o r t ~ n c e  when one r2::~' into consideration 
the  f a s t  t h ~ t  there are  no f ewer  than  about 250 
 muslin^ o?cers  stili ser7::l; in the Indisn Army. 

It is d s c ~  m o x h  no t ins ,  th.:t, as pointed out by 
t he  ilz thcr ,  the L:.sh:ni:. 1.liii ti.: several thousands 
s t rong is dominr.ted by  con~munists.  a. vast majority 
of whom must  be  Muslims. The learned author has 

voiced t h e  feelings of ill-lns I n d i ~ n s  in  holding tha t  
i t  w ~ s  a ~nist:ilie on the p:xt of t h e  Indian Pr ime 
Minister to l c ~ o c l ~  a t  the door of U. W .  0. The 
author's view seems t o  be thnt no justice can be 

I 
expected from this q n ~ r t e r  as both England and 
America - Lire intcresterl in Gilgit as an important 
base and, they thinlr their interests would be better 



8erped bv Pa1;istzn t h a n  by the Govr!.nment of 

India. ~ o s t  Indians mill  again ;:grtt. : n th  t h e  
author in being mystified over  t h e  soc!tic~l c:ccrso-fire 
order, proclain1ed as a s e w  Year's gift to !',ikistan 

C 

on the 1st of January 19-19 when al l  the  r..;dors and 
their Pakis tani  corn r::tles 2nd le:r(l ers u - u e  on the 
point of being totally expelled from t h e  .J.Lrllnlu 
and i (ashn~ir  terr i to i ies .  This is  cr m:, ctcrr  which  
nobotly has been able to c11r:lvel ciurin? . i l  these 
twelve inonthu. 

7 . .  Sorne of t h e  Kashmiri  P ~ n d i t s  1 :,,icL l-.i:t.il:h 
- I Abdullc: in  t h e  ngit,:tion q a i n s t  t h e  1; -r-. . ,YO..-,  :;I- 

= .& - . .  merit and in rzising t h e  s!ognll I -, . <  rdr  
7- aashmiris".  But they lnliet h .r:. i.i.~:n - 117 

r- 3 disillcsioned st the  resul t  of thri: . . n. , c e  
v 

Kashrlliri r'clndits, r t c c ~ r c i n z  t o  the  : ::is- :. !:;.\-g 

been most hard hit  by t h e  rneasurrs  t..l;c-n 1 : : -  i h s  . ' 7" present  K a s h ~ n i r  G o v e ~ n m e n t .  l,!~ c of 
Government  services have  been c!osed -i;;<n t h o r n  

to m a k e  room for  t h e  Muslims and the?  find them- 
selves i n  grea t  economic dis t ress  itnd h a r e  i i l r e ~ d ~  
begun leaving Kashlnir i n  hundreds,  in search  of 
livelihood in India." 

T h e  au thor  hzs devoted a good deal of space to 

the discussion of t h e  present  day conditions i n  
Kashmir under  S h e i k h  Abdulla's Government  and  
h w  referred to t h e  so-called reforms. But he does 
not seem to  be ve ry  pleased with t h e  way administ- 
ra t ion  is being carried on  by Abdulla Gorernment .  
Sheikh Abdulla, ar; pointed o u t  by the  author,  ha i l s  

I iii 



R ashmiris as a Muslim people and Islam to  him is 
6 6 the Sun while all o ther  religions a re  ktars". 
Sheihh Abdulla's Government ha; also been 
described as a communists' paradise, as many of t h e  
key-posts a re  held by them. The  author's opinicn 
is tha t  t he  plans of t h e  communists a r e  to  use 
Kashmir a s  spring-board for making India red. 
They do not  want  tha t  Kashmir should either join 
India or  Pakistan. T h e  author's reading of the 
situation in Kashmir is tha t  Sheikh Abdulla himself 
has  dev-eloped a liking for  this communist point 
of view and would like to have Kashmir as ar, 
independent State under his heels. This uncertain 
at t i tude of Sheikh Abdulla and the  reiteration by 
the  Government of India of t he  provisions regarding 
plebiscite have, according to  the  author, made t h e  
position of J s m m u  and Kashmir one of great  un- 
certainty and suspense. The  author has enumerated 
a large number of benefits which the  State of 
Jammu and Kashmir stands to  derive from accession 
to  India, but h e  is not  certain as to  the final decision 
of the  people of Kashmir when an appeal is made 
to  them in  the  name of religion and their fanaticism 
has been aroused. 

T$e book is well wri t ten and will be found very 
useful by those.interested in t h e  fate of Kashmir 
bu t  are  not  quite well acquainted with i ts  politiczl, 
religious and economic background. 

G. C. Narang 



CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

h l ~ o u t  tw-o rea rs  have passed since : i c  ' f irst  
. . lantling of t h e  i i r- l~orne Indian troops a t  :he .'Jr:nagsr 

aerodrome, which forced the  Kashmir sroblem 
quddenly (In :he ~ r ~ e n t i o n  of rhe mho ie  ~ o r l d .  - 
The tribal-ccx-P?-ki.rini invasion of K a s l z i r ,  the 
Maharaja's hppeal fc;: ~ccess ion  ona aid ana :Ee India 

- .  . 
Government' i decision to respond to his c s ? .  :or aid 
and save Xashmir came in such rapid s~ccess ion  
and they aroused so much sympsrhg  and enr5l;siasm 
in the  Indian people for the  cause of the ;iople of 
the J ammu and Kashmir- state. that a fern koihered 
to  understand what  the problem really mas. 

F o r  the  Indian people in general the hashmir  
problem then, as now, meant the problem o i  saving 
the Jammu and Kashmir state from falling i n t o  the 
hands of Pakistan. They were conscious o i  Pakis- 
tan's ambitions and motives as expressed in rke pithy 

6 6 slogan Hans t e  lia Pakistan. lar ke ienge Hindu- 
stan" ( W e  hare obrsined Pakistan just in i-;n and 
will  take tthe rest of Hindusthan b y  fighting for  it. ) 
They were, theref ore. pleasantly surprised aci hum- 



oured b r  the firm stand taken by the Indian Govt. 
towards Pakistan in regard to Kashmir. Their decl- 
aration tha t  eve r r  inch of the terr i tory of the 
.~anin111 and Kilsh~nir stzte will he cleared of the  
raiuers 2nd the  Pakistanis created enth~isiacm in 
t he  public mind anti the e l r l ~  suvcesses of the  Indian 
irrlilv dtitled hope to i t .  

t for  the Indian leaclers who count in t h e  
Government today the  Kashmir  problem has been 
primarilc not one of saving Jammu and Kashmir State 
for I h d t  hut  of disproving the  two-nation theory 

which they had, mills nilly, conceded by accepting 
,Pakistan. and of strengthening their  stand for  secular 
s t a t e  h y  retaining a, Muslim majoritv uni t  within 
~ Ind i a  117 the willing consent of i ts  inhzbitants. 
I 

Iii:shmir. as  Shri Achput Patwardhan told the pre- 
sent  writer, was considered by  them to he the last 
bid for the so-called Hindustani Yationalisnl. The 

6 6 territorial gain or  loss did not bother them, for. a 

few c i t i e ~  or districts this way or tha t  way" did 
not   matte^ for then1 if that  cocld help then1 in 
winning friendship of Pakistan. It is w h y  they did 
not  accept the accession of the State as final. They 
v o l u n t n r i l ~  nlade the  commitment that the fxture 
of Kashnlir af ter  India had cleared he r  of the 
enemy by the bl.ood, sweat and toil of her  men, rvomen 
and ar111e.i. forces would be finally decided 1 ) ~  a 

plebiscite. 

Thus the  conception of the  problem in  t h e  lllinds 
of t h e  people and the  leaders has remained different. 



The  people in general nei ther  understand nor hother 
about the  idealogical idiosyncracies of the Indi- n 
leaders, nor  do the  Indian leaders understand or care - 
for the sncepribilities of t h e  public in geoeral  in 
regard to their  relations wi th  Pakistan. But  ~ h o u g h  
the ~ ~ p p r o a c h  of t he  l e ~ d e r s  and the peopie :.a the 
problem has heen dilrerent t h e  object  or e two 
synchronises in practice. So the  Kd.-hmir groblem 
has become the  one problem before the ccun t ry  
about which the  Indian Govt. can be cure of T e n t  per 
cent support  of t h e  Indian public or ail 5 2 i ~ Q s  of 
opinion if they decide to handle it  firmi; The 
whole count r r  is deeply interested in  an honi-:rzble 
solution of the problem which,  according - 10 crneral  - 

expectations, c n  be only  one-the com?lete ,:+Truc- 
7 .  tion of the  P i n ; a t ~ n i  designs ever the Jam---: and 

Kitshmir stdte. 

This p o p u l ~ r  interest  in  the  Koshmir p r o i . : ~ ~  has  
- 

been d k l y  gron-ing. The  heroic deeds o i  :he --dim 
army a n i  t he  epoch-meking exploits ot :he Io;lin a i r  
force inro!riag loss of hundreds of ra iuable  r u n g  
lives containing noblest Indian blood cominz - f rom 
a11 parts of the  country coupled wi th  the dai; n o u -  
nting expenditure of the  war has heighrened i: r e r y  
much. It has now become a question in which *very 
Indian has a s t c i e .  Therefore desire foi  -1n ear:? suc- 
cess in Kashmir in  keeping wi th  the deciararions 
made by the  l e ~ d e r s  and t h e  Government f r o r  :ime 
to time has become intense. 

But while interest  has increased hope has 3een 



languiehing. The prolongation of the hostilities, illo- A 

gical and anti-Indian stand of t h e  U. N. O., the equi- - 
Z 

vocal and diffirent utterances of some of the  Indian ' 
leaders coupled with  t h e  reports of growing Pakistani 
and Communist elements, and discontent among the 
pro-Indian elements and contradictory (and even dan- 
gerous) utterances and performances of t he  men in 
whom the  1ndian Government have put  their  t rust  
in the  State have created confusion and suspicion in 
the  minds of all thinking people about the  future of 
the  State. This  confusion is becoming worse confou- 
nded by  t h e  a t tempt  to keep t he  public i n  dark about 
the  realities of the  situation by propaganda and high 
sounding and idealistic statements and commitments 
of the  Indian leaders. F o r  instance, the  repeated 
declaration about the  unity of the  J a m n u  and Kashmir 
state when its division has  been made a fai t  accompli 
by ordering a cease-fire leaving about half t he  State in 
the  hands cf Pakistan forces, and reiteration of the 
stand about plebiscite when Pakistan has  frankly 
chosen the  path  of war and has already grabbed about 
half of the State, is taxing hard t h e  pstience, intelli- 
gence and confidence of t he  ordinary mortals living 
i n  this  country. In the  case of some people i t  has 
created an  atti tude of indifference and even of comp- 
lete diffidence about Kashmir. T h e y  now want  the  
Kashmir problem to  end somehow. 

This confusion, indifference and diffidence of the 
public about Rashmir is dangerous. The  Kashmir 
problem now after two years of f ight ing is not  the  



same as when i t  began. Tho prestige, honour and 
reputation of India and her armed forces has now 
become involved in the Kashmir problem. It is there- 
fore necessary tha t  this attitude of indifference *and 
feeling of diffidence is removed. 

This can be best done not by grandiose schemes 
and high-sounding statements but  by informing the  
public about t he  real facts about! the Kashmir prob- 
lem and its complications. A clear understanding of 
the gain and losses Lo far incurred and the  issyes a t  
stake, and not harping upon vague t h e o r i e ~ a n d  fads 
for which the people in general have no sympathey, 
is needed to create genuine and patriotic interest in  
and understanding of t he  Kashmir problem. 

I n  the  chapters tha t  follow an  attempt has been 
made to give a detailed and realistic story of t h e  
Kashmir problem, its genesis, origin and growth, by 
one who has been witnessing the  whole Kashmir 
drama from inside. Some of the  things told may 
be new, and some of the  conclusions drawn may not be 
palatable to some. But they are told solely in the 
interest of a better and more realistic understanding 
of t he  Kashmir affairs so that a genuine and patriotic 
interest in this vital question could be created. Kash- 
mir has already been divided; we should see that 
what still remains ~ i t h  us is not lost. 



CHAPTER 11. 

GENERAL BACKCROWD 
The J , L I I I ~ L I  i~nd Kushmir c i rn te  poplllarly k n ~ w n  

as Kashmir after the  name o f  its most  celebrcted 
part is the biggest and the northern-most princely 
State in India. Extending f rom the i i l l ~ v i ~ 1  plriins 
of the Punjab to the Trans-Himaldyan and Trans- 
Indus  regions o f  Ladakh, Bdltistan and Gilgit and 
hounded by the  river Ilavi in the Edst and the  river 
J e h l u m  in the West, this State of 84471 square 
miles inhabited by 40 lakhs people touches 
Tibet, Chinese Turkistan, Russian Turkistan, end 
Afghanistan besides Indiz. and Pakistan. Roughly 
speaking i t  is contiguous to the Indian Union 
for about 250 miles, to  Pakistan for about 350 
miles, to Afghanistan for about 100 miles, to 
U. S. S. R. for about a hundred miles across the 
Pamirs and to Chinese Turkistan and Tibet for 
about 300 miles each. Thus from the point 
of view of geographical contiguity i t  can be 
called an International State. ~ h o u g h  historically, 
culturally and economically it is and has been 
through the centuriee an integral part  of India. 



Literally the  head 2nd crown of  India, i t  i s  
the  connecting link between her and her neigh- 
s through its rtullying p :~* tc  of Gilgit and 
L-icllakh wh ich  c :n be t ruely czlle-l :vindow o f  India 
openin$ intr, Afghanistan, G .  6 .  S. H., China & Tibet. 

(;efJyr.rphically this S ta te  presents i~ delightful 

into hills, hiils in to s n o w y  mount.?ins ~ n d  ~ n o u n t ~ i n s  
illto &rid Tr~ns-Him.rloy&n piate11:s ~esembl ing  the  
'rrctic region. with the deiightf;ll r a l e  of Kash~nir  
set in the centre as J n  erlleriilii inviting theewis t ful  
~~1,rnces y of  511 the  Asian neighhours. The whole 
of i t  c rn  he divide? g e ~ g r a p h i c ~ ~ l l p  into three well 
defined regions. 

The first is the  sub-mountain (Kandi) and cemi 
~nountainous region s t re tching from the  Punjah 
plains to the Fir-Panjal range of the Himalayes. 
I t  corers the entire South Eastern part of the  State. 
I t  forms the basin of river Chenab which flows 
through it, drains i ts  waters and carries its timber 
wealth to the plains. Except  for a narrow strip 
projecting into the Punjab plains, the  whole of this 
region is hilly in terrain wi th  small dales and v a l l e ~ s  
here and there. T h e  vale of Bhadarwah, also 
known as minjature Kashmir, is t h e  most beautiful 
spot in this region. Its climate varie's from extreme 
hot  in the Kandi ilaqa to mild summer 'and snowy 
winters of Bhadarmah and Banihal. 

The next geographical region is the Kashmir 
proper surrounded by the high Himalayan ranges 



with one+ natural outlet along the course of the 
river Jehlum. The river Jehlum starting from the 
Verinag spring runs a winding and zigzag course 
through the valley and then enters the  mountains 
near Baramula. It takes the water of the Kishan 
Ganga at Dome1 near Muzafferabad and then forms 
the Western houndry of the State for about 150 
miles. It drains the  waters of the Kashmir va'lley 
as also of the Western districts of Muzafferahad, 
Poonch and Mirpur and carries the valuable timber 
wealth of these areas to Jehlum in the Punjab 

r 

plains now in Pakistan. This region thus forms 
the basin of the river Jehlum. The climate of this 
region except the Western districts is temperate. 

The third and the  most extensive geographical 
region of the State is the Trans-Himalayan plateau 
including the frontier ilaqas of Ladakh, Baltistan 
and Gilgit. The river Indus flows through this 
region making deep ravines, narrow gorges and 
fertile valleys. The only centres of habitation in 
this region such as Leh, Kargil, Askardu and Gilgit 
are situated in the valleys of the Indus or of i t s  
numerous tributaries. It is the most sparsely 
populated part of the State. The climate especially 
in winter approximates to the arctic conditions. 
But for a few months in the summer i t  remains 
temperate. 

Thus the basins of the three rivers flowing 
through the State form the three broad geographical 
regions of the State divided from one another b p  



t he  two Himalayan ranges. The Pir-Panjsl range 
divides the  Jehlum basin from the Chenab b m h  
and the Great Himalayan range divides the Indue 
basin from the Jehlum basin. For  administiative 
convenience this huge territory is divided into 'four 
administrative units. The two Jagirs  of Poonch 
and Chenani formed till recently quite separate 
administrations. But now they have 6een integrated 
with the adjoining units. These administrative 
divisions are :- 

w 

1. JAMMU PROVINCE : It includes the  d i s t~ i c t s  of 
Jammu, Kathua, Udhampur, Riasi and ~ i r ~ u r .  It- 
streches from the  river Ravi in the East  to the  river 
Jehlum in the  west and from the  Punjab plains in the 
South to the Pir-Panjal range of the Himalayas in 
the  Korth which divides it from the  Kashmir 
Province. I t s  total area is 10,656 sq. miles and its total 
population according to 1941 census is 15,47,809. The 
separate existance of the Jagir  of Poonch wh ich  
adjoines the districts, of Mirpur and Riasi as also of 
the Jagir  of Chenani which is surrounded by the 
Udhampur district has now been ended. Their to ta l  
area is 1'722 sq. miles and total population is 4,33,624. 

2. KASHMIR PROVINCE : It includes the  districfe. 
of Anantnag, including the  city of Srinagar, 
Baramula and Muzafferabad. Its total area is 8539 sq, 
miles. I t s  population acccording to thee 1941 census- 
is 17,28.705. 

3. THE FRONTIER ILAQA OF LADAKH : It includes the 
whole of Ladakh and Baltistan. It froms o n e  



~tdlninistrative district sub-divided into the  tehsils 
of Leh. K ~ r g i l  and Sskardu .  Its total area i t  45,?62 sq. 

miles and total population is 1.9.5.491. 

4. T H E  FRONTIER ILAQA OF GILGIT: It includes 
the (;ilgit district ;rnd the  tributary ~ t ~ ~ t e s  o f  Hnnza 
Nagar. Chilas. Ishk~l~ni in ,  Yirpin. PuniirI. Kith 2nd 
Ghiz:~r together iinown 3s Gilgit b g e n n p .  P i r t  of 
Gilgit rlistict had heen leased o u t  to t he  British 
Intiinn C;ovel*n~nent since 19.77 for. ctrategic reasons. 
The  GiIqit Agency States t? he llnder the  
joint (.onr-nl of the  rlistrict offi-er  .:ppointeri h~ the 
State Governtnemt ~ n r i  the British political agent 
a t  Gilqit. A t  the t ime  of t ransfer  o f  power to the 
Indian hanrlr in 1947 the ledsed area of Gilgit :\-as 

returned to the  State. 

These vast and varied territorieq were unified .nd 
made into one po!itical unit  by  Maharaja G d a b  
Singh, t h e  great grand-father of t h e  present ruler of 
the  State by the  middle of t he  19th century.  A scion 
of the  Dogra ruling famlly of J a m m u ,  h e  joined 
t he  army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh of Punjab in 1812 
as a foot soldier. His younger brothers,  Dhyan Singh 
and Suchet Singh followed him. All of them steadily 
rose in the estimation of the Lion of the  Punjah 
because of their personal charm and great  qualities 
of dash and intrepidity. Dhran  Singh rose to be 
t h e  prime Minister of Lahore Kingdom while Gulab 
Singh succeeded in carving out for himself 2nd his 
descendants 8 vast and rich kingdom. 



T h e  founlation of the present kingdom of Jammu 
and K3shmlr was laid in 1819 by Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh himself when  he inst.tl1e-l Raja Gulab Singh 
on his ancestral Gaddi o f  J a rn~nu  by giving hi; Rilj 
Tilzlc with his own hands s t  d k h n o o r  on the r ight  
hank o f  t h e  Chc-nail. Klja G u l d h  Slngh who by tha t  
t ime h~ f b a ~ . o ~ n e  one of the inost t rus ted and import- 
t I S  the L-rhore l l a rhar  began to extent  
his p r i n c i p ~ l i t p  within the empire of Ranji t  
Sinqh by  new conquests. He conquered the  sinall 
princ:ip~!itie..: of R h h S e r ,  Rltjauri, Xotli and P*~onch  
ruled over  b y  Mnrlim Rija!: as dlso the principalities 
of Kis twar  dnl B h v d ~ r w a h  which  were ruled over by 
Hindu R ~ j m  between 1820 and 1630. Then h e  turned his 
~ t t e n t i o n  towsr*!e Trans-Himalagan regions of 
Ladskh and h i t i s t a n  which lay beyond Kistwar. 
His famous general Wazir Zora~var Singh of Riasi 
led a Dogrz ar lnr  to the snowy heights of Laaakh 
and defeated the Rsjas of Ladakh and ,4skardu 
and annexed these regions to the  principality 
of Raja Gulab Singh within the  empire of Ranjit  
Singh between 1834 and 1840. But h e  himself 
died fighting on these giddy heights. H e  was thus  
the  fore-runner of the  brave Indian soldiers who 
have recently saved what  he  had gained for India 
from t h e  hands of Pakistani hordes by thei r  amazing 
deeds of heroism and feats of endurance in  and 
beyond the  Tojila pass a t  a height of' 14,000 feets 
and more above the  sea level. 

After  t h e  death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1939, 



his empire fell in weak and inefficient hands. His  
Sikh sardars who had resented the  Dogra ascendancy 
in the Lahore Darbar now created conditions which 
made' Gulab Singh concentrate on his own princi- 
pality of Jammu. When the  f i r s t  ~ n ~ l o - S i k h  war 
broke out in 1846 h e  was invited to take the 
command of the Sikh forces. But h e  advised the 
Lahore authorities against War and remained in  
Jammu.  After the  War  was over h e  played the  part 
of o peace maker. Treaty of Lahore w a s  negotiated 
by  him. By this t reaty the  Lahore Darbar hod to 
cede the  ~ u l l u n d h u r  Doaba to theBr i t i sh  and par  a 
W a r  indemnity of Rs. 1 crore. As Lahore D ~ r b a r  was 
not  in  a position to pay this sum, i t  surrendered all 
t he  hilly parts of the  Lahore Kingdom between the. 
r iver  Ravi and t h e  Indus to t h e  British in lieu 
of the  indemnity. 

The  British a t  tha t  time were not  in  a position to 
administer this cas t  and extensive mountainous terri- 
tory inhabited by a warlike people because they  had 
not  yet  consolidated their  position in the  Punjab. The. 
kingdom of Lahore was sti l l  independent and therefore 
formed a barrier between the  British territories and 
these hilly parts of t he  Lahore kingdom, now ceded 
to them. So they decided to hand these territories 
over to some friendly hands. There could be no more 
suitable choice than Raja Gulab Singh who was held 
in h igh  esteem by t he  British for  his  mil i tarr  
s t rength  and statesmanship and who mas already 
de facto master of a large pa r t  of these territories. 



The treaty of Amritszr of '1846 which gave 

de recognition to Gulab Singh as semi independent 

,sovereign of these territories was not  a sale deed a8 
has been suggested by some. The British could not 
=etain these territories. They had to hand them over 
to &lab Singh-because independent kingdom of the 
Punjab still  stood between their other Indian posse  
ssions and these territories. Maharaja Gulab Singh 
would have contested any attempt on the  part  of the 
British to dispossess him of these territories which 
he had been already ruling. The only part  bf these 
territories which mas not under him till then was 
the  valley of Kashmir. But British recognition did not 
make him automatically the  master of Kashmir even. 
He had to conquer it by force from the hands of 
Sheikh Imam-ud-din. the last Governor of Rashmir 
appointed b y  the Lahore Darbar. 

This explains why this treaty is qui te  different 
from the  treaties made with other Indian states 
by the  British. There is no stipuiation in i t  for main- 
taining British troops or any British agent in the  
State. Nor is there any mention of tribute as such. 
The Maharaja had only to send annually a few 
Kashmiri Shawls and goats to the  British Govern- 
ment as a token of his recognition-of their  superior 
position. No Britisher could enter the  State without 
a pass-port of the  State. The ~ t s t k  continued in this 
semiindependent position till the British Govern- 
ment, taking advantage of the  internal dissensions 
of the ruling family, succeeded in leveling i t  down 
t o  the  status of other Indian states in 1885. 



Maharaja Gulab Singh was succeeded i ~ v  his s o n  
Maharaja R a n l ~ i r  S ingh in 1857. He consolidated 
the gains of  h is  fa ther  and added to them by the 
conquest o f  G i lg i t  and the  Front ier  S t s t e s  of Hunza, 
S a g a r  etc,.  He s e t  u p  t h e  administrative sys tem in 
the  S ta te  which has continued with few ( b h ~ n g e ~  

till  now. He gave t h e  State its present i l w s  an  I gave  

peace dnd secur i ty  to the people bp restoring law 
and order  in h is  fa r  f lung  kingdom. Above irll he  
resisted successfullp the  a t t e m ~ t s  of the  Rritish 
I n d i m  Government  to  bring his stare in l ine with 
o ther  Indian Sta tes  by  forcing a Rritish Resident 
on him. He also refused to give the British Inriian 
Gorern lnen t  a n y  foot in  Gilgit  which  thev  wanted 
to  rierelope us a 1nilitar-y 11;ise. He was nnr~uer ; t inn~bly  
the  s t ronges t  and t he  alllest rnler of the :',yn?st>- 

after i t s  fo~zncier. 

He was ~ucceederi.  in 1853 !I:.- his .<on 31~h.~l .d ja  

P ra t ap  Singh.  T h e  Brit ish Indian Gore:.n!:lent, 

t ak ing  advantage  of the  streined re!:ri(ins 1-,et:~.-een 
him and his brothers ,  R a j : ~  I Slrizh ::.n:i R?.III 
Singh. imposed a Rrit ish R e ~ i d e n t  on hi111 hefore 
recoqnising h is  accession to  t he  Gaddi. Thus succee- 
ded the  Rri t ish machinations to controi this  ~ t r a t e -  
gic te r r i tory ,  rvhi,ch perforce they  hzd ro p ~ r t  wi th  
in IS46 because of o ther  difficulties. The Brit ish 
Gorernrnent  wellnigh succeeded in d q o s i n g  the  
Mahzraja on a f a k e  charge of intr igue x i t h  Rilssia. 

b I But t h e  t imely revelations by the  -1:nrit R ~ z a r  
Patrika" in India  and t h e  q u e ~ t i o n a  ~f Char les  



Bradlaugh in the  British House of Commons saved 
the  ~ t a t e  and the Maharaja. But his hands were 
bound down l ~ y  a council of Regency dominated 

4 

over by  the British Hesident. 

Maharaja l'ratap Singh was succeeded in 1925 
by his nephekv, the present Maharaja Hari Singh. 
H e  is quite an intelligent and enlightened prince. 
But he is a bad judge oi chirracter and has been very 
unrealistic in his policies. He is shy of public and 
has surrounded Iiimself by foolish and selfish ad- 
visers who have proved his bane as also of his state in 
the  past and may lend him into difficulties in future. 
H e  began very well. He se t  his hear t  a t  making 
his s tate  a modernised and advanced state. H e  
succeeded to a l u g e  extent  i n  achieving this end. 
But h e  alienated the British Government in the  
early years of his reign by his anti-British prejudi- 

ces and outspoken support  to  t h e  Indian aspirations 
in the  Rounc Table Conference. T h e  result  was that  
a British sponsored religio-cum-political movement 

of the  Muslims was started in Kashmir by 1930, 
which, af ter  passing through different  phases and 
supported by v a ~ i o u s  new forces, has succeeded in 
making him a non-entity in his own state. 

- - 



CHAPTER 111. 

LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL DIVISIONS 

Being t he  handiwork of J soldier statesman who 
extended his native principality of Jammu into a 
great Kingdom larger than many of the  modern 
European States a t  a time when the  conquering sword 
and not  t he  people's choice or aatural  boundaries det- 
ermined the  rise and fall of Kingdoms, this vast and 
varied Siate has l i t t le  intrinsic unity and cohesion. 
Some of i ts  par ts  l ike the trans-Himalayan regions 
of Ladakh, Baltistan and Gilgit are  not  even Indian. 
Never before, except  in  the  time of Ashoka did these 
regions formed politically a part  of India though 
culturally they have  remained a part of t h e  Indian 
cultural empire for  a long iime past. The obedience 
to  a common lord and consequently a uniform and 
unified administrative system has been t he  only 
unifying factor in these diverse territories. 

The Jaminu & Kashmir S t ~ t e  as a t  present cons- 
tituted, therefore, is simply 3 political entity.  It is a 

conglomeration of a t  least six distinct people inhab- 
i t ing well defined parts  or zones of the  State and 



each having a distinct language, culture, customs, 
manner and history. A clear understanding of the 
historical and cultural background of these different 
peoples and zones and proper appreciation ot their 
economic needs, social and cultural ties and poIitical 
aspirations, is essential to understand the  Kashmir 
problem. 

* 

1. DUGAR (JAMMU) 

The first  and the foremost part  or zone is Dugar, 
the horneland of the founder of the  State, as.also of 
the Dogra people. It is directly contiguoss to East 
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh in India and includes. 
the entire districts of Jammu, Knthua. Udhampur 
and the eastern parts of the  districts of Riasi and 
Mirpur of the administrative province of J ammu.  It. 
stretches from River Ravi in the  east to roughly the 
cease-fire line running along the  Jhangar-Rajauri 
line in the  west and from Suchetgarh in the south 
to the  Banihzl Pass in the P i r  Panjal range in the  
north. I t s  total area is about 9000 sq. miles. 

The inhabitants of this region are Dogras. A few 
thousand Kashmiris have also infiltrated into the  
Ramban and Kishtwar Tehsils of Udhampur District 
from Kashmir. Gunjars, who speak a Pahari 
dialect, inhabit the  western part  of Piasi District. 
The total p;pulation of this zone i's about 11 lacs of 
which more then 7) lacs are Hindus. The spoken- 
language of this zone is Dogri which is written in 
Devnagari script. 



The whole of this zone is mountainous oxcrpt a 
narrow belt bordering t h e  Punjnb.  A few beautiful 
vaileye like tha t  of Bhndorwah, which is known crs 

miniature Kashmir, lie in i ts  interior. River Chenab 
flows- r igh t  through th is  region draining its waters 
and carrying i ts  valuable timber wealth to  Akhnur 
ne3r Jammu. Tho -chief occupation uf :he people is 
agriculture anti soldiering. Thousands of hardy 
Dogras from this region serve in the  Indian and the 
S t a t e  armies. Maize and rice are the main agricultural 
c r o p s .  Lower Himalayan range!: traversing this zone 
are covered with  rich fir  and deodar jungles. L u m -  

bering, therefore. is an  important inductrp. Forest  
produce, lime, resin, honey, anardana end medicinal 
herbs besides timber form the chief export of this 
areb. 

Ehadarmeh, which is linked u p  with Chamba, in 
the Rirnachal Pradesh by a bridle t rack  and with 
B a t g ~ e  on the  Jammu-Srinagar road by a motorable 
roae. is perhaps the  most beautiful part  of this zone. 
Its fruits are superior even to those of Kashmir and 
the  natural scenery is no less charming. Kishtwar, 
which lies just to t h e  nor th  of Bhadarwah, is famous 
like Kashmir for i t s  saffron fields. It forms the  
direc.t l ink between the  Dugar and the  Buddhist 
Ladakh, which lies to i t s  nor th .  

f 

Politically this ilaqa had remained divided into 
small principalities ruled over by Hindu Rajas owing 
doubtful allegiance, now and then, to the powerful 
empires rising in t he  plain st i l l  their political unifica- 



tion into one compact whole by Raja Gulab Singh. 
He'himself came of t h e  rul ing family of Jammu, 
which principa1;ty occupied, according to trldition, 
t he  leading place among the  twenty  two principalities 
of thifi hilly ilaqa. J a m m u  is still  tho chief town of 
this zone and is the winter c o p i t ~ l  of the whole' 
State.  

Socially, culturally and ecctnomically the people 
of this zone are indissolubly connected wi th  t h e  
Dogras of the Egst Punjab. In fac t  the  Dogra belt  of 
East Punjab including the  districts of ~ u k d z s ~ u r ,  
Kangra, Hoshiarpur and Chamba and Msndi in  t h e  
Himachal Pradesh, together wi th  the  Dugar zone 
of the  J a m m u  and K a s h ~ n i r  State  form the  
homeland of the  Dogras. Naturally,  therefore, t h e  
people of this zone aspire to  remain connec~ad  wi th  
Eas t  Punjab and India, irrespective of what happens 
to  other  parts of t h e  state.  

P rom the  Indian point of view this  is t he  most im- 
por tant  par t  of t h e  State. It Iorms t h e  only direct and 
feasible link between India and t h e  rest  of the State. 
The Pathankot-Jammu road and t h e  Jammu-Banihal 
road t h a t  connect India wi th  Kashmir valley pass 
ent irely through this zone. T h e  choice of its inhabi- 
t an t s  about t he  question of accession is beyond any 
doubt. The  fnineral and power resources of the zone 
are  immense. The warlike man-power vf th is  zone is 
indispensable for  t h e  Indian. Army, and t h e  hills and 
dales of this area can form a n  ideal training ground 
for  t h e I n d i a n A r m y .  . 



2. LADAKH. 
To the north of Dugar and to the North-East of 

Kashmir valley lies the extensive Indo-Tibetan tract 
of Ladakh also known as little Tibet. It is directly 
contiguous to the  Himachal Pradesh of India. 
Geographically and culturally a part of Tibet, this 
tract was being ruled over by a local Buddhist Raja 
under the suzerainty of the Dalsi Lama of Tibet, 
when conquered by Wazir Zorawar Singh between 
1834-40 for his master Mahsraja Gulab Singh. He 
entered L d a k h ,  through Kishtwar in Dugar and not 
through Kashmir. It includes the Tehsil of Leh and 
eastern parts of the Kargil tehsil of the administrative 
district of Ladakh. I t s  total area is about 32,000 sq. 
miles and total population is only about 45 thousands 
of which over 40 thousands are Buddhists. 

This is a very backward area. The Budhist inhabi- 
tants eke out their bare existence by rearing yaks and 
cultivating 'Girm' a kind of barley, in the  few 
high and dry valleys of the Indus. Their chief pre- 
occupation is their religion. They give their best in 
men and material to  the numerous monasteries, that 
act as oasis in this arid region. The wealth, a r t  and 
learning of t he  people is concentrated in these mon- 
asteries. Some of them contain rich collections of 
anuient Buddhist literature in Sanskrit o i  in its T ibe  
tan translations. Their population is kept down by 
the social system like polyandry, dedication of girls 
and boys to the  monasteries and by slow conversion 
to Islam through inter-marriages wi th  Balti or 



Kashrniri Muslims. The  offsprings of these mixed 
marriages are  known as ' ~ r g h u n s ' .  T h e y  form the 
trading cornmuni t y. 

Leh,  the  chief town of this zone, is situated a t  
a h ~ i g h t  of more than 11,000 feet above the  sea level 
and is probably the  highest  town in  t h e  world. It 
used t o  be the  seat  of Raja of Ladakh before the 
Dogra conquest. Since the  conquest and formztion of 
t he  Ladakh district  i t  has become t h e  summer  head- 
quarters of the  district  officer q ~ p o i n t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  
government.  It is connected with Srinagsr by a well- 
kept highmap known as the  "Leh Trezty Road". It 
crosses the  high mountains dividing Ladakh from 
Kashmir through the  Yaji pass. Leh used to be, till a 
few years back, a grea t  mart  of central  Asian trade. 
Caravans laden with silks, rugs ~ n d  tea, used to  pour 
into Leh  from dist-nt Tashk~n- l ,  Kzshghar  and 
Terkand.  These goods were exchanged there  for 
Indian sugzr,  c loth and other  general goods. But  
since t h e  absorption of these central  Asian s tates  
into t h e  Russian empire this trade has virtually end- 
ed. But  t h e  strategic importance of L e h  as a connec- 
ting l ink wi th  central  Asia, has  in no way been 
lessened, 

A part of Ladakh was overrun by the  Pakistanis 
recently when,  af ter  capturing Bs 'ka~du  and Kargil ,  
they began their  advance on Leh. Many hundreds 
of these innocent Buddhists were murdered znd many  
monasteries were looted and despoiled by them. But  
the  epoch making lsndings of the  R. I. A. F. dakotas 



carrying the ginems of war  on t h e  improvised air  
field of Leh  more than  11,000 ft. above the  sea level, 
and ihe brilliant win te r  offensive of the  Indian Army 
resulting in  capture  of the  Yojiln, Dras and Kargil 
have saved Leh  and t h e  res t  of Ladakh from these . 
Pakistani barbarians. 

But t h e  Ladnkhis do no t  yet  feel secure. They  fear 
that t h e  Pakistanis  and  Keshmiris may finish them 
off if they are th rown  in to  t h e  laps of Pakjston. The- 
refore they have approached the  government of India 
with the  rqquest t ha t  thay ,  being a separate peple in  
every sense of t h e  term,  should not be bound by t h e  re- 
sult of the plebiscite i n  t h e  rest  of t he  State. They  have 
suggested t h a t  the i r  ilaqa should either be merged 
directly in t h e  Indian Union or  * they should be 
linked up politicslly w i t h  Dugar wi th  wh ich  they 
claim to have closer cul tura l  ties. They asser t  t h a t  
they have nothing in  common with Kashmir which 
came under Dogrs  ru le  much later than  Ladakh 
and therefore would not  l ike to be governed from 
Eashmir even as a pa r t  of India. 

3. BALTISTAN 
The third d is t inc t  zone of t he  s tate  is Baltistan 

inhabited by t h e  Balti  people. It lies to the  no r th  of 
Kashmir and to t h e  wes t  of Ladakh. F o r  administra- 
tive purposes it is* grouped witbh Ladakh 'to form the  
district of t h a t  name. I t s  total  a r e s  is about 14,000 sq. 
miles and total population is about 1,30,000 according 
to the 1941 census. Almost all of them are  Muslims 
by religion. 



Baltistan was conquered by U'azir Zorawar Singh 
along with Ladakh between 1834-49 for Maharaja 
Gulab Singh. Before that i t  was being ruled over by 
petty Muslim Rajas, a descendnnt of one of whom 
sti l l  holds the  j ~ g i r  of K h ~ p l u .  The  chief t o k n  of 
this zone is Askardu which is also t h e  winter head- 

, 
quarters of the Ladakh district.  

Beitistan was overrun by P~:kistzn troops and 
Gilgit  Scouts during the  winter  of 1947-48. The  state  
garrison in the Llslrardu held on for  some months. 
But no effective help could be sen t  t o  them from 
Kashmir because the  Yaji pass had passed in to  the  
control of Pakistzn and aid by air  wcs mzde digicult 

The winter (jffensive of t he  Indian Army in 1948 
resulted in the recaptare of the Yaji Pass and t h e  
t o w n  of Kargil beyond i t ,  which commend t h e  road 
t o  Leh and Askardu. Thus 2 p s r t  of Baltistan has 
again come in  t h e  Indian hands, but its major por- 
tion including the  town of Askzrdu sti l l  lies on the 
Palcistan side of the  cease-fire line. 

Baltistan is not of i l l~lch econo~nic  or  s t rategic  
importance. It is salidmiched between Ladakh and 
Gilgit.  But it has provided Pak is tzn  wi th  a conve- 
n ient  route t o  advance towards Yaji Pass  sn i  Leh  
from their  'base in Gilgit. Its main produce are 
barley and fruits,  especially apricots. Some of the 
valleys of Indus in  this zone are qui te  fert i le;  It 
depends on India through Kashmi r  for  the supply 
of most of t h e  necessaries of life. 



The people of this part  of t h e  State are very 
backward and were quite indifferent to the  political 
development in Kashmir or Jammu.  But now they 
hevo been infected by t h e  Pakistani propaganda. 

4. GILCIT. 
The fourth district  zone of the  s ta te  is Gilgit. I t  

includes the Gilgit  district  which used to be admini- 
stered directl:r by a district officer appointed by 
the State government an-l the  tributary stztes of 
Hunza, Nagar, Chillas, Punial, Ishkuman, I iuh 
and Ghizar. The  totalarea of this Zone is about 17,000 
sq. miles and the  total population is about 1,16,000. 
Almost all of them are Shia Muslims. Most of them 
are followers of t he  Agh.: Khan. They belong to the  
Dardic rzce and are closely connected with the 
Chitralis in race, cultlire 2nd language. Shina and 
Chitrali are t h e  two spoken languages. 

This ilaqa was conquered by Maharaja Gulab 
Singh and his son Maharaja R3nbir Singh between 
1846 and 1860 with great  difficulty. Thousands of 
Dogra soldiers lost their  lives in the  campaign that 
led to the conquest of this inhospitable, but 
strategically very important region. I t  is here  that  
the three Empires-British, Chinese and Russian- 
met. The indepe~dent  kingdom of Afghanistan also 
touches i ts  boundaries. 

The  strategic importance of this region has 
increased very much since t he  advent  of air  force 
and the  expansion of t h e  U. S. S. R. towards the 



centr31 Asian reg:?ns adjoining Gilgit and Baltistsn. 
Though very mo~intainous, this zone contains the  fine 
plain of Gilgit.  3 -;alley of the  Indus. This  plain can 

serve as an e+cel:ent mi l i t l rg  and air base in  any war 
with Russia. Tha: is w h y  the British took i t  on a long 
l e ~ s a  from the  J l i i a r a j ~  in 1937. S o w  it is the  p l an ,  

-- 
of the  Anglo-U. 2 .  I. block to give the  possession of 
Gilgit into safe hands. Thes ~ a r u r a l l y  consider 
Pakistan to  be 5 3 %  for them than India.  

* 

Gilgit  is divioez from Kashmir  b p  . t h e  same high 
Himalayan r an re  which diridec  ashm mi; from 
Ladakh and Balt ixan.  But  the  direct and t h e  shortest  
link between Gilgit and Kashmir is provided by 

another Pass, the  Burz i  La.  It is more t h a n  13,000 
feet above the se2 :eve1 and therefore remains closed 
for many months in ;he gear.  T h e  access to  Gilgit 
from P-kistan Risalpur in t h e  S.  W. I?. P. is 
comparatively eacr.  

T h e  whole of Gilgit  including the  Burzi Pass 
now lies on the ? a h s t a n  side of the  cease-fire 
line. Sta te  ga r r i sm 2s also the  military governor 
appointed by t h e  s ta te  were orer-powered by 
the Pakistnn troops wi th  the  aid of the  local militia, 
the Gilgit  scouts d-;ring the winter  of 1947. Gilgit  is 
now the  chief0su;jlp base of Pakist-n in t h e  nor th  
of the State. 

F rom the  ecozjrnic point of view Gilgi t  is not 
rich though i t  has ~ a s t  potent ia l i t ie~.  Its climate is 
bracing and temperate. Temperate fruits l ike apple, 



apricot, and almonds grow in abundance. Zira, a 

valuable spice, however, is t he  most valuable produce 
of this ares  and is exported in large quantities. 

. The people a re  healthy and fair coloured. Polo 
is their national game, and i t  is difficult to heat  
them in this garne. 

They had come under the Aryan and Buddhist 
cultural influence quite early. Gilgit  probably 
formed par t  of the  Khotsn Erovince of Asoka's 
empire. A recent  find of Buddhist and Sanskrit 
books hear Gilgit confirms this view. Their  customs 
and manner still resemble those of the  Indians. 
A class of people among them is held in h igh  esteem. 
They are expected not  t o  eat beaf and to remain 
clean. They are perhaps the  Gilpit Brahmins. 

Till recentlo these  people were very much 
devoted to the  Maharaja and his government. They 

protested against t h e  lease of Gilgit to the  British. 
But after the  partition, t he r .  especially t he  Rajas of 
H u m y a  and Nagar, were  incited by t he  Pakistanis 
and t h e  British Political Agent to press upon the 
Maharaja to accede to  Pakistan. They later became 
colloboraters of t h e  Pakistanis and revolted against 
the  Maharaja's government in Gilgit.  

5; PUNJABI SPEAKING BELT. 
The  Punjebi speaking districts of Mirpur, Poonch 

and Muzaffarabad, ly ing along t h e  river Jhelum 
which forms the western boundry of the  State,  form 
the f if th distinct zone i n  t h e  State. Mirpur forms 



port of the  Jamrnu province, Muzoffarabad of Kash- 
mir and Poonch is a big Jag i r  in the  State,  ruled 
over by a descendant of E a j ~  Dhrnn  Singh who rose 
to be  t h e  prime minister of  l tsnji t  Singh. Its total  
area is about 6,000 sq. mile., ant1 total population is 
about  11 lacs. S e a r l y  a 1 . r ~  of them were Hindus, bu t  
either they have been killcti or converted to  Is lam by 
the local Muslims with the  help of Pakistani  raiders. 
The chief towns of this zone are Mirpur  now reduced 
to ashes by t h e  Pskist lnis ,  Poonch which is  st i l l  in 
Indian hands and M u z s i f ~ r s b a d  on the  conflue?ceaof 
the Jhelum and t h e  Krishna Crilnga. This town is  

now the  virtual  head-quarters of t h e  so-called i izad 
Ksshmir government. l l i r pu r  nnd Poonch were  con- 
quered by Gulitb Singh for  Lfahnrnj3 Ranjit Singh 
from t h e  local hIuslim Rajas. Muzaffarabad was  
conquered by him after he had occupied Kashmir  
defeating its Muslim Sultan in a b l o o d  battle. 

P a r t s  of this zone are  quite fertile. Bu t  t h e  real  
importance of th is  ilaqa is for i ts  warl ike man-power. 
Poonch are3 ( Abhisars of our ancient. l i t e ra tu re  ) 
alone gave about eighty thousands recrui t s  t o  the 
Indian a rmy dur ing the second World W a r .  The  
Sudhans, the  Jnnals and the  Chibs who  inhabi t  th i s  
ilaqa a r e  all  Rs jpu t  converts' This ilaqa has an  addi- 
tional importanEe for Pakistan because t h e  r iver  
Jhelum which  carries t h e  rich timber weal th  of Ka- 
shmir and Karen forests, flows th rough  i t .  T h e  head- 
works of t h e  Upper Jhe lum canal a t  Mangla are 
situated in th is  zone near Mirpur. This zone also 



links the West Punjab and the  N.W.F.P. with the 
valley of Kilshrnir. 

The  people of this  zone are bound in  bonds of a 
common religion with those of Hazara, Rawalpindl 
and Jhe lum districts in  the  West  Punjab. Sheikh 
Abdullah could never have any hold over them. They 
actively sided tho Pakistani raiders when the latter 
invaded tho State frc.m tha t  side. Sardar Ibrahim and 
other  leaders of t h e  so-called ~ z a d  Kashmir Govern- 
ment hail from this  ilaqa. ~ t ' ~ r e s e n t  most of this 
ilaqalexcept the  towns of Poonch and Mendhar lies 
on the Pakistan side of t he  coase-fire line. 

6. KASHMIR. 
I n  the  centre  of t he  State, surroundedlby the di- 

verse regions and peoples mentioned above and cut 
off from them by h igh  Himalayan walls, lies the 
beautiful valley of Kashmir, the  'N a n  d a n  V a n' of 
India and the  play-ground of Asia. This home of the 
sage Kashyap, who according to t he  traditional story 
made t h e  breach near Baramula which converted 
this  lake into a spacious valley, is a th ing of beauty 
and therefore a constant  temptation to  her  stronger 
neighbours. It includes t h e  valley of the  river Jhe- 
lum and many smaller valleys especially those of the 
Lidar and the  Sindh t h e  two tributaries of the 
Jhelum. Its total area is about 6,000 sq. miles and the 
total population is about 15 lzcs. 

Once the seat of Sanskri t  learning and cradle of 
Aryan culture, i t  is now a predominantly Muslim 



area. The  Kashmiris were forcibly converted to 
Islam by Sultan Sikandar early in the  14th century. 
They wanted to come to their own faith during the  
reign of Maharaja Ranvir Singh, but the orthodox 
gashmiri Pandits refused to take them back. 

The Kashmiris belong to the  Aryan race. Their 
language - Kashmiri- can be best written in Sha- 
rda or Devnagari script. But under the  influence of 
religion they have been discarded and Persian script  
now rules supreme. 

Kashmir has a continuous recorded history of 
more than two thousand years. The great Kashmiri 
his torians-Kalhan and Rat nakar-have written beauti- 
ful histories of Kashmir, which apart  f rom their  
historical value, are recognised as great pieces of 
Sanskrit literature. Some kings of Kashmir like 
Lalitsdity a and Avantivarman extended their sway 
far beyond the  mountains that surround Kashmir 
into the  plains of the  Sindh and the  Ganga. They 
enriched Kashmir with beautiful temples and build- 
ings whose magnificent ruins a t  Avantipur and 
Martand stilled remind the visitor of the Glory that  
was Kashrnir. Every beautiful spot and spring in 
Kashmir is a holy place of the Hindus. Hindu shrines 
and temples a re  .to be found even in the  remotest 
corners and on t h e  highzst peaks of Kashmir. Shri 
Atllarnatd ji, Gangabal, Khir Bhawani and Matan 
are some of the  most important holy places in  

Kashmir that.have an all India fame and importance* 



T h e  temples of Shankarcharya in the  heart of the 
valley overlooking the city of Srinagar is a painted 
reminder of yre-Muslim Kashmir's unity with the 
rest of India. 

Islam entered Kashmir Chrough a Ralti adventureT 
Renchen Shah, and a devout missonerg Shah Hamdan. 
The  work,  they began was soon completed by 
Sikandar, the  iconoclast, who converted the  whole 
of Kashlnir 'to Islam by force and destroyed all the 
shrines built by Hindu ru1ers:A few families man- 
aged .to escape to safety. Their progeny now form 
the Kashmiri pandi t  coinnlunity of Kashmir. about 
70,000 in all. 

The Pathens  were followed by the  Mughals in the 
16th century,  who  enriched Kashmir by building 
the  beautiful Mughal gardens. They mere succeeded 
by Sikhs who in tu rn  were supplanted by the  Dogras 
in 1846. 

Much of wha t  can be called modern Kashmir 
is t he  creation ~f t he  Dogra rule. The  Dogra rulers 
neglected their  own homeland and lavished their 
time, attention and money on Kashmir. But the  Kash- 
mir of Sheikh Abdullah wanted to  be independent 
of Dogra rule. Parhapes  he has succeeded. Now 
h e  is the  master of his Kashmir. Bwt i t  is doubtful 
whether h e  will be able to  keep i t  secure. for 
Kashmiris. India is willing t o  let Kashmir be the 
complete master of h e r  destiny in the hope that 
her cultural and historical ties w i t h .  India, her 



economic interests and above all her  self-interest 
as a thing of beauty will keep her  as a willing 
partner of the Indian Union. 

But like a beautiful woman, Kashmiris are frail 
like to change masters. Whether  India who 

has loved her ,  saved her from Barbarians and spent 
huge sums of money and given precious blood for 
her, will allow her to slip out of Indian a rms  is a 
question tha t  can not be answered just now. 

These linguistic.' cultural snd geographical 
divisions of the  state and its inhabitants provtde t h e  
physical background of the  Kashmir problem. It 
is the  attitude of these different peoples towards 
the developments that have been taking place in 
the s tate  for the las t  two years which in  the 
ultimate analysis will decide the  future of the  estate 
as a whole or of its various parts separately. 



CHAPTER 1V. 

THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND. 
I n  order to understand the circumstances that led 

to Pakistan's invasion of Kashmir in October 
1947, ind the development of the Kashmir problem 
since then, a clear grasp of the political influence 
at  work in the state prior to and since the invasion 
is essential. They in conjunction \Tith the social and 
cultural ties and economic interests of the various 
peoples inhabiting the  state, are bound to determine 
their attitude towards the recent happenings in the 
state as also the  accession issue. Therefore an in- 
sight into the political background of the Rashmir 
affair is necessary to understand its intricacies 2nd 
to  find its solution. 

The political awakening in the state in the 
modern sense of t h e  term began near about 1930. 
But due to largeness of the state and diversity cf 
the peoples inhabiting it, this political awakening 
took different form and direction in different parts 
of the state. The three outlying and sparsely 
populated regions of Ladabh, Balistsn and Gilgit 
remained co~npletely unaffected b r  t he  political 



movement in the other  parts  of the  ~ t a t e  till recently, 
when their  easy-going hu t  backward inhabitants 
were voilentlp shaken out of their  blissful indiffer- 
ence to the developments in  o ther  parts of the s tate  
by shots and shells of t he  Pakistani invaders. 
Of the  remaining three  regions Kashmir was the 
first to experience political activity. Mirpur and 
Poonch ilaqas followed the  lead of Kashmir. The  
Dogra area of Jamrnu remained steeped in  i ts  
sectional and factional politics till recently when 
the revolutionary 'changes in the  state's adminis- 
trative and constitutional s e t  up following the 
invasion of Kzshmir forced them to orgnize them- 
selves politically and adjust themselves t'o the new 
order. 

Broadly speaking the  political life in the state 

has been revolving all these gears around three 
orgnizations, i z ,  t he  Muslim Conference, the 
National Conference and the Pra ja  Parishad. Thes 
have provided the s ta te  with all the  political figures 
tha t  dominate the  stage of Indian Kashmir and 
Jammu as also of t h e  so called Azad Kashmir. 
Therefore a s tudy of t h e  origin, activities, affiliations 
and objects of these organizations can give us the 
political background of the  Kashmir affairs. 

The Jammu & Kashmir Muslim Conference. 

T h e  first of these in order of the age and influ- 
ence, it has been exerting on t h e  State  politics is 
the  Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference. It 



began as a religious political movement of the  
Muslims aimed particularly against t h e  Hindu 
Maharaja in 1930-31. The  inspiration and guidance 
for it. in t h e  beginning, came directly from the 
British officers of the  Political Department who 
had become irritated by t he  anti-British att i tude 
and progressive and pntriotic views and sympathies 
of the  Maharaja. His speech a t  t he  Round Table Con- 
ference wherein h e  declared tha t  the Indian I'rinces 
hat1 full sympathy with  t he  aspirations of their 
coun.trymen was like a. bomb-shell to the  British 
bureaubrates. They decided'to break the  independent - 
spirit of the  Maharaja and to bring him to his 
knees. Their imperielist designs to get complete 
control of Gilgit also pointed to the  sallle course. 
Thus began t he  politici1,l intr igue which succeeded 
too well for the  British. 

Certain grievances of t h e  Muslims who consti- 
tuted an overwhelming majority of the  population 
in Kashmir and Mirpur-Poonch areas provided t he  
starting ground. Sh. Mohd. Abdullah who had return- 
ed from Aligarh after passing his M. Sc. and imbibing 
the Aligarh spirit  became a convenient stooge. He 
had just been dismissed from the  post of a teacher 
in a Governmet high soh001 a t  Srinagar for  dis-obe- 
dience. H e  along wi th  some 'othe'r disgruntled 
educated Muslims laid the  foundation of the Muslim 
Conference a t  Srinagar. 

The anti-Maharaja and anti-Hindu propaganda 



of t he  Xuslim Conference wi th  the help of maulvis 
had immediate results.  The  religious fanaticism of 
the  illiterate Muslim masses thus roused resulted 
in wida-spread anti-Hindu riots in Kashmir as also 
in Mirpur and Poonchh Districts. Thousands of 
Hindus were killed o r  rendered homeless. The  
&haraja had to request  the  British h d i a n  Govern- 
ment for troops to quell the  riots and rebellion. 
His spir i t  was thus broken.  He had to appoint an 
inquiry commissian under t he  chairmanship of 
Xr. Glsncy and accept  many British Oficers 

The report  of t h e  Glsncy Commission, which  
the Maharaja accepted in toto brought  many 
privileges to t h e  Muslims. An under-matric 
Muslim ~ v z s  now t o  be preferred to a grodnate Hindu 
for recrui tment  to t h e  State  services. The S ta t e  
mzs  to  have a Legislative Assemblr called t h e  
Prr j i  Sabha. It was to have 75 members in  all, of 
&-hi& 33 were to be  elected. The  Mcslims w e r e  
given 21  elected seats. 

T h e  zgitetion end its success raised the  prestige 
of Sheikh BbdullaL ve ry  h igh among the  Muslims. 
The Muslim Conference, therefore, soon became the 
most representat i re  organization of 211 the Muslims 
of Kashmir, J a m m u  and Milpur-Poonch zrezs. The 
St-te Governmenr now begsn z policy of appease- 
ment towards t he  Xusl im Conference, which fu r ther  
heightened its prestige and made it aggressive in 
its  demsnds. Sheikh Abdullah had naw .become 
Sher-i-Kashmir. 



But a split  came in t he  Muslim Conference in 
the  year  1939 when  Sheikh Abdullah decided to 
convert the  Muslim Conference into Pu'ational Con- 
ference. H e  was able to  car ry  a majority of his 
gashmir i  followers w i th  him. But  t he  Muslims of 
Jammu and Mirpur-Poonch regions refused to 
follow his lead. 

Jammu, Mirpur, Poonch, and Muzaffarabad then 
became the  main centres of activity of t h e  Muslim 
Conference. It continued its work in Kashnlir as 

well unher t he  leadership of Maulvi Mohd. Yusuf, 
t h e  chief Mullah of Srinagar.  His  par ty  came to 
be known as 'BAKRA' party as against the 
'SHER' ( t iger)  par ty  of Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah. 
But  the  central l e ~ d e r s h i p  of t he  Muslim Conference 
now passed into t h e  hands of Punjabi speaking 
Muslims like Chaudhary Ghulam Abbas. C h a u d h a r ~  
Hamid-Ullah and Sardar Mohd. Ibrahim. 

Ch. Ghulam Abbas, t h e  present  supreme head 
of t h e  so-called Azad Kashmir Government  is the 
ablest of t he  Muslim Conference leaders and has 
been dominating it since the split. He was a 
practising lawyer a t  J a m m u  before h e  joined the 
Muslim Conference. Being a s t rong  man  of firm 
convictions, h e  has  courted ar res t  several  times. 
H e  had been arrested before t he  Pakistani  invasion 
began but  was released b~ Sheikh Abdull~ah's 
Government  and allowed a safe passage to  Pakistan. 
H e  is -. now t h e  guiding figure behind t h e  Muslim 



Conference and the  so-called Azad Kashmir 
Government. 

Ch. Hamid Ullah was also a practising lawyer 
a t  Jammu. H e  became president of the Muslim 
Conference after Ch. Ghulam Abbas's arrest.  He 
is an arm chair  politician of l i ttle intrinsic worth.  

Sardar Mohd. Ibrahim the president of the so- 
called A z ~ d  Kasmir Government hails from Poonch. 
He was educated et the expense of t h e  State. He 
was sent to  England from where he  returaed as a 
barrister. He was then xppointed public prosecutor 
n t  Srinagsr, but he found the sa ls r r  too meagre and 
the lure of politics too attractive. So h e  gave up 
the job and entered the Muslim Conference. He 
organised the  rebellion in Poonch with the collabo- 
ration of Pakistani raiders. He  was then boosted 
up b y  Pakistan as leader of the  State Muslims as 
against Sheikh Abdullah. 

Besides these three and JIaulvi h s u f  of Kashmir, 
there 2re numerous young workers of t h e  Muslim 
Conference, fired by the  3Iuslim League i d e o l o g ~ .  
Under this new leaderahip the Muslim Confernce 
became a branch of the  A11 India Nuslim League. 
It, therefore, supported the  damand for Pakistan and 
wanted the whole of Jammu & Kashrnir State to 
accede to it .  Finding the chances of early access- 
ion of hasmir  State to Pakistan b r  pressure tactics 
fading swap due to the resolute stand taken by the 
Pr ime Minister, Mr. Mehar Chand Mahajan, the 



Muslim Conference leaders, in  collaboration with 
t he  Palcistsn Government, hatched the  plan of 
invading the State from outside. 

The  Muslim Conference has virtually disappe-.red 

from the  Jammu area as an nrgnization since rhe 
successful suppression of their  attempted Coup in 
Jammu. Most of i ts  active workers  have gone 79 
Pakistan or are  living in  t he  so called 4231 K a s h r ~ i r  
territory. But t he  Muslims who sti l l  remoin in 
the Jkmmu region owe fullest allegiance to P ~ ~ k i s t l n  
and Muslim Lezgue ideology. T h e  Azad Rashx i r  
territory is now the centre  of the  Muslim Conier- 
ence. But  i t  has revived i ts  activities in Kashlnir 
as well and has already gained considerable s t r e n g ~ h  
there. The c o n s t ~ n t  Pakistani propoganie throcgh 
radio supplemented by whispering c ilmpnign of 
Pakistani agents and supported by the  pro-Pal t i s t~n 
inclinations of t he  educated officials and Mullih 
class has been helping t h e  revival of Muslim 
Conference in  Kashmir. 

2 The Jammn & Kashmir National Conference. 

The Jammu and Kashmir National Conference 
or more correctly tho  Kashmir National Conference 
for it is almost non-existant out  of Kashmir. is 
literally the creation of Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah. He 
hae made it the National Conference and i t  ha s  in its 
turn  made h im what  h e  is to-day. He dominates this 
orgnization as Mr. Jinnah used to dominate the  All 
India Muslim League. Therefore his s t reng th  and 



~ e a k n e s s  are the  s t rength  and weakness of the 
National Conference. 

Sheikh Mohd. Abduilah is a massively built, tsll,  
handsome and intelligent man. Coming from the 
lowly class of boatmen he  proved t o  be exceptionally 
brilliant in  studies. Af te r  passing his  M. Sc. from 
Aligarh h e  returned t o  Kashmir t o  take' up  t h e  post 
of a science teacher in  a High School. But  h e  was no t  
to  remain a school tezcher. H i s  Aligarh spir i t ,  
which was quickeneri by h is  dimissal f rom* t h e  
school for  indisciplined behaviour towards t h e  
Hindu Inspector of schools, whom h e  considered 
to be his  inferior from rhe point of view of academic 
degrees, soon brought him to the political field. 
Beginning as a tool of  he Brit ish Poli t ical  Agent ,  
he soon became concious of t h e  power t h a t  h e  could 
weild among the  ignorant Muslim mases of Kashmir  
bp dextrous use of his eloquent tongue and bold 
advocacy of their  rights. His knowledge of his  r i ch  
country and insight into t h e  distressed condition of 
its inhabitants  coupled ~ i t h  h is  hatred for t h e  ~gov-  
e rnment  dominated by the Hindus made him bitter- 
ly anti-Maharaja and anti-Hindu. T h e  Muslim 
Conference tha t  he  created roused t h e  Muslim 
fanaticism to a high pitch result ing in  wide spread 
rioting in which thousands of Hindus and Sikhs  
were killed or  rendered homeless. T h e  reforms 
and concessions for Muslims that followed t h e  
disturbances raised his prestige among the Muslim 
masses especially in Kashmir v e r y  high. 



But Sheikh Abdullah is an extremely ambitious 
man. He could no t  remain contented with adminis- 
trative reforms o r  increased share  of Muslims in 
the  administration. H e  wanted real power. This  
h e  soon realised, could be poasible, only with t h e  
help and support  of t h e  forces working for similar 
ends in  British India  and other States. The support  
of Muslim League did not  appear to him of much 
value. H e  must ge t  the  support  of the powerful 
Indian.  National Congress, he  thought, if h e  x a s  
to achieve real power in Kashmir. This was poss- 

ible only if h e  could change colours, becoxre a 
nationalist in place of a communalist. He ?on- 
dered over the  pros and cons of the s i tuacon.  
Like a real and practical  statesman he  soon realised 
that  political power in a country like Xashmir 
proper, where Muslims formed about 95 p. c. of :he 
population, whenever and however i t  might come 
in the  popular hands, mould mean power i n  rhe 
Muslim hands. H e  visualised that  the  real question 
before the  Muslims in  Kashmir unlike those of 
Jammu or other parts  of India mas not how to  get 
a particular share in the  power tha t  the  Congress 
wanted to  wrest  from t h e  unwilling British hands 
but how to  get  t h e  power itself. This interest  he  
realised could be best served by alliance wi th  the 
Indian National Congress. Therefore, h e  decided 
to convert his Muslim Conference into the Nations1 
Conference. But  it was not t o  be the same t h b g  
as t h e  Congress. Its flag was to be quite d i s t inc t  

. .  - -  



from the  Congress flag as also its disciplne and 
programme. The National conference flag is red 
in colour with a white plough in  t h e  centre. 

He, as seen above, was able to carry a majority 
of his former followers x i t h  him in Kashmir. the 
National Conference now began to develop as mainly 
a Rashtniri organization. It had l i t t l i  or no hold i n  
other parts of the State. In J a m m u  it was almost 
non-existant till =power was transferred to the  
hands of Sheikh Abdullbh and the  Xationsl .Confe- 
rence in October. 1947 But it gained stre'ngth and 
popularity in Kzshmir. X r .  Gopal Swamy Agpangar, 
t he  then Prime Minister of Kashmir State followed 
a friendly policy tower% it. Due to the advice of 
P t .  Jawahar  La1 Nehru some Kashmiri Pandits too 
joined it. But major it^ of them still doubted his 
bonafides and remained aloof. 

The Maharajni 1945 decided to have two pog- 
ular Ministers, one Hinlllcl and one Muslims. The Mus- 
lim Minister was takenfrom t h e  National Conference. 
This fur ther  increased the  prestige of the National 
Confernce nominee in the Cabinet. Mi rza Afzal Beg 
could not pull on well with P t .  Ram Chandra Kak, 
who happened to be the first Kashmiri Prime l i n i -  
s ter  of Karihmir in  the Dogra rule. So he  resigned 
and the  National Conference withdrew its suppciit 
from the  Gvernment early in 1946. 

Those were the days of t h e  visit of cabinet miss- 
ion  to India. The t a l k s  of transfer of power to 



lndian hands were  going apace. Sheikh Abdullah 
now thought t h e  opportunity to  be ripe for another 
somersault to gain power in Kashmir. Repudiating 
his earlier s tznd for full responsible Government 
under the aegis of the  Maharaja., he  raised t he  cry 
of quit  Rashmir. 

Thh Quit Kashmir movement of 1946 was organi- 
sed by Sheikh Abdullah on the  pat tern  of Quit India 
movement of  August  1942 He began wi th  a memo- 
r a n d ~ ~ r n  submitted to t h e  cab ine t  ~ i s s i o n .  It denou- 
nced the Treaty  of Amritsar, which gave British 
recognition to t h e  Dogra rule over Kashmir as a 

sale deed 2nd wanted t h a t  i t  should be scrapped and 
Kashmir he  g i ren  back to the  Kashmiris. It was 
followed h y  a campaign of very  voilent and abusive 
speeches against t h e  Dogras in general and the  ruling 
family in particular.  Preparations mere also made 
to  overthrow coilenlty t he  Maharaja's authority in 
Kas hmir . 

Before t he  movement could reach t h e  desired 
pitch,  Sheikh Abdullah left Kashmir to  consult 
Congress leaders, especially Pandi t  Nehru.  But he  
was arrested on his way to Rawrrlpindi. Thedistur-  
bances tha t  followed were put  down by t h e  State 
Government with a s t rong  hand. I. 

The rash a t tempt  of Pt. Nehru  to  come to  Rash- 
mir in the  midst of t h e  whole affray and the foolish 

decision of the  State  Govornment to ban his ent ry  
into t he  State gave t h e  Quit  Kashmir movement an 



all India publicity and importance. The temporary 
arrest of Pt. Xehru alienated the sympathies of the 
Indian Public from the Maharaja and his administ- 
ration and the National Conference obtained an 
unexpected and unmerited support from the  Indian 
public and press. The net result of the whole drnmn 
was that  a feeling of bitterness was created in 
the minds of Pt. Nehru against the Maharaja and 
his Prime Minister Pt. Kak and vice versa. This 
personal :bitterness, as we shall see later,  had very 
unfortunate effect on the Indo-Kashmir relations 
and has contributed to a good extent to  t he  unhappy 
developments in the State since then. 

Sheikh Abdullah and his many other lieutenants 
were ch2rged with sedition and tried in  an open 
court by the  Stste government. Most of them were 
found guilty and convicted. But Bakhshi Qhulam 
Mohamed was able to escape. He carried on inten- 
sive propaganda in the Indian press in  favour of t he  
National Conference and against the  Kak regime. 
An almost illiterate lorry driver by profession, this 
Bakhshi Ghulam Mohamed is a fine orgniser and is 
the most faithful lieutenant of Sheikh Abdulla 
Sheikh Abdullah has rewarded him well for his faith- 
fulness. H e  is the deputy Prime Minister and Home 
Minister in  the interim ministry of Sheikh Abdullah 

The great interest and sympathy shown by Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru for the Quit Kashmir Movement 
and its leaders made him very popular among 
Kashmiri Muslims- in -general and Yational Confer- 



ence people in particular. The opposition of the 
Muslim Conference and t h e  Muslim League to t h e  
Quit  Kashmir Movement was resented by Kashmiri 
Muslims. The  feeling, therefore began to grow in the 
minds of t h e  Indian public tha t  Kashmiri Muslims 
under the leadership of Sheikh dbdull3h would prefer 
to remain as s part of India ra ther  than join Pakistan. 
Sheikh Abdullah and his leiutensntr; strengthened 
this impression by their  speechec. delivered in 
different parts of India. Pt. Ja-fi ahrlal  Sehru ' s  
persor.al . , interest  and liking for Kashmir and Sheikh 
A ~ d u l l a h  also created t h e  same feelinz. Thus  Natio- 
nal Conference began to enjoy the  support  of the  
whole of India as against the Maharaja and his 
Adnlinistration. The  result  is t ha t  the  N ~ t i o n s l  
Conference today is t h e  party in power in  no t  o n l ~  
Kashmir but  t he  ent i re  State on the Indian side of 
the  cease fire line. Sheikh ,kbdullah's calculations 
have proved correct.  He has become master not 
only of Kashmir bu t  also of t he  Dogra region. 
Kashmiri Muslims rule  Dogras todar  just as the 
Dogras ruled Kashmiris yesterdar .  

But t he  Nationalconference has passed i t s  zenith. 
Its decline has s e t  in. The SIuslim Conference 
is again gaining ground in  Ksshmir. The  younger 
members of t h e  National Conference are  fast  turning 
communist. 

The Communist Element in the National Conference. 

This brings us to  t h e  communist element in  the- 



National Conference. Some of the active supporters 
and workers of the  National Canference have been 

communistrr from the very beginning. For  instance 
Mr.  Gulam Mohamed Sadik, the  present Develop- 

ment Min i~ te r  in Sheikh Abdullah's administration, 
r .  D P. Dhar, the Deputy Home Minister, Mr. 

Girdhari Lsl Dogra, the  Finance Minister and a 

large number of newly appointed secretaries and 
district  officers are old and confirmed  communist^. 

L r g e  number of- corn~nunist workers from India 
likecomrede Dhanwartin, Comrade B. P. J L .  Bedi 
and many others are working in the Sational Con- 
ference and the Xational Militia. They are working 
to control the Sational Conference. Kashmir to- 
d a r  is one of the  strongest communist strongholds 
in India. A detailed review of the communist 
ac t i~ i t i e s  in Kashmir will be found in another 
chapter. 

3. The Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad. 

The youngest of the  political organisations work- 
ing in the state is t he  Jammu & Kashmir Praja 
Parishad though i t  would be more correct o l  call i t  
Jan;mu Praj Parishad for its activities have remai- 
ned confined EO far to t h e  Jammu area alone. The 
Dogra region of t he  Jammu Province, as shown 
abore. had no political orgnization worth the name 
till recently. A fallacious feeling tha t   the^ belong 

t o  the ruling race, had created a false sense of self 
complacency in the  Dogras. They rernainedsteeped 



in  their  factional politics. When  the  great change 
came, there  was no political orgnization in Jammu 
to share  power with the  National Conference. 
There  was a political racuum in J a m m u .  The Natio- 
nal Conference could not fill this vacuum bemuse 
of i ts  past  anti-Dogra record and lack of s y r n p ~ t h y  
and understamling in its rank and file for the needs 
end problems of the  J ammu people. 

It was to  meet this ~ i t u a t i o n  that  the  P r ~ j z  Pari- 
shad was formed soon ~ f t e r  the  ~ r o v i s i o n ~ l  :tccession 
of t h e  s ta te  to India. 11-i thin one year it h ~ s  become 
a living organisation wi th  a network of branches all 
over t h e  J a m m u  area ~ n d  cz membership of over one 
lac. Its president L. R u p  Chand Nanda is ; prccti-. 
cal man wi th  ti realistic approach to the  problems 
facing the Etete, especiaI1~- the  Jalllmu people. H e 
has so111e able and zellous yoling lieutennnts, like 
Pt. Shyam Lcl, Shri C u r p  9:s and Th. S ~ h d e v  Singh. 
Durga Dns is t h e  yocng generzl sec re t :~r ;  of this 
young organisstion.  the^ hcve t-ken up  the  task 
of educating the people about the  changes thz t  hzve 
taken place in  t h e  Stste.  They have succdeded to a 
good extent  i n  raising them above their  pe t ty  clanish 
and sectional bickerings. They are de td~mined  to. 
see the J emmu region making progross as an  integral 
par t  of the  Indian Union. They also wznt  to heve 
Kashmir for  India, if they can. But  they cannot l e t  
their part of t h e  State go to Paliistgn, in zny  case. 

But t h e  real leader of the people in J a m m u  is 
dignified, grey-haired, shor t  sized Pandit Prem Nath 



Dogra. Hi s  penetrat ing eye.. winning smile anci 
affability wi th  3 long record of selfless   err ice to the  
people has  made him a natur::l leader of Jammu.  
His weakness is t h a t  h e  want? rr) plexse every bodr 
and is good natured to a fault .  Be is the  main fig- 
ure in t h e  Praja  Pnriqhad and ht. alone v .n  deliver 
the goocls in  Jammu.  

Besides these three  main polirical o r g ~ n i z l t i o n s  in 
the  State now dominating t h e  3lirpur-Poonch-Muza- 
ffarabad, Kashmir and J a n m u  regions ~i the State  
respectively, t he re  are some c i n o r  orgaoizi t ions 
which  too have a considerable influence on  some 
section of the  people. T h e  most importznt of these 
is the  Kashmiri Pand i t  Conference. It is t h e  politi- 
cal organisation of t h e  Kashmiri ?indits ~ h o  a re  the 
most important  and influential a inor i tp  community 
of K ~ s h m i r .  Thei r  in teres ts  and eTen their existence 
depends on Kashmir's permanent ~ccess ion  to  India. 
So they generally suppor t  Sheikh dbdul lah and his  
National Conference. But  t h e y  are very critical of 
Abdullah's administration and its attitude towards 
minorities. 

Another  organisation of note is t h e  Buddhist  
Association of Leh. It is t h e  oni r  representative 
organisation of t h e  40,000 Buddhists of Ladakh. It 
too stands foraccess ion to  India Is any case. Its 
view-point is  contained in  t h e  m e ~ o r a n d u m  submit&- 
ed by its representatives to t h e  In i i an  Government 
some time back. ( See Appendix A. ) -- 



CHAPTFR V. 

THE SI'ATE'S DILEMA 

The  growing political conciousness in t h e  differ- 
e n t  linguistic and cultural groups in  the  population 
of t h e  s ta teand  the  resultant separatist tendencies 
coupled wi th  the extent  and diversity of t h e  territo- 
ries of the  State. would have led, sooner or later,  to 
t h e  dissolution of this medieval creation of Maharaja 
Gulab Singh. But  t ha t  might have been a slow and 
peaceful process. T h e  pace of events in  t h e  state 
however, was quickened by the  circumstances 
leading to and following t h e  partition of India. 
Kashmir problem, as it exists to day in fac t  is a 
direct  out-come of t h e  partition of India. 

The J u n e  3rd plan which accepted t h e  principle 
of parti t ion and laid down the  procedure to  give 
effect t o  i t  placed t h e  J ammu and Kashmir state in 
a very  difficult position. Though theoraticallp it  
conceded .an independent status to all t h e  states 
after t he  lapse of British paramountcy,  it 
advised them to join one or  t h e  o ther  domi- 
nion in  the i r  own interest  as also that of t h e  new 



dominions. The geographical contiguity wae laid 
down as t he  main factor guiding their  choice of 
the dominion for accession. For  the most of t h e  
Indian states except those few which were directly 
or indirectly in league with Pakistan, the choice 
was obvious. But tha t  was not the case with t h e  
J a m m u  and Kashrnir state. Geographically it is 
contiguous to  both the dominions. Historically it 
has more links with India than Pakistan 2nd eco- 
nomically i t  is almost entirely dependent upon t h e  
former. Some of its parts have close social and 
cultural ties with India while others have closer 
ties wi th  Pakistan. But a majority of its population 
as a  hole is Muslim while the  ruler is a Dogra 
Hindc. Its position therefore was very unenviable. 

There were three courses open to  t he  state. It 
could accede to India, or to Pakistan or remain 
independentl. Mr. J innah claimed Kashmir for 
Pakistan on the  ground of its being 3. Muslim majo- 
rity unit contiguous to Pakistan. I n  fact  he was so  
confident about i t  tha t  he  told a deputation of t h e  
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference "Kashmir 
is in  my pocket". 

Indian leaders also wantod Kashmir to  accede 
to India. But they did not base their  claim on the 
natural ground of its being an integral  part  of India 
which could not be affected by t h e  partition agree- 
ment which concerned only British India. They 
counted on the  support of t h e  Kashmiri Muslim 



followers of She ikh  Abdullah who held the  balance 
between the  Hindus w h o  wanted the  s tate  to accede 
to India and t h e  supporters  and followers of the 
the Muslim Conference preferred Pakistan. There- 
fore the Indian leaders especially Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru wanted to appease Sheikh Abdullah by putt- 
ing him in power before accepting the  accession 
of Kashmir so  t h a t  India  could be sure  of the support  
of Sheikh Abdullah and his Muslim followers. 
This stand of t h e  Indian leaders mas in keeping 
with h e i r  declared policy t h a t  t h e  decision about 
accession should ult imately rest  wi th  the  people 
and not with t h e  rulers  of t he  States. 

This put the  Maharaja on t h e  horns of dilemma. 
He did  lot want  t o  accede to Pakistan and his 
preference mas definitely for  Indie. But t he  condi- 
tion of put t ing Sheikh Abdullah in power before 
accession of his  s t a te  to  India could be accepted 
was unpalatable to  h im.  Sheikh Abdullah had made 
no secret of h is  hostiality to  t he  person and govern- 
ment of t h e  Maharaja. He and his National 
Conference wanted him to qui t  Kashmir bag and 
baggage before t hey  could give their  opinion about  
the accession authoritat ively.  Accession to  India, 
therefore, meant  t o  h im a so r t  of voluntary abdica- 
tion of his author i ty  over  Eashmir  without any 
definite gurantee t h a t  Sheikh Abdullah and his 
followers would decide to  accede to India even after 
obtaining full power. On t h e  other  hand Pakistan 
Government began to  of fer  him alluring terms if he 



joined Pakistan. The Maharaja, therefore  was bee  
ween t h e  d e ~ i l  and the  deep sea. Accession to 
India  meant immediate t ransfer  of power  t o  Sheikh 
Abdullah wirhout anF definite gurantee  -about t h e  
f u t u r e  of the ctate. His sent iments  and patriotism 
stood in  t h e  way  of accession t~ Pakis tan .  So he 
deferred decision. 

Ult irnateir  the third course o i  remaining inde- 
pendent  began :o appeal to him.  His P r ime  Minister 

Pt. Ram C h ~ n i a r  IIdk  as an e n i h u s i ~ s t i c  supyor- 
ter of this ide-. His ~ g r e e r n e n t s  viere sclund. But 
t h e  present writer r e m ~ i n e d  unconrinced about the 
advisability ~i ~ d o p t i n g  xhzt course a f t e r  two long 
discussions ~ i i h  him. i Ie  i~rgued  rhat  J ammu and 
Kashrnir being .A Muli::: : ~ ? . t j o r i t ~  t ~ t e .  Pakistan 
h a s  a logical c l i ~ n  on i t  on :he basis on  which  India 
had been partitioned. Accession r o  India,  * h e  said, 
would be resented by Pakis tan and t h e r e  .would be 
t rouble  in Xuslim majority par t s  of the s ta te .  Fur- 
t h e r  accession TO India would mean p u r ~ i n g  Sheikh 
Abdullah in porrer. He doubted Sheikh  Abdullah's 
bonafides and sincerity. On h is  assert ion being 
challenged he  warmed up and said "I too am a 
Kashmiri.  I know Sheikh Abdullah too well. Hi6 
past antecedents and present  policies if studied 
realistically. can not warrant  any  o ther  conclusion." 

A l l  this :soucied quite plausible. B u t  what he 
could not e x p l i i ~  convincingly wes t h e  way inde- 
pendent  s ta tus  o i  Kashmir was to  be maintained in  



face of hostile Pakis tan  and indifferent India. His 
plan was tha t  Kashmir should remain independent 
for some pears till India  become s t rong and her  
leaders h r n e d  more realistic in their  policies. Then 
he thought, would be t h e  t ime to accede to India. 
But the weight  of these  arguments  was taken swag 
by his close a~soc ia t ion  wi th  enemies of India like 
Nawab of Bhopal whose Home Minister Mr. Shoaib 
Qureshi, now i n  Pakis tsn  Fore ign Service. had come 
down to Srinagar to  live wi th  him. We  pointed 
out t o  him tha t  t h e  example of independent Kashmir 
would s t rengthen t h e  separat is t  and Pakistani 
elements in Bhopal and Hyderabad. But his perso- 
nal ambition and bi t terness  against  P t .  Nehru, 
perhaps, stood in t he  wag of his appreciating this 
point of view. H e  was however ,  not A l e  to  get 
much  support  from t h e  Hindus for  this policy of 
independence. But  t h e  Xuslinz conference, stran- 
gel)- enough. supported this rnove for  independence. 
May be, i t  wanted to  prevent  Kashmir from acce- 
ding !o India till Pak is tan  became free f r o m  internal 
problems created by part i t ion to tu rn  her  at tent ion 
to Kitshmir. 

T.he ne t  result  of this conflict and confusion in 
the  mind of t he  Maharaja and his Prime Minister 
was t ha t  Kashmir s t a t e  had not  decided about 
accession till the  eve of parti t ion day. The dismissal 
of P t .  Ram Chandra Kak o n  t h e  10th of dugust did 
create some hope of immediate accession to  India. 
But i t  remained unfulfilled. T h e  Maharaja and his 



advisers failed to take the r ight  decision even then. 
A t  the eleventh hour they decided to send tele- 
graphic requests to Mr. J innah and Lord Mountbatten 
for stand-still agreements. J innah  a t  once accepted 
the  request and a stand-scill agreement was made. 
But Indian Government started protracted negotia- 
tions which remained incomplete till  the  date of 
Pakistani invasion. 

The decision ,of the  Maharaja to enter into a 
standstill agreement with Pakistan was a great 
blunder.' I t  showed his inability to distinguish 
between friend and foe and appreciate the true 

character of Pakistan. 

Pakistan could not remain content with stand-still 
agreement. She wanted to grab the  whole state. 
The  stand-still agreement removed he r  anxietr  sbout 
immediate accession of the s tate  to  India for she  
was not in a position just then to put h e r  full weight 
on the  state. It gave her  time to strangulate 
Kashmir econojnically and militarily before deliver- 
ing the final blow. This failure of Kashmir State 
to accede t,o India before the  15th of August is res- 
ponsible for much of the  tragic drama tha t  has been 
enacted in that  state since then. There  can be no 
doubt that  'accession of the s tate  to India before 
t ha t  fateful date would have simplified the  issue. 
Most of the Pakistani Muslims of the  State would 
have surely gone over to Pakistan and their place 
might  have been taken by the  Hindu and Sikh 



refugees from the West Punjab.  That solution 
would have sure l r  saved the  lives of thousands of 
men. women and childern and lessened t h e  posibility 
of the armed conflict between the  two dominions 
over Kashmir though i t  might h a r e  engendered 
great heat on bo th  sides for the  moment. The  Kash- 
mir affair in  that case would have been settled once 
for 311. But th3t was not  to be. 

It is difficult to  apportion blsme for Kashmir 
state's failure to  dccede to  Indij. in time. Pt. Ram 
Chandra kak has been generally blamed for this 
blunder. But a dispassionate study of t h e  events in 
the state preceeding and following the  15th of 
August  shows that  he  alone is not 'to be blamed. 
The Maharaja and the  Indian Government especially 
Pt. Jaw-ahar La1 Nehru who considered Kashmir 
affair as his reserved subject are  e q u s l l ~  to  blame. 
The Maharaja should have dismissed Kak if  he  did 
not agree with his policies. Kak mas h i  servant  
and not his master. The  t ru th  is tha t  he  was flat- 
tered by the  plans of Kak and his o ther  advisers 
about making him His  Majesty just as the  Nizam 
was elated by Link Ali's grandoise schemes about 
making him the  Emperor  of India. F u r t h e r  Maha- 
raja failed to approach the problem realistically. H e  
lacked foresight. H e  should have .accepted any 
terms and conditions laid down by the Indian 
Govrnment and acceded to  India. It might  have 
meant some personal humiliation for him for the 
time being but i t  would have sared him from t h e  



humiliation to which he  is being subjected by 
Sheikh Abdullsh today .  

But  t h e  Maharaja alone is not to blame. He was 
d t e r  all an  Indian prince who had been pampered 
and misguided by his foolish advisers. Pt. Jawaha r  
La1 Nehru should have been more broadminded. 
H e  should have risen above personal likes and dis- 
likes and tackled the problem realistically. Had 
the Maharaja been offered half -as good terms 
as the Nizam was offered later on-  and 
release of Sheikh Abdullah and transfer of ful l  
power to  him not been insisted j u ~ t  then as a pre- 
requisite of accession the shape of things in Kash- 
mir might h a r e  been quite different. The  a a h a -  
raja could h a r e  then been easily persuaded by 
Sardar Patel ,  as he  has done in the case .of other  
princes, to  hand over power to t he  popular leaders 
like Sh. Abdullah. The ambition of Pt. Kak, foolish- 
ness of the .Maharaja and the  narrowminded and 
unrealistic policies of Pt. Jawahar La1 Nehru thus  
conspired together to prepare the  ground for t h e  
rise of the Kashmir problem. 



CHAPTER VI. 

PAKISTAN PLANS THE INVASION. 

The dismissal of Pt. Ram Chandra Kak on the 
10th of August  had sent  a r a r e  of consternation 
in the Pnkis tsni  circles. But they fe l t  renssured 
when they found tha t  the  dismisnl of Pt. Kak w a s  not 
followed, as  expected, by 2ccession to India. The 
standstill agreement  wi th  Pakistan.  which follo- 
wed, pa re  them great  relief. They thought  that  
the  worst  was over 2nd  t h a t  rhe s tate  would slip 
into the  bosom of Pakistan in due  course 

But the i r  hopes vanished r h e n  the  Mahsraja'e 
Government vigorouslr  protesrei  to  t he  Pakistan 
Government against  the  hoisting of Pakistan flag 
on the s t a t e  post  offices which Pakistan thought  
had come under h e r  control according to t h e  stand- 
still  agreement.  T h e  Maharaja's Government even 
went a step fu r the r .  Ther requested the  Indian 
Government to  take  charge  of t he  Post  and Tele- 
graph administration in the  s tate .  This showed t h e  
bent of mind of t h e  Maharaja. 

Pakistan government and the Pakistani elements 



in the s tate  now began to devise other methods for 
bringing the  s tate  into Pakistan. The  pressing 
internal problem that came in t he  wake  of the parti- 
tion and the  situation in the  N .  W. F. P. where 
the  Congress party was still in power did not permit 
Pak is t ln  Government to put  direct pressure on 
the  s tate  just then. So steps were -taken to put 
indirect pressure. It took three forms-economic 
blockade, Pakistani propaganda among t h e  Muslims 
population and ofiiciols in the s tate  to prepare them 
for  a rising from within and organised raids into 
t h e  western districts of c~he s t ~ t e  from without.  
Side by side with these, preparations began to be 
made in the  tribsl areas as also in the dir t r ic ts  
adjoining the R ~ s h m i r  s t l t e  f o r  direct assault a t  t he  
opportune moment which. it mas thought,  could 
come in winter alone ~ r h e n  the main l ine of 
communication between Jarnmu and Srinagar gets  
blocked due to heavy snow-fall on the  Benihal pass. 

Economic blockade was quite eas r .  Though con- 
tiguous t3 both the dominions all the  main lines 
of communicotion of the state passed into Pakistan. 
Jammu was linked by rail and road wi th  Sialkot 
and Srinagar mas linked with Rawalpindi and Abbo- 
titbad by motorable roads. Most of the  import and 
export trade of the state passed through these 
channels. A11 the necessities of life like salt, soap, 
sugar, cloth, food-grains petrol and kerosene 
oil meant for Kashmir state  used to be stocked in 
t he  markets of Rawalpindi and Sialkot from where 



they were sent  to  K ~ s h m i r  in motor lorries. The 
Pakistan Government stopped their  movement into 
the  state.  The  rail l ink with J a m m u  was broken. 
All the engines, bogies and the  Muslim staff on the  
intermediary stations were removed one night to 
P ~ k i s t a n  leaving t h e  Hindu staff to fend for them- 
selves. This naturally caused great  hardship to 
the  public and t h e  s tate  Gorernment .  Even the 
supplies for which papmelit had been made were 
stopped. Stoppage of the supp ly  of petrol affected 
the  intei-nal t ransport  and military movements as 

well. The  s ta te  Government protested against this 
breach of the  stand-still agreement but to  no avail. 
Even the  rnotor lorries sent  from Srinagar  t o  fetch 
the supplies were confiscatei h r  the  Pakistan 
authorities. 

Along wi th  this  econolnic blockade virulent 
Pakistani propaganda was se t  on foot  in t he  stste.  
Parties of s tudents  of Is l smis  C ~ l l e g e  Lshore  and 
Aligarh University began to  t ~ u r  the st3te villages. 
The  Muslim officials of t he  s t s te  and the  Muslim 
personnel of the  s ta te  police and armed forces were 
completely won over. Some of t h e  h igh r ~ n k i n g  
Muslim military and civil officials like Col. Adslat 
Khan, Major Sher  Ali. Captain Mohd. Hussain. 
Lieut. Qayum and many others began to work 
actively for  insurrection from within. Others  like 
Mian Abdul Rsshid, t h e  senior Superintendent of 
Police of J a m m u .  Ch. Fuz Ulluh. the District Officer 
of Biramuls  on1 Inany o thers  b e g m  to prep3re the  



civil population. Arms and ammunition began to  
be smuggled in large quantities from Pakistan into 
the state. Regular training in the use of fire arma 
began to be given in the moeques a t  Jammu, 
Srinagar and elsewhere. 

To divert t h e  attention of t he  authorities and 
disperse the  state troops over large areas raids were 
organised all along the western border especially 
in the Poonch area. The local Muslims were also 
incited to rise in  rebellion in Poonch and ,Bagh 
areas. 

These developments after all roused t h e  Maha- 
raja out of his slamber and self-complacency. But  
it was rather too late. Thakur Janak Singh on 
whom premiership had been thrust  after Pt. R. C. 
Kak's dismissal was too old and timid to intiate and 
carry out any policy a t  all. No Indian states- 
man wanted to risk his reputation .by taking over- 
the charge of the state at  such a critical time. Con- 
tinued absence of the National conference leaders, 
then in jail, had left the field free for Muslim 
conference whose followers were becoming rather  
aggressive. 

The  change in  the policr of the state took two 
forms. In  the first place Sheikh Abdullah and his 
associates were released from jail so that  they might. 
counteract the growing influence of the  Muslim 
Conference and prepare the ground for accession to 
India. I n  the second place Mr. Justice Mehar Chand 



Mahajan, who happened to be an old subject r ~ t  the 
state was persuaded with great  difficulty to become 
the  head of t h e  s ta te  administration and heip i t  in 
weathering t h e  s torm tha t  had already galhered.  

This release of Sheikh dbdullah and appoinrment 
of L.Mehdr Chand Mahajan to the  premiership of 
the  s tate  early in  October came as a shock r9 the  
Pakistmis ,  inside and outside thes t a t e .  The  k i d e r s  
of P a k i s t ~ n  knew L. Mehar Chand Mahajsn  tor^ well 
to  under-estimate his s t ren th  and capacity. He was 
knowh r c ~  enjoy t h e  support  of t h e  I n d i m  goverrime- 
n t  as nei:. F u r t h e r ,  baink a subject of t h e  S t i ~ e  he 
knew its 3eople and territories too well to  be ezsily 
hood-winked h y  Pakistani  of icers  o r  foolish aarlsers 
of the  &haraja. 

The  r i i s t  th ing  h e  did was to speed up the  nezotia- - 

tions with rhe Indian government and requesteC :hem 
for a liber-1 supply of arms and arnmunitions f ~ i  the 
state t ro r~ps .  The  Indian Government too. had 
been forced to th ink  realistically by the  repor:s of 
R. S. Sh i r  Saran Lal, t h e  Deputy Commissioner of 
Dera I s n ~ a i l  Khan i n  N. W. F. P. about t h e  p r e p r a -  
tions in  the  tribal area for an invasion of Kashmir. 
So they agreed to  supply * the  necessary arms etc. 
Shr i  Mahajnn himself toured the state  to  reassure 
t h e  people and prepare them for  self-defence. 

The Pakistan government too, now free ?:om 
other imrcediate and pressing problems c r e a t e  by 
t h e  partition, became aler t .  They did not want to 



give Shr i  Mahajan time to re-organise and strength- 
en the  state's administra'tion and defences. So they 
changed the programme of invasion. It was decided 
to begin the invasion in October. The plan as re- 
vealed by  Subedar Munawar Hussain of the  4th 
Jammu and Rashmir infantry to a young H i n d u  
friend of t h e  present writer, who had been mixing 
with him and other Muslim conspirators in the guise 
of a Muslim, was as follows:- 

1. Invasion of the State territories was to  begin 
from Muzaffarabad and Jammu sides ~ i r n u l t a n e o b s l ~  
between the 20th and 22nd of October so as to capture 
the  cities of Jammu and Srinagar by the  Id-ul-Zaha 
which fell on the 25th of October. 

2 .  Attempt was t o  be made on the life of the 
Maharaja a t  Srinagar on the 24th when he was to  go 
in a procession to attend the Dasahara Darbar. 

3. The Muslim personnel of the State army on 
the  frontiers was to join the  invaders and tha t  of 
the  gsrrisons at  Jammu and Srinagar was to s tr ike 
after the  panic has spread. 

4. The  local Muslims at  Srinagar and Jammu 
were to keep quiet till the invasion had well adva- 
nced to  lull the authorities into a sense of security. 
They were to  prepare the ground for the victori- 
ous entry of the Mujahids. 

5. In order to prevent any help from India 
from reachig the State the aerodrome a t  Srinagar 
was to be captured first. A column of invaders 



was to move along the foot of the surrounding 
hills to secure the  Shupian and Banihal  passe^' 

leaving the other column to enter Srinagar. 

Maps and charts were ready and everything was 
to be done accoring to the plan. 

Brigadier Rajendra Singh, the chief of t he  State 
lnilitary staff and t he  Deputy Prime Minister Shri 
A.L.Batra were informed immediately about the plan 
of invasion. It was suggested to them that  Muslim 
personnel of the  army at  Srinagar should be disarmed 
forthwith. But i t  seems that they mere non-plussed. 
They had no reserves. All the  State forces had 
been spread over the  long Pak-Kashmir frontier. 
What they actually did was to send words to the 
commander of t-he garrison a t  Dome1 to be alert. 
He was also instructed to blow up  rhe bridges of 
Krishna Ganga and Jhelum a t  Muzaff arabad and 
Kohla. 

The news about the  expected invasion was confir- 
med by the whispering talk of the  Muslim officials 
among themselves to remember the 2 n d  October 
Some of them even informed their  Hindu friends to 
pack off to India if they wanted to save their lives. 

On the 21st morning the  author mas told by 
Brigadier Fakir  Singh, the Commander of the Sri 
nagtr Brigade that  Lieut. Qapum of the 4th Jammu 
and Kashmir infantry stationed at  Dome1 had come to 
him and assured that  everything rras O.K. there. 
He felt that t,he Lieut. h33 come t o  put him off the 



guard and wanted t h e  author to he lp  him know the 
real situation. It was then decided to send an adve- 
nturous young man, Harish Mitra. to Dome1 on a 
motor-bike to see th ings  f o r  himself and to warn  the 
commander of the  Garrison t h e r e  about the planned 
invasion. It was a problem t o  get the petrol. There  
was only a few gallons of i t  i n  %inagar, which 
had been flown in a tanker  from 1ndia. Twenty- 
second of October was spent  in  a r ranging  for  the 
petrol. Harish left  for Dome1 on t h e  23rd morning. 
Bu t  h e  LFZS back before sun-set. . 

On being asked t h e  reason of his immediate return 
by t h e  present wri ter  he  informed that the  game 
was up.  The invasion had begun and t h e  Hindu 
troops of the ctate forces. as was feared, had Seen 
taken b y  surprise by their own Muslim comrades. 



CHAPTFR VII. 

THE INVASION 

The tribal horde, armed and supported by the 
Pakistan Govt. and led h v  the officers of Pakist-n 
army that  entered the  Stzte from Hazara, district in 
the 3. W. F. P. along the  i~bbotabsd Muzsffarab~d. 
Domel-Srinagar road on the  22ntl o f  October, formed 
the spearhead of the  final t h e  biggest c t roke of 

Pakistan against t he  State.  I ts  objective I\-2s 

Kashmir valley and its  capital cit5- of Srinagar- 
Almost simultaneously new thrusts  were made and 

old intensified all along t h e  Kashnlir Pakistan border 
including Gilgit. These other  thrusts did not get  
much publicity because tb  ep  were directed against 
comparatively l i t t le known though strategically 
equally important parts  of the  state. Thep, as we 
shall see presently, succeeded in gaining their  
objectives in Gilgit and t h e  Western distrits of the 
state. But their  master plan to  occupy Srinagar and 
Jammu simultaneously and present t h e  world wi th  
a fait accompli before any outside help could come 
to the state was foiled 5y the timely arrival of the 



air-borne Indian troops in Srinagar and by t h e  
popular resistance put  u p  by the people of Jamrnu. 

In  order to appreciate the  magnitude of the  th rea t  
and the  success i t  achieved, one must have a clear  
picture of the  c i r c l l m s t ~ n r r s  which made i t  
possible. The  J;:nlrnu anti Kcshnl i r  s ta te  is  
contiguous to 110th Indid and Pakistan.The K ~ s h m i r -  
Pakis tan frontier is about  400 ~ n i l e s  long, a major 
portion of which is quite unnatural or ill-defined. 

Beginning from river Iyjhn, ;; v<estern t r ibutary of 
t h e  R.~ci. i t  runs tklr.ng t h e  . and along t h e  
distr icts  n i  Sislkot, Gujer-t and . J e h l ~ r n  of thk W e s t  
Punjab: then turning Xorth  i t  runs  along the  River 
Jehlanl  up to Kohala a t  which point the J e h l a m  
leaves the  stote to form its Western houndsi:-. F r o m  
Kohala onwzrds this frontier runs d o n g  the  Hazara 
distr ict  of t h e  V .  F. P. and then touches tho 
tribal area of T a g i s t i n  and t h e  frontier  s t ~ t e  of 
Chitral,  ~ h i c h  has acceded to Pa1;ist.m. 

During t h e  British regime t h e  s t ~ t e  had not  to  
worry  much  about this  long frontier.  T h e  prestige 
of Dngro arms estlblished by M a h ~ r a j ~  Gulab Singh 
coupled with t h e  British protection mas enough t o  
keep t h e  turbulent elements within and without  t h e  
s ta te  in  check. The  defences of the  Northern frontier  
of t h e  S ts te  used to  be a joint responsibility of t h e  
Bri t ish and the  S ts te  troops stationed in t h e  Gilgi t  
cantonment.  The ruler  of Chitral owed allegiance 
to t h e  Maharaja of Kashmir as well. Bu t  wi th  the 
disappearance of the protecting hand of t h e  British 
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and e s t ~ b l i s h m e n t  of a host i le  and aggressive s t a t e  
like P a k i s t ~ n  a long  this lonq frontrer t h e  problem 
of i ts defence w a s  bound to  become ve ry  difficult .  

The problem was made n w r e  difficult  by  t h e  
nature and affinities o f  t h e  people inhabi t ing both 
sides of t h e  W e s t e r n  f ront ier  uf the  s ta te .  T h e  
people of Mirpur-Poonch a re  ; belong t o  t h e  war l ike  
Rajput ant1 J a t  tribes. They have close social, 
econotnic and religious ties th  the inhabi tants  of 
the  ad joining tl istricts o f  .Jrhl;m, Rawalpintii and 
Haznr'a ,in Pakis tan .  Thev h-4 been converted to 
Islam during t h e  Mughal time.. Many of them want-  
ed to  be reconverted t o  Hinrinixn dur ing  t h e  twen- 
ties of the present  c e n t u r y .  B:lr t h e  conservatism 
of the Brahrnins . ~ n d  H i n h  3 . - j p u t s  did not  allow 
such  efforts to s ~ ~ c c e e : . l .  D ~ i r : n z  the  thi r t ies  t h e y  
came under t h e  inf luence  of t h e  Jluslitn conference. . . T h e  politics of t h e  adjoining rq:stricte of J e h l a m  
and R.~walpindi also b e g m  ~3 influence them.  
The result  was t h a t  t n o ~ t  of them i ~ e c ~ m e  suppor te rs  
of Pakistan af te r  i t s  estzblichrnent.  Many of them 
being ex-service m e n  possessel  f i re  a rms  and w e r e  
adept in  the i r  use. It was therefore ,  ezsy for  t h e  
Pakistani cgents  to  ins t iga te  them t o  rebel against  
the authori ty of t h e  St.rte. 

The armed Forces of t h e  s t l t e  ~ h o  had to  defend 
this long f ront ier ,  as a lso  to  meet  these  in te rna l  
threats mere qui te  inadequate t o  meet t h e  situation. 
The war-time s t r e n g t h  of the S t l t e  Army  was nine 
infantry battalions, two  r n o u n r ~ i n  bat ter ies  and one 



cavalry sql~adron. The two mountdin batteries were 
retiinetl by  the British Indian government ~ f t e r  the 
enti of t h e  ~ e c o n l  World WfLr  i ,er-,cse they  had given 
a very goo.1 account of t h e ~ n z e l ~ e s  ds r ing  the War. 
Of the i n f d n t r  S3ttllions three. viz, t h e  '?nrl, 4th, 
and 6th  J G t K  infmtries,  we re  mi~ed -ha l f  Hindu 
D o g r x  dn-1 h ~ l f  Muslims f rom 3 l i r ? u r  a n 3  Poonch 
areas. These b ~ t t z l i o n s  hzd been =[-,read all  along 
the  frontier. ,it the time of .inV;=i3n th? !nixed 

7 4th b a t t ~ l i o n  incharge 3 r:..: 3111z;ff~r.lbsd 
Kohala sector. the 2nd of a p:lrt c i  the Nirpur -  
Poonch  sector and the 6th h ~ d  heen sent  t o  Gilgi t  
under the comn~and of Briaadier Gh;nsarz S ingh  
who was appointed m i l i t a r ~  (;orern,-- of th..t resicn 

a .  -. . . sf ter the  y.rithrir~m-al of the F;:.i:is>. _ 1 L L I . ~ , ~ ~  dz c m t -  

onment ,t t he  tiin? of inv~sllon h i  l:lnly one corn- 
p a y  of the  4th. besides the 3 I ~ h - - - r  . j  :'s nerson?ul 
guards. 

T h e  s t i t e  troops were efficient , .n~i 11rave. But 
they  were iil-feii and ill-equippe i. E T E ~  t h e  qcota c.f 
arms a111 emlnuntriolls alloted t o  t h e  strtte had not 
been obtiined in  fu l l  for tho last  tn-o 1-e-irs prior to 
the  invasion. The  Pdkistan G o r e r n r ~ e n t  had with- 
held al l  supplies meant for the  s t j t e  forces af ter  the 
partit ion. T h e  Iniiisn Government r r i ich  h2d been 
approached for arms and ammunition h ~ d  agreed to 
supply them. bur  none-had been sent tiil t h e  f ~ f e f u l  
day of inrasion. To crown 211. t h e  : o ~ a l t p  of the 
3luslim personnel of t h e  armed forces T a s  doubtful. 
Information had rezched the State authorities about 



the  plans of sabotage-and-desertiun prepared by the  
Muslim officers of . the  statn army in collaboration 
wi th  Pakistan authorities. The i r  names had been 
submitted to the  Maharaja and he had been requested 
to  disarm and disband them in the  interest  of t h e  state. 
But t h e s t a t e  Government did not, and p e ~ h s p s  could 
not, do this because they had no reserves and they 
feared mutiny. The  commanders of the  mixed batt- 
alions, especiirlly Colonel Nrrrain Singh who cotnm- 

- .  
andeu the 4th b-.tt:l:?n :nah :~;;e ,  or ;,.. c:h . i  - i b ~  :- 2:;ifa- 
rizbac: sector  had been wcrneci to r e~nz in  d e r t  and 
careful about t h e  Muslim perscnnel. Et:t Xcrain 
Singh who hcd commanded tha t  hsttsl ion in  the  
Burnla campaign, expressed his fnll  f i ~ i t h  in his 
Muslim soldiers 2nd officers. He, like h is  foolish 
compatriots in India, had to pal; a heavy  price for 
this  self-complacency. 

I n  view of these circun~stances the  rapid advance 
of the Pakistani  hordes after they had cnce  broken 
through t h e  outer defences should be no wonder. 
Their  mitin colunln entered the s ts te  a t  t he  dead of 
n igh t  between the  22nd and 231d of O ~ t l j l j e r  1949. 
The Muslin1 personnel of the  s tate  pickets joined 
hands wi th  them. They killed. their Hindu comrades 
in the i r  own tents and began to lead t h e  convoy 
of t he  motor lorries supplied by the  Pakistan 
government carrying the  invaders. They occupied 
the Kishanganga bridge without much difficulty and 
entered the  town of Muzaffarabad wi thout  firing 

a shot.  T h e  district-officer was taken by surprise 



in his own housz and shot dzad before h is  
wife and ch i l l ren  for not shouting " P a k i s t ~ n  
Zindnbad " A few of them simultzueously crossed 
the Jehlam over a suspension bridge, connecting 
Domel, the  confluence of J t h l e m  and Kishenganga, 
with the  Nalauchi Gurdwara situated on the road to 
Muz rffarnbad across the Kishengsnga. The Muslim 
pickets there joined h m d s  with them and Colonel 
Narain Singh wits shot dead in his own tent by his 
own soldiers in the  early hours of the 23rd. morning. 
The occupation of Dornel brought both t h o  ioads 
leading to Srinsgar f rom R~walp ind i  and Abottabad 
under the control of the invaders. Their  supply 
lines thus became secure. 

I 
R.osd to Srinagar now lay open. The garrison 

guarding the Kohala bridge finding itself sandwiched 
between the hostile forces from across the bridge 
and thase coming form Dome1 side mzde a hss ty  
retreat  towards Poonch via Begh. It succeeded, 
however, in  trrking with i t  about ten thousand 
Hindus and Sikhs living in the Bagh ares, to Poonch 
town in safety. 

The  raiders 'occupied Garhi the same day and 
started their  advance towards Uri on the 24th. T h e  
few r e t r e ~ t i n g  Dogrs troops resisted them a t  every 
step. But the  odds against them were heavy. 
Brigadier Rajendra Singh, the Chief of t h e  staff of 
the State army then came forward t o  command the  
troops in person. He had orders from the Maharaja 



to  fight till t h e  last man to defend a bridge near 
Uri and  top the  advance of the  enemy. 

Brigadiar Rajendra Singh stood the  test and 
maintained the  prestige of the  t h e  Dogra troops. He 
stemmed the  tide of enemy advance and kept  them 
at bay near Uri f o r  two days. But some of the 
raiders lead by  t h e  Muslim soldiers of t he  state a rmy 
managed to circuillven t the  s tate  troops. They were 
able to put t he  Mahurii power-house, which supplies 
electricity to  Srinagar,  out  of order on the  night  of 
the 24th. and then attacked the  s ta te  troops led by 
Rajendra Singh from behind. Rajendra Singh, like 
a gallant soldier t h a t  h e  was, fought  the enemy to 
t he  bitter end. Before his de;tth on t h e  25th he sent 
a wireless messa;:e to  Srinagnr saying t h ~ t  h e  would 
not be able t o  holtl t he  enemy for more than  24 
hours a t  t he  most 

This KC;.. _ e  (if t h e  gallant Erigadier sent  J. wzve 
of p..n? *:mcng the  h igher  circles in P r i n x e r .  - The  
Maharaji  WLS prevailed upon by his  c d ~ i s e r s  to leave 
Srinagcr on the  same night .  Many other  high 
officials fol lowed him leaving the people of S:inagar 
to fend fgr  themselves. This  has ty  s tep of the 
Mahsrzjz h ~ s  been bi t ter ly criticised. The criticism 
is justified though some th ing czn be said for him also. 
Had he  fallen i n  the hands of the Pakis tan  they 
might ha re  been able to ge t  any th ing done f rom him 
st the point of pistol. They  would h a r e  then be- 
come de  jure as well as de facto masters of Kashmir. 
But still the f l ight  of the  Maharaja was inopportune and 



it has done greater harm t o  his personal cause than 
a n y t h i n g  else. The  best thing for  h i m  t o  do was to 
send away t h e  Yuvraj, snd himself to s t a y  on  in t h e  
Capitsl  to keep up the rnorale of h i s  subjects.  H e  
would then h3ve vindicated the  h u r d r e d  years of 
Dogra rule over Kashmir whose prest ige had already 
been raised high bv Brigadier R ~ l j e n d r a  Singh 
and his Dogra troops, by their  brave-and heroic re- 
s is tence to  t h e  i n v ~ d e r s  to defend Kashlnir. 

By t h e  time thb Ahharaja left for  J a m m u  t h e  
raiders had entered Bsramula, t he  first  i m p b t s n t  
town  of the  valley. The district-officer of Baramula 
Ch. Fszulul lsh  was already in league wi th  them. 
He made their worlc quite easy and w a s  in  t u r n  
appoin te l  govern3r of the oocupied t e r r i to ry  bv t h e  
raiders.  Now, confi?ent of their victory,  t h e  raiders 
spen t  some !ime in looting the town and i n  pleasure. 
,411 the  sp:~cious buildings inclndinq mosques be- 
came big brothels fo r  a day. The  Hindu quar t e r s  of 
t h e  town were all looted an2 then burn t  down. 

Sunday,  t h e  26th of October, 47, mas a fateful  d a y  
fo r  t h e  people of Srinzpar, especially for  t h e  Hindus 
and t h e  Sikhs. ,Idrninistration of the S ta t e  in  Sri- 
nagar  had almost callapsed with the  f l ight  of t h e  
Maharaja on t h e  previous night. T h e r e  were  no  
troops in t h e  cantonment except a few Muslim 
soldiers whc  had been wisely d i s ~ r m e d  and a few 

staff officers, who tao  were gett ing ready t o  leave. 
Had t h e  invaders marched into  the  c i t y  t h a t  day, 
eve ry th ing  would have been lost. But t h a t  was- not 



60 be. So, many factors combined to save Srinagar, 
and therefore Kashmir that day, not  the  least 
important of which was the  victory celebrations and 
indulgence in  pleasures by the  raiders in  Baramula 
for  a few hours, which gave time to therea l   saviour^ 
of Rashmir to ,  reach Srinagar before it was 
too late. e 

M i l i t ~ r y  aid from India.,  i t  was realised by one 
and all on t h a t  fateful day, was the  only hope left. 
Tha t  aid could only come after Kashmir had acceded 
to India. The  M ~ h ~ r a j ~ .  had alrcsdy made a pathetic 
appeal to the Governtnent of India to accept the  acc- 
ession of t he  s t ~ t e  and save its helpless men and wo- 
men from Pakistani beasts. Sheikh Abdullah as lesder 
of t he  Nation31 Conference, the most representative 
organisatior? of Kashmir valley, hsd also made a 
similar appeal to t h e  Government of India. This 
news hsd s p r e d  in the  city and the news of 
acceptance of accession by the Indian government 
was expected any  moment. So all ears were turned to 
t he  radios and all eyes to  t h e  sky  to see t h e  expected 
planes wi th  air-borne Indian troops. A t  t h e  same 
time there  was fear especially in t h e  minds of t h e  
Hindus and Sikhs,  t ha t  accession might  not  be 
accepted a t  t ha t  late s tage a n l  troops might  not 
come. So feverish preparations for marching out 
of the  ci ty  towards J a m m u  had also begun. 
3P. M. was fixed as dead line. Had no news come by 
that time, people would have begun leaving the  city 
in numbers. But tbe life-giving news tha t  accession 



had been accepted and that troops would be soon be 
arriving in Srinager, did come before tha t  time. 
Srinagar was not to fall in the  hands of the raiders 
and Kashmir was to be saved. It was saved. 



CHAPTER VIII 

KASHMlR SAVED 

The w a y  Srinagar, and thereby Keshmir was sav- 
ed is,-ant1 will remain a glorious chrpter  in  the  

history of F r e e  India. 

It was a great  military feat, boldly planned and 
exquisitely carried out, of which any army i n  the  
world can he proud. I t  marked the  beginning of 
the first major m i l i t ~ r y  operation forced upon the  
armed forces of F r e e  India by e deceitful enemy. 
That our al.rnerl forces have come to  t he  mark and 
have estzblished a r e p u t ~ t i o n  for themselves can be 
denied by  none. 

But while pursuing the  daring and thri l l ing s tory  
of our troops in action in Kashmii, i t  should no t  be 
forgotten tha t  the  forces anJ factors which preven- 
ted the enemy from reaching Srinngar and capturing 
its aerodrome till 9 A. M. of the 27th of October, 
when the f i rs t  Indian plane landed there,  played an 
equally important par t  in  saving Kashmir. Had 
the aerodrome come i n  the  enemy control before 
that time i t  would have been weil-nigh irnpossible- 



for the Indian forces to save Kashmir. Therefore 
these forces and factors too can well claim t h e  t i t le  
of 'Saviours of Kashrnir' a long with  the  real and 
ultimate saviours-the Indian Army. 

The f i rs t  and, in  a way, t h e  most important factor 
t h z t  contributed towards the  safety of Kashmir was 
the  heroic resis t:nce of a handful of Dogra troops 
of the  s t ~ t e  forces under t h e  command of their gallant 
Brigadier Rajendrs Singh. A s  said above,'they had 
heen t iken  by surprise and h i t  below the belt by 
their  own Muslim comrades. They  were ill-fed, ill- 
clothed end ill-equipped, But sti l l  they fought  
wonderfully well. i 

The pzr t  of t h e  Brigadier, h o  throughout re- P 
mained in t h e  thici; of the  bat t le  till unzble t o  
re t reat  due  to the m:ny bullets in his  thighs,  h e  
pressed his men t a  fall  back leaving him to die a 
solL:lc?;.'s ( !er t l~ ,  s c c c  s to  be wri t ten in let ters  or" 
gold in the  ann;!s of Kashmir war. Cnfortunztelp, 
l i t t le h~ts been told 3bout th i s  brave hero t o  t h e  
Indiao public by the p:ess or  by the  3t;te Govern- 
ment. But l ~ c k  of pS!ic i ty ,  however.  cznnot detract  
the  noble p ~ r t  he  plzyed in saving K a ~ h m i r .  

His  Dogro troops tzk ing  i n s p i r ~ t i o n  frcsm him 
fought  to t h e  bi t ter  end. They resisted the  enemy 
a t  every step. They  fought  h im a t  Domel. t hen  a t  
Garhi,  then at  Uri 2nd they  were  still holding h im 
near about Pst rnn.  about T7 miles from Srinagar, 
when Indian troops arrrived a t  Srinagar. But for  
their  dogged resistance, t h e  enemy would have 



entered Srinagar long before the  arrival of t h e  Ind- 
ian troops. Therefore first honours for saving 
Kashmir must  go to Brigadier Rajendra Singh and 
his handful of Dogra troops. 

Whi le  theDogr;r trcops maintained the  battle- 
front till the  arr ival  of t he  I n l i ~ n  a r m y  on the  scene. 
Sheikh Mohd. Abdulldh and his followers maintained 
the  home f ron t  in Srinagzr specially on t h a t  fateful 
day-the 26th of October when state  administration 
had almost broken down there. But for his efforts 
and vigilance the  Pakistani elements i n  t h e  popul- 
ation of t h e  city, with t h e  help of t h e  few raiders and 
the many Pakistani  agents who had already managed 
tq enter the  city in disguise, might have started 
trouble in Srinagar and facilitated the work of 

the  enemy. 
The interests  of Sheikh A bdullah and his followers 

in m l i n t ~ l i n i n ~  pe.rce were aDpLrent. His aspirations 
since the  begining of his  political career t a d  been 
that  Kashmiris should get  rid of the Dogrs rule, 
and he  as their  popular Iesder should wield power 
to re-build a new Kashmir of his dreams. The 
Indian Government  and people had been sympathe- 
tic towards h im and had been actively helping him 
to achieve his ideal. Even the  accession of t h e  s tz te  
had been made conditional upon the  transference 
of power to  Sheikh Abdullah's hands. 

On the  o the r  hand Mr.  J innah  and o ther  Pakistani  
leaders looked upon Sheikh Abdullah as the i r  
bitterest opponent because, he had refused to abandon 
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his allegiance to the  Indian National Congress and 
the  Indian Government which  had been giving him 
sure  and effect ive suppor t  against  the Maharaja for  
obtaining t h e  u n c e r t ~ i n  and ineffectire support  of 
the Musl im League and i ts  leader Mr. J innah .  
Hs, as a realist, had realised tha t  Pakistan Gover- 
nment c ~ l l  not  be expec te l  to keep him, and h i s  
party, in power and to neglect  the Kashmir Muslim 
Conference and its leaders who had consistently 
s u ~ g u r t e ?  the  cause of I?-iliist-n. 

Furtherinore,  he  realised tha t  Kashmir's acces- 
sion to  Pakis tan through t h e  tribal conquest would 
mean Pa than  end Punjrrbi hegemony over Kashmir. 
They wanted Kashmir,  no t  for  any love for t h e  
Kashmiri Muslims but  beczuse they wanted to use 
Kashmir as a pleasure ground for thrmseives. T h e  
past experience of Kashmiris, of the Afghan rule  
and of the  deeds of t h e  raiders in  the  areas they 
captured, left no  doubt in  t h e  mind of Sheikh 
A b d ~ ~ l l a h  about t h e  fa te  Rashmiris  would meet a t  
the  hands of Pakistanis  af ter  the  forcible accession 
to Pakistan. 

Again, as a son of t h e  soil who had been serving 
his people t o  improve the i r  economic and social 
conditions, h e  realised t h a t  forced aoce~s ion  to 
Pakis tan would mean ru in  of the  Kashmiri 
masscs economically. Kashmir being a land of 
beauty and ar t s  and crafts ,  tourist  traffic is  i ts  most 
important  source of income. More than 90 per cent. 
of these  tourists come from India. The artistic 



products of Kashmir on which the  large artisan 
population of Kashmir lives h ~ v e  the i r  market  in 
India and not  in Fakistzn.  Even frui ts  of Krshmir  
are consumed mainly in  India becaose Pakistan has 
enough supply  of such  fruits  frcm the  Front ier  
province and from Afghanistan. The necessaries oflif e 
of the  Kashmiris  l ike tea, sugar, cloth and 
machinary come f rcm India alcne. Sal t  ;s t he  only 
commo2ity for which R c s h m i r  h i d  to depend  upon 
Pakistan.  I t  could be supplied ~y India a s  well. 

Thtis the  econcmic interests cf K t ~ h m i r  2.nd he r  
people, t he  bi t ter  memories of Pa than  and Punjsbi  
exploitation, t h e  previous record of Muslim League's 
hostitility to  Sheikh Abdullzh 2nd h is6Qui t  Kashmir' 
struggle against the  M a h ~ r a j a  with the  
constant support  of t he  I n d i m  leaders, and above 
all the rezlisation tha t  accession to Pakistan will 
end his pcsition cnd prcepect of political pcwr r  in 
Kcehmir once f o r  all ,  ms.de Eheihh At2u l lch  take 
the stand h e  took. 

A natural  corollzry of this stend was t h a t  h e  
should see t ha t  communal roiting does not  breek 
out in Erinagar 2nd t h a t  the  Pskis tani  agents  and 
raiders are  given no quarters.  The Hindu population 
whose first concern now wr.s ssfety rallied round 
his banner and acclaimed him as their  Saviour. The 
communist elements in  t h e  National Conference 
who realised tha t  conqcest b ~ -  Pakistan would mean 
end of their  dreams of making Ksshmir  a spring- 
board fo r  communist domination over India, also 



became active. Adept in  the a r t  of propaganda. 
they invented fine slogans, inspiring names drawn 
from the Russian Revolution like the  'Red Square' 
and organieed the volunteer-squads which marched 
through the city streets raising slogans in ordsi* 

to maintain the morale of the people. The ~ o l u n t e e r  
squads later came to  be known as Naticnal Militia. 

Much publicity has been given to the part of this 
National Militia in saving kashmir.  It is good 
propaganda in so far  as i t  helps in  raising the  mor- 

b 

ale and self-coniidence of the people. But i t  is' not 
t ruth,  and should not pass as such. Sational Mili- 
tia in those critical days meant anybody from a 
small kid to an old man who pinned a piece of red 
cloth to his shoulders and went  about shouting 
slogans in the city. They had no arms nor any one 
knew how to handle fire-arms. Whenever t he  
raiders reached, these Militia men invariably threw 
away the  pieces of red cloth-their distinguishing 
mark-and became Pakistani in the twinkle of an 
eye. The one lion in this entire herd was Maqbool 
Sherwani of Baramula. His loyalty to  Sheikh 
Abdullah was real and genuine. He refused to 
join the raiders even a t  the point of sword. H e  
was therefore shot dead by the barbarous raiders 
in the main bazaar of Barsmula. Thus Sherwani 
became a martyr to the  t rue cause of Kashmir. He 
hJs g iven to the  National Militia all the hallow 
of gloly with which it has been ourrounded 

by the publicists. 



The  real Militia came into existence after the  
Indian forces and arms had arrived in  Kashmir. 
Then a scheme to raise and train a local militia 
was drawn.  A t  present  this militia is many 
thousands s t rong.  But  i t  is completely dominated 
by the  communists who took  a leading par t  in 
raising and . training i t .  Mos: people w h o  have 
been in close touch wi th  the  Kashmir affairs since 
i ts  beginning, fear  t ha t  this National Militia in  
Kashmir, armed and n l s i r ~ t  2i11e(1 by Indian 
money. may not  tu rn  o u t  t o  be a 'red band' corn- 
munist force in  times of stre.. . 

Another  factor  which helped a good deal in 
maintaining peace in the  ci ty hefore t h e  arrival  of 
the  Indian troops, and thuc  helped in  ssving 
Kashmir was t h e  t imely ;:nno~;ncement a t  t h e  beat 
of drum bv Mr.  G. C. Bnli, the  D.I.G. of police, 
tha t  Indian troops were ccming and that any one 
breaking the peace or harbouring Pakistani agents 
would be shot  dead.  Mr.  G.  C. Bali was t h e  only 
s tate  officer on tha t  fateful d s r  who  maintained 
his balance of mind. His anno~~nce rnen t  s t ruck 
terror  in  t h e  Pakis tani  elements who  began to  fear  
terrible retaliation a t  t h e  hands of the  Indian 
troops,if they began roiting. 

But all  these sacrifices. precautions, slogans 
and announcements would not have saved Kashmir 
had the  Indian troops not arrived on t h e  27th 
morning. Rad  t h e  raiders entered t h e  city before 
that date nothing would h a r e  arailed to  save the 



city and its Hindu population. Most of the so- 
called militia men would have turned overnight 
into Pakistanis as had happend in Baralliula, Sopore 
and Pattan. This is w h y  the  i n d i m  trlny is rightly 
called the real 'Saviour' of Kashlnir .  

The task of the Inaian army was not easy. 

Their numbers and supplies were  meagre and they 
were ignorant about  the  theatre  oi war. The enelnv 
wap quite nedr at hand and had the advantage of 
considerable local support  anti could infiltrate 
into the city and the Indian lines in the guize of 
Kashrniri Muslims. But their  spirits were high. 
The first detachment of Sikh t,roops along wi th  t he i r  
co~nmander Col. Roy refused even to refresh them- 
selves after their arrival. They ~ ~ a n t e 3  to  refresh 
themselrea in the battle field. They relieved t h e  
hard-pressed Dogra troops who had been still fight- 
ing. But they were not  able to  check immediately 
the adrance of the enemy who. leaving ihe main 
road had begun to advance along the foot of the 
surrounding hills to capture the aerodrome and 
then the Banitial pass so tha t  they might cut the  
main supply lines of t he  Indian troops. For the 
first few days, therefore, t h e  battle continued to be. 
waged on the out-skirts of t he  city. Indian army 
suffered heavy loss in  the deaths of colonel Roy 
and Major Sharina in these carly days. But with. 
the arriral  of armoured cars  earl^ in November, 
the Indian army began its offensive. Baramula 
was recaptured on the  8 th  of November, Mahura 



power-house on Novernber 2 ,  while Ur i  about 35 
mile. from Bararnula and 0 miles from Srinagar 
on the main Rrinagar-Rawalpindi road WCLS reached 
on t h e  15th of Novcrnher, . A . ~ o l u n i n  sent toward8 
Handmard via Sopore checiir(1 the advance of the 
enen?y in to  tho \-dley f r o  the side of Karen. 
Thus by the mid(lltb of Ntivemher the cnemy plan 
t o  capture Sr'inagar and ocol~pg Kashmir had been 
completly chock-mated and the immediate th:eat 
had 5een remoce:l. . 

Th(. plain of the  In(li.hu ~ I r c l y  was to advance 
fror?~ Z r i  towarti- Pooncl~  to l i n k  rlp with  the s ta te  

troop. besieged in ;that town ant1 then to fan out 
an2 (a!c ib;  rhr e n e n ~ y ~ f r o r n  . , the lJooncll un:l irtirpnr 
 re:!,^. 3111 the .;igbill i '  t h e  ~drsncnini .  I n d i m  
;o!um;i w i h  noi 1)roperl~-  pirked I I ~  t h r  State 
garrisen d~ L31)on(-h. Their , ~ , d v ~ i n c  e:1 par t )  mistool< 
the Ind im column to hr  'rn anem)- tc.nnroy and 
destrayed Jn i~npor t an t  and itifficult i~ r idge  on the 
road !inking Uri w i t h  Poonch. The main arrnoured 
Indinn column had therefore. perforce to return 
back to  Uri though a small  party tnimsged to cross 
the ravine end join up  wi th  the  troops in Poonch. 
These troops defended the town of . P0onc.h heroi- 
cally till i t  was received by an advancing column 
from. Rajouri after fu l l  one year,  late in 1948. This 
mishap which prevented the linking of r r i  with 
Pocnch thus prored to be a great hlow and uppet 
the Indian plans. 

T:ri Chakot.hi area then 'i?eci~nle the  n ~ l t i n  centre 



of activities of the Indian and Piti:istan troops in 
this sector. The main row1 /ledding ro Karhmir wns 

thus closed to  the cne:cy. But the enen>- did ncjt lore 
heart. He devise3 other p!onk ' ~ n ( l  tried u t h e r  rontts 
to distract the ~ttentivln ;tnd c.onc.ent:~tti~,n o f  Indian 
troops and to approach :he valley. H!;r ii!! his plans, 
as we 9haIl see present!>-. r g  surroun.! -inti penutratr 
into the ra l lay  fror?; t .:ller hide. I l i : ? ~  heen success- 

fully chec lcmare? h ~ -  the  ind i j n  - Kirshrnir 
has thus 1 . fo r  Insti3 fro!?? :he il .nLs of .L  

t r e n c h e r x ~ s  2nd d;nqrrr?iis enem: 1 . -  :he 6eroic 
s truggie n i  indiiin land ::nd i.ir f o x e s .  It  ;s t t ;  be  
hopatl that o u r  p~1i:icia;l- a i l 1  no: rhrf-w ai\-.:T h ~ .  
their unred]i$titi policied anti filultr !!ipli~!~~irt*;; whnr 
c)Ur J have s -  t t he  )sr o f  !;Ian)- 
preciou= Illdiian 1ii-s~ ;in4 so : I i nn r  -. yore. #-); h r d -  

ei~rced : I : O I I P ~ .  



CHAPTER IX 

TRAGEDY OF JAMMU 

Slln~iltaneously wi th  t h e  invasion cbf Kashmir 
f r o m  the  Abbotal~atl side. the  Pakistanis put  the  
Jammu part  of the i r  plan also in operation. The 
pldn, as told above. was to capture t h e  cities 
of Srinagar and Jalnrnu at about  t he  same time and 
present the  world with a fait sccompli in regard 
to :he whole state. They con~iderecl their  task 
in Jammu to be comparatively easy because of the 
cloie proximity of this  part  of t he  State to Pakistan 
and complete allegiance of all local Muslims to the 
Pakistan idealogy . 

Eut  there  was one difficulty. The Eastern. i.e., 
the Dogra part  of the  J a m m u  province including the 
Districts of Jammu,  Riasi. Udhampur, and Kathua 
being Hindu majority area was expected to give a 
stiff fight to  those who wanted their land to merge in 
Pakistan. So two different plans were devised- 
one for t h e  Eastern part  and the  other for  the 
predominant1 Muslim Western districts of Mirpur 
and Poonch. 



The plan in regard to the Eastern part including 
the city of J a m m u  which had a large Muslim popu- 
lation mas to fonlent trouble from within and then 
rush organised raiders from outside a t  the opportune 
moment. J a m m u  city being o ~ l y  about 20 miles 
from Sialkot Cantonlilent the plan was consi- 
dered to he quite workable. I n  pursuance of this 
nlan, arms and a~nmunitions were smuggled into 
Jammu in large quantities to a r m  the local Pakistani 
3Iuslinls. Trouble 'from within wtis to be started 
approximately at  the  time of invasion of ~ a s x r n i r .  
The signal was to be given hs Pakistani raids on the 
border villages. 

This signal was given i iy  the nliddle of October 
when the  border villages of ,411ah and Charwah were 
raided, inany persons were killed and many Dogra 
women were kidnapped. The Dogras of J a ~ u m u  who 
had come to know of the  Pakistani plans became 
alert  by these raids on their border villages. They 
therefore forestalled the  Pakistanis in the  city as 
also outside. Taken aback by this sudden turn of 
events the  Pakistanis evacuated the city and made 
a hurried retreat to Pakistan. Some of them were 
killed in the encounters that  took place in the city 
as also in other parts of the province. Huge quan- 
t i t ies of arms and ammunitions as also wireless 
transmitters found from the houses of Nuslim eva- 
cuees from Jammu, leave little doubt that  any slack- 
ness on the  part of the  people of Jammu a t  that  
critical moment mould have spelled disaster for them. 
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economic interests in  Pakistan or depended, for their 
living on service in the Pakistani part of ;he armed 
forces of undivided India. 

The State Government wcs ~ a - a r c  of the rizgerous 
potcntialitics of this iluqa i i  :he people. 3: ahonl 
. rhout a lakh arc dernobilised or ex-soldiers. ever 
took into their head.. to rebelanoinst -, their >kg. So 

largo part of the s t a t r  forces was :oncer.:~a;ed in 
this are'r nr; ::lso along i:s borccr :rd joicing Zznistan. 
' h e  state ::is0 depebded :lpon the !c,vdltr -5 t-lderly 

- * .- Muslim Rajput chiefs .:nd Jarrirdars - of s ileqa 
W R O  had still close social ~ e i a i i n r , ;  u-irh 5 s  Zindu  

. - 
llajputs of their resprrri\-e rr:oer;. a11i 1 0 .  upon 
th. Rajpnt Maharaja as their xirural  !eager. 

Pakis~rrnis therefore ];nevi- ihar i t  n-a> sct easy 

to instigate rebellion f rvm i n  in 2 ilaqa. 
. . 

Therefore the plml adopted b!- :hem for -z ;s ilaqa 
was to s m d  n large number  p i  33kis:ani 2ys2onals. 
soldiers :rnd tribals and to ruuse ihe . x a l  ;opuiati~n 
in the n:rme of Isl~trn. This p13n =x put 
ir. operation in the P l~onck  x e d  i s .  Large 
numi~ers  of armed Pakistanis hegan to : x s a  the 
Rirer J t h l w n  by burger: and m:ered thes iax .  The 
Stz tc  Grrernment  protested repeatedly a p h t  this 
vi~laaion of  the state territory by 3iiistm 
Nationals to Poliistnn and West-Punjab Govern- 
Inents, as :dso to the cfepur~ Cornmissioner ;i?awal- 
pindi d u r i ~ l g  September and October. 1947. the 
l ) r 3 t c ~ t ~  were of no arail.  

hell the inrnc.ics.n of K a s h n i r  begnn rhc trouble 



in the Poonch area had already become wide-spread 
with the collaboration of the local Muslims. under 
t he  guidance of Sardar Mohd. Ibrahim Khan. the 
f resident of the so-called dzad Kashrnir Government, 
Simultaneously N-i th the invasion fresh raids on 
other parts of this area began. The Muslim perso- 
nnel of the Zrltl Jammu and Kashnlir infantry which 
had been posted in this ilaqa, now deserted to the 
enemy. The Dogra troops hard-pressed from all 
sides could no t  stand the strain. They realised 
rh s t  it'was impossible to defend the ilaqa against 
Pakistani invaders and local rebels unaided. So they 
concentrated themselves in the few towns to which 
the Hindu populaticn froin the surrounding areas 
had thronged for safety. Very soon all these towns 
\\-ere cut off from one another as also from J a m m u .  
The history of war in this region after the ?2nd of 
October, therefore. is the history of the defence of 
these heseiged towns by the civil population with 
the  help of t he  State troops who had managed to 
reach them. Their only hope of safety was  reinfor- 
cements of Indian troops from J a m m u  or Srina- 
gar. Unfortunately this expected relief failed to 
reach then1 in time, except in the case of Kotli and 
Poonch. They fell to the enemy one by one. 
Their history is one of tragic dsstruction a t  the 
hands of the barbarous eneiny in spite of most heroic 
defence and sacrifices that remind one of 'Jauhar'. 
We mill take them one by one in choronological 
order. 



I. Bbimber-This town, with a normal population 
af three thousands which had swelled to about five 
thousands because of some refugees from Pakistan 
and Hindus from surrounding villages, lies just two 

iniles within the btate border. It was a tehsil 
headquarters within the Mirpur district. It fell 
to the  armed P a k i s  t a n i  raiders who began 
shelling the town with armoured cars and heavy 

guns. Ju s t  a t  this tiine the Indian dakotas \\-ere 
carrying the first 'consignment of air-borne troops 
to Srinagar. The people of the town o had 
asseillbled in the courtyard of the fort-like Tehsil- 
building found all their roads of escape blocked. 

a Still seine of them rushed out with the few state 1 
troops. But ~lzost of them could not. Finding that  
no hope was left, hundreds of Hindu ladies took 
poison which they had taken with them as a pre- 
caution and thus revived the practice of Jauhar.  
Xany others, including children mere kidnapped 
nlost of who111 are still passing their days of agony 
and dishonour in Pakistan. The male population 
was put to saord. Thus Bhilnber mas the  first 
town of the Jammu provincc to fall in the hands of 
Pakistan. 

Perhaps the fall of this town, though i twas very 
tragic could not be avoided becauce there were 
n o  troops in Janlmu which could hare  been rushed 
to save it. But that was not the  case with the 
other towns which fell soon after, one by one. 

2. Rajanri. This town with a normal nnnlllr+:-- - 



about ti t l ~ o l ~ s a c u s  which hati s+-ejleti 80. allout 11: 
thousanrls at the time of its f ; i l ]  l,ec.uuse of lhe arri- 
val of Hintlus f rom thr. surrounc!ing vill;rpcs lie.;. 
in interior t ~ f  .Jirmrnrl Prorinc.cb along the 
.Mughe1 rcbad to  K ~ ~ s I l n ~ i r .  I T  is sir,~;~rrcl in tllg 
xidst  (bf 11 rrAry f r r t i i t .  an,] pic tnrc.urlu(: I,, buntry 
and ti-as tehsii h(hi~(l(jl~ur r w ~ :  wi t i l i n  tht-A JZi(~s1 

district 1,piorc f i~11 .  
i .  tuwn I - .  i:onsi(l (bl-eti c t  ? I C ~  c ~ l , . ,  ~ j k ~ r ~ i \ - p ] ~ -  safe. 

hac.~;ir  ui' its ?,ring ollr :hcb i l i r l ~ c t  reach o f  
the ?:ilii.-rani raiders for some t ime  t least. H u t  
the loyal hIusiin;s. tridctl i r y  the  c! rsr - r te r~  fr.1111 the 

? 1 s ta te  -rd:abps (lit1 not wait for  the raitlrrs. 1 h e  lirgent 
f calls - 1 :  :he 1 1 ~ s z i g ~ d  p v p ~ ~ i i r ~ i o n  for help went. 

12 \-:A::: ! t  the I .  - (:,f tlir sitilation in 

:heye L l r rau  was ::o; np])l*rci'~lt.tl i )  y Shtlikll - \ l > ~ . i ~ l l . ~ ~ h .  
T ~ L ,  c:!..r?:i:-i-L~ed T I  i i i - ~ e r t  ;L 1: i t r n i l i ~ i ) i ~ :  I n t l i . ~ ~  ~ ~ O O I I S -  
r .  " - 
. a .  h e  resul t  -,\-a- rh;!t rhe t t i ~ 1 1  fell- 

& @  3.0-;h of Si,\-t.l~ltjer 1,ei'oye t h e  : J112sli7ns: 
rVh r ;  ije i l l o r e  c.rnei it nci l i i n * l ~ a r ( ) n ~  than- 

A - 1  . the ri,.it-icy~ . - I R I \  i 111 h e r 
war 7rpe;tred lvith the t1iffrrenc.e t h n i  t h e  IncJnbor of 

of peiuc>n i,~-]lo c--o;lid cbrc:apt. r . Jn~nm 11 saf ~ 1 3 -  from1 
hcrt! tiiti exceed :L 1111n(iri?(I. 31051 of thc  laciics 
perfo:xefl .Tiru]:irr 1 J- t a  kine i s  whi i e  xiuny 
r:f the -,-,lurh, mostly l , e l c , l l ~ i u ~  to thr 1Z.S.S. (lied 

f ight::lc. - >Iony of illese - i ~ l i t n i ~ ~ r d  to ~?SCCIIJR 

verr  1 in the wag 1oCri1 J1udi111s. 
The nul:~i,~>r of ladies nl,tj ur:\rel  ! .ram this  tow 11 runs.  
i 
b . 3  s i :~e ra l  ilund reds. 



3. Kotli. This town with a normal population 
0:  3 to 4 thousands was J tellsil keirdquarteru within 
rhc Mirpur district.  It lies on the Jehlum-Mir- 
!~':r---f(~o~lc*h road. The ~111all  netachmrnts of stace 

t o sprc;~tl betwc~en illirpur nnd Poonch hat1 
(*#-t:l~cllf ri~tc:d t h k n l ~ e i v e  in thiz I when -,heir 
11  sitio ion in the interior I)oc.a~i!ta tlntenabic. Colonai 
R,Idev Sing11 Piirharliir. r h ~  R rr enue iifinister oi the 
ststr.  IV l l o  hirtl beell y r n r  to p i t i c .  tho operasions 
of the s t a t e   troop^ gin this i r?; l i - 1 1  BrigodieJ* 

- .  C k t ; ~ r  SingIl. thtp ofr'ic-r~r ill-cil:irgr j l L ~ c i  als4~ . :~xer~ 
h!:ttltc.r in this  tc1\1-n. 1 t \l:,~.- -ur:t ~unc i t~ i  on d j  
. - 

-: jes 1))- the  \~cli-~lrrncrl ic,c;!lz * i I l f i  ;J,rkisxani raic!rrp 

The ; c l n ~ ~ l u ~ l i t i ( ~ n  i v  it11 t } ~  -rt- : ,!>> ~ K A  Kt ~ t l i  :an 
i a in xo~ernher .  It ~ r o l ~ i d  have r'ner:biore 
. . 
r:.. 1e11 to  the enemy an([ 3ui'fcrcri :he ?;.rLrne race as -. :<:lilnlvr but  for :he heroism :.~ryd c ~ i  ~antrc 1,i ., few 
~r lirlg men of the 11)cal t~ runoh  l j r ^  the H .  S. S An  

L' I r p lu~lcb  I\- hir h hn(i c x g h r  . na  wirelesk 
:c?:~Page for i ~ l i l  drr\ppctl  bout 3 t-hests t ~ f  amrr.un.- 
i r i ~ ~ r l  in the town. Dli i  uni'urrur;;~rely instead of 
r'liling i:t a rafe place they feil in a deep slope 
o~;tsidc the ton-n within the reach  of the enemy 
iirct fro111 the adjoining hill. To :,ring ihe chest5 
iu:o the town \\-as u problem. Ir appeared 10 mean 
-u:c dtbcrth. No volunteers were coming forth rrerl 
f r ~ . n l  ;miong tire troops. Thereupon Ved Prakwi~  

Secrettrry and Suraj Prakash rhp  - -=  



t h e  Local branch of t h e  R.S.S. volunteered them- 
selves with about twen ty  of their companions to 
bring about 17 chests  of ammunitions. Their  
heroism and sacrifice enabled the  town to defend 
itself till i t  was relieved a few days later by an 
advance party of the  Parachute Brigade of the 
Indian army .stationed a t  Jhanger.  Their names 
fieserve to be wri t ten in letters of gold in the  ann- 
als of Free  India. I t  is this  spir i t  of patriotism 
and qelf-sacrifice which is needed most to preserve 
!)ur newly-won freedom. 

Though saved from the  enemy a t  that  time, this 
town of heroes was abandoned by the  Indian army 
voluntarily. They withdrew from Kotli to Jhan- 
ger after evacuating all t he  civil population and 
the troops who had been defending it for over a 
month. This was a great  militsrg blunder. It made 
the position ef t he  besieged pooulation and garrison 
a t  Poonch precarious. It also relieved lllany hund- 
:eds of raiders '~esieging this town who now joined 
hands with the  besiegers of Mirpur. That  ill-fated 

town was next  to fall. 

4. Mirpur. This: s trategic town of a normal 
population of about 10 thousands which had swelled 
toabout 25 thousands a t  t h e  time of its fall was t he  
headquarters of the  Mirpur district. It lies a t  a 

distance of about 20 miles from Jehlum.  Mangla 
headworks from where  the  Upper Jeh lum canal 
is taken out of t he  Jeh lum is only about nine miles 



from here. It is connected with Jhelit~n. Bhimber. 
J a m m u  and Poonch by  motorable roads. 

This town was c u t  off from . J a ~ n m u  ~ i r e r  the  
fall of Bhimber. I t  had a garrison of stare troc~g.i. 
some hundreds strong. But thev had little ammu-  
nition with them. They hdd also lost comple te  

touch with Jarnmu hecause their wireless sets had 
(leveloped trouble which thev failed t o  s e t  right. 
After the fa i l  of Bhirnber and Rajauri i t  was feared 
tha t  Mirpur might also suffer the same fate. There-  

4 

fore the  people of Jammu who had their rt 'lstires 
in  Mirpur waited upon Sheikh Abdullah ~ n d  Pt. 
Jawahar Lrl Nehru when they visited J a m m u  in 
the middle of Yovember and impressed upon them 
the need of sending immeGiate reinforcement t o  
Mirpur. But unfortunatelr ,  Sheikh r ibdul lah  who 
was expected to guide the  military authorities dbout 
the disposal of the Indian troops failed to iealise 
t h e  gravity of the situation a t  Mirpur. H e  dit-erted 
even the 40 lorries, carrying troops which had 
been sent  towards Mirpur to Srinagar where rhe need 
was not so urgent after the  8th of November when 
Bara~nula  was recaptured. The Indian Brigade. 
under the  command of Brigadier P r a n j p e  stationed 
a t  Jhanger  on the  junction of Jammu-Nirpur 
and Kotli-Poonch roads did not make a n r  effort 
to relieve Mirpur even though i t  lay on l r  a t  a 

distance of 30 miles from Jhanger  because they 
had no orders to proceed to Mirpur. 

T h e  town fell on the 25th of Yovember when the-  



9ne111y broke open the hack  l lo or of the t o ~ v n  t?i 
a f i r .  The State troops and Local officers 
might h a v ~  saved the  - i tunt ion if they ha:! shoa-il 
some quts  ;~nci fore-igl i t .  Ellr rliey lost he.ri:t arrl 
retr(:?,tcri cb\-en heforc~ c t ~ e  t!lr t o ~ n  could he ev;.rcu;lt- 

6 ri! tht. ( m i v i l i a ~ ~ - .  I'h e p e v p  l e :heref orc I)(jg:~n y ~ )  

run in terror. ' L ' l ~ t b  f!ight -ton 110con1~~ i l  I - O I I T  ;IT-[! 

tilt: relit i r  Ini~>ca(*rt. .  Hardly t w o  t h ( . ) ~ l ~ i ~ l l d ~  o u t  of 
I -25 r hot~s;-txrdc. liri112 ..ti thzz:. t i~nt i  in the  
ill-fatrbd town 111i~11i~gt.d to  r ( .~c l l  .Illii,nxer in safe t::. 
r1 I he re> t were rn~-h l t tcs ly  ; ;~~ iche re t l .  'l'he ~ lu ruhr r  
of ir-t J I I ~ [ ~ ! ~  i~ l~( l~;cre- i  f r o m  !I? rr- J : I I ~ S  inti] t l ~ o l l ~ i ~ n d . ; .  

Mo=t o f  1 i I . !  and then soitl into the 
Saz;:~ i I I I .  i . C ~ \ r a  ipin:Li. an4 P l r s  ha \ r .~ r .  111 
7 r:33 - \V;LS TO - l e i  I 1 of 

Tho loot obtained 1 -  t h e  Pni i i s t i t l l i~  f rom 
the>e roi\-ns. u3pscisll:- fro111 Mirpur.  gee': into 
crored. The floor of e v e r r  i?ou.;e in i u  was 
dug i?y the ra;deru ir. ~ e a r c h  of  hoardeli treasures. 
The2 :hey GeI fire to t h e  free ton-n Now i t  s tands 
there as a :nouncl t-rf bricks .  a r t .  an(! bones 

rnonutlle~l t of thg b r u r l i i ~ y  of  P . ~ k i s t ~ i i i s  an ci 
unre:~iis tic. and ~~nim-qinat il-e policies of the 
Indian leaders :mi; t h e  Si.i.r~ g f ~ v e r n ~ n e n t .  
5. Deva Vatah N e s t  r.2 fa11 along rile -J tun1111i.- 



Pakistan border iii Ghi;tllber 'rbhsi: w ~ s  the C ~ U S  ter 
of H i n d u  rillagos inhabited by  lib Itajpilrs aud 
' inown y th(: nillne oi i)ei-u.\'aral~. The werlike 
-1eople I o f  thrse vilLgr.s kept  the  P11:isania ~t bag for 
:ni:ny nion ths with their c rude  M- cqon. .  R:I: b-her. 
P.lki.- tsnir i~egart t u  i ~ t t c~c l i  the% wi th  ~:odcrn 
-. 
:irezrlns slqq~letl by rh  e P,rl\i~un f:;overnrntrntt. they 
(~pprcjrh(.d Raltsili (_?r11111;1111 ,IlOh(i. :he c hie: ern- 
ergen(-y officchr for  . I I'ri $ --ince to ;;~pplp 

9 

t h e n  \I-it11 ar::;< g ; L ~ l ~ i  ;~n7 l i l ~ l i l i t i ~  2.  I t  n heed 
r 3 f l  

.VCW p rici  to their rp(1L:ests. I l ~ e  y - e ~ e n t  \v !*?t-r saw- 
xirh his 011-n eves jniI henred n-ir!i his - barb 

Ziladar P:*ahllot Sinch. rhe le i~ t i r r  .i t h r ~ t  rillages, . 
i n  i ,t.ft)re pt. ?ye::: S:;th Df-.-.:;, t.hr pu ;pnlar 

:e:!der OC .~~111;11111 *<hilt h2 got 110 a,r:::a i n  spite -:i re-- 
~lf-dteti piforts and t h ~ t  tllcrc: ~ - L L S  - p J :heir. 
i a f e t v .  \VithiIl 2 few dabs to\: A: . s  the  of 
j1f:cemSer 1'347. we found him I on ,- -vith thct-.zcimda 
,f other Chills t . n r e ~ i l ~ g  the city .I d~n : : : i~  witk 
what  little thel- could l~ r ing  or- ?heir he..& ao 

refugee>. The occupation of Dei-a 1-atala by the 
:.nen:y brought  hill1 ~ v i t h i n  SO mile- of the ci:y of 

Jamnln fro111 the W P P ~  and .therefore cz,.;lsed 

much panic there. 
The fall  of D e n  Vatala sho\~-ed the . callo isness 

:)f Sheikh Abdullith's adlninistraticn tolv -rI1s the 
people of Ja lu~nu.  Tlle ~ e o p l e  of 3 e r a  V a r o i s  did 
not want troops. They could figh; ihemseives. What 
they wanted was urns. Rut  they were nc?? prcrided 
with these although arms were =znr  to P.:sh.nir 



t o  arm the  ~iseless militia there. This naturaIIr 
crested doubts ahout  Sheikh Abdullah and hi.- 
ad~ninistration in the  hearts of the  people of J a m m u .  

Poonch. The only town of this ilaqa w h i c h  
did not succuml) to the  enetny pressure iz 
Poonch. The  smel l  garrison of the  State troopc 
supported by the  Indian troops w h o  managed to 
reach there from G'ri, led by  their gallant commander 
Brigadier P r i t u n  Singh, kept  the enemy a t  bay f o r  
one ,long year. Their task would have  become 
impossible b u t  for the daring l ~ n d i n g s  of t h e  R.I.A.F. 
dakotits on improvisetl air s tr ip in t he  town, which 
lap within firing range of the enemy who command- 
ed the surrounding hills. This t o r n  has now been 
relieved by t he  Indian force advancing from Rajauri. 
The defence of Poonch is one of the  most out,stand-. 
i ng  achievements of the Indian a rmy  in t he  
Kashmir war.  

The story of t h e  war in  the J a m m u  sector i n  the- 
early months is thus  a continuous tragedy occasion-- 
ally relieved by episodes of glory provided b r  
the heroes of Kotli, or  the defenders of Poonch. 
But the most unfortunate part  of i t  is t h a t  little 
is known to t h e  people in India and outside about 
this picture of the Kashmir story. The gloom is 
hightened by t he  persistent propaganda made 
by Sheikh Abdullab and his  associates about the- 
massacrre of Muslims in Jammu without a word of 
-symdathg for the victims of tragedies- 
recounted above and its repetition by simple hoarted: 



Indian leaders. W h a t  is worse ie that  a syefem- 
atic attempt has been made to make the  people of 
Jammu and especially those who did most for  the 
defence of this vital link between India and t h e  rest 
of the state appear as criminal so that they could 
be conveniently used as scapegoats for tragic 
happenings elsewhere. The bloodshed of innocent 
Hindus and Muslims in whatever part  of t he  country 
it has taken place is indefensible and must #be con- 
demned by all. But  to  put  the blame of all that  has 
happened on one community or one sectiontdf t he  
people is sheer non-sense. Even from the point 
of view of losses, the  loss in life and property suffer- 
ed by the  Hindus in the  Jammu Province runs to 
at least four times of that  suffered by the  Muslims. 

It is, therefore, no use harping upon what has 
happened as a result  of madness or deliberate mis- 
chief ~f some people in  the state as in other parts 
of Iniia and Pakistan. The chief concern of all 
well-;rishers of the state0and India should be to  

for retaining these places of hallowed memories 
as a part of India. It 'will not take long to rebuild 
them as better and stronger out-posts of our country 
after that main end has been achieved, 



CHAPTER X. 

FALL OF ClLGlT AND BALTISTAN 

Foiled in their  a t tempt  to  reach Srinagar and 
occup,~ the  Kashmir Valley through t he  only 
natural 'approach to i t ,  t he  Pakistanis now turned 
their attention towards Gilgit and other trans- 
Himalyan parts of t h e  State adjoining I it, which 
would have automatically fallen in their hands, had 

I 

they succeeded i n  occupying t he  valle4. T h e  aim 

of this diversion was no t  only to occupy Gilgit-the: 
meeting place of China, U. S. S. R., Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and India-but also to make new thrus ts  
into the valley from that side. 

Gilgit, which is strategically t h e  most important  
part of the stdte, lies in  t he  nor th  of Kashmir beyond 
the outer Himalayan range. The  only connecting 
link between i t  and Kashmir Valley is the  Burzi 
La Pass, which is about 13,000 feet above sea-level 
and remains clofied dur ing t h e  winter  months: It 
was conquered wi th  great  difficulty between 1859 
and 1870 by Maharaja Ranbir Singh, who annexed 
the Gilgit Plain direct ly  to his kingdom and reduced 
the local principalities of Hunza, Nagar, etc., to  his 



vassalage. Samad his of thousands of Dogrs eoldiers 
w h  lost their lives in the  Gilgit campaign, -  till 
bear tes t immy tp their adventurous spirit and 
conquering zeal. Maharaja Ranbir Singh also got 
prepared ( a brid-le-road connecting Srinagar with 
Gilgit through the Burzi La Pass. 

It attracted the attention of the  British Govern- 
ment soon after when Russo-Phobia dominated the 
British foreign policy. They wanted to make Gilgit 
a link in their North Western defence system. But 
Maharaja Ranbir singh refused to oblige them by 
transferring i t  to the British control. The 5 r i t i s h  
Indian Government, however, succeeded in establish- 
ing a joint control along with the State over Gilgit 
by t he  end of the 19th century. A British Political 
Agent then began to reside in Gilgit to watch the  
British interests, 

J u s t  before the Second World War when U.S.S.R. 
began to expand fastly towards Central Asia, 
t he  British Indian Government prevailed upon the 
Maharaja to hand over the  Gilgit area to them on a 

long lease. They then :connected Gilgit with the 
N.W.F.P. via Risalpur by a better road and also 
prepared an air strip there. Since the beginning of 

the  conflict between Anglo-U.S.A. block on the 
one side and Russian block on the other, the strategic 
importance of Gilgit has increased all t he  more 

because of its suitability for air basis from which, 
central Asian republics and military targets in the  
U.S.S.R. can be successfully strapped. t 



Just before t he  15th of August 1947, when t h e  
British transferred *power to  t h e  Indian hands, they 
returned the areas taken by them from the  Indian 
States on lease. So Gilgi t  was retroceded to 
Kashrnir. The Maharaja then appointed Brigadier 
Ghansara Singh as t he  Military Governer of Gilgit. 
The force stationed a t  Gilgit under his command 
included the 6th J a m m u  & Kashmir. infantry which 
was half Dogra and half Muslim and 600 Gilgit 
Scouts who were all Muslims. 

T b w g h  politically the  British withdrew froill 
Gilgit ;kt their in tsres t  in i t  was not lost. I n  fact  
it began to grow with  t h e  growing east-west tension 
in Europe. They, therefore, wanted Gilgit to 
remain in safe and dependable hands. They natura- 
lly considered Pakistan t o  be safer and more 
dependable for them. Therefore their desire has 
been that  Kashmir, especially t he  Gilgit part  of it ,  
should become a pa r t  of Pak i s tm .  Accordingly 
their erstwhile Political Agen t  in Gilgit began to 
cooperate wi th  the  Pakistan officials in  their 
Propaganda in favour of accession to Pakistan 
among t h e  local Rajas and population. The 
accession of the  s ta te  to India in  October I947 was 
therefore, equally distasteful t o  the  U. K. and U.S.A 
a s  to Pakistan. Thei r  agents in Gilgit now actively 
collaborated with t h e  Pakistanis in wresting 
Gilgit from the  Indian hands. 

The task was not  difficult  to achiere. There 
were only about 400 Hindu troops as a g ~ i n s t  their 



400 Muslim comrades, who deserted and joined the 
enemy along with 600 well-armed Gilgit scouts. 
On an appointed day in the  midwinter when all m e a ,  
of communication between Gilgit and Srinagar or 
Jammu had been cut  off, the Military Governor was 

i beseiged in his own house. He  put  up a gallant 
resistence for some time. But, finding the situation 
hopeless, he surrendered and- was made a prisoner of 
war along with his 400 Hindu troops. Thus Gilgit 
passed into the hands of Pakistan. #- 

After consolidating their position in Gilgit the 
Pakistan militarists hurried to control the  approaches 
to the valley before the  winter had Tun out. One of 
their columns advanced towards the Bumyi Pass, 
occupied i t  and began to infiltrate into Gurais area 
of Gashmir from that  side. Another column adva- 
nced west, by-passed Askardu, the capital town of 
Baltistan, for i t  had a 'Dogra garrison in its fort, 
and occupied Kargil without much difficulty. Kargil 
lies on the  road connecting Srinagar with t e h  in 
Ladakh and Askardu in Baltistan, via the  Yaji Pass, 
which also is about 13,000 ft. high and remains 
closed in winter. From Kargil one of their columns 
began to advance towards Leh in Ladakh and the 
other advanced south and occupied t h e  eYaji Pass. 
Some of them even succeeded in infilterating into 
the Sindh valley in Kashmir proper. - 

Thus-before the winter was over and before any 
re-inforcement to Askardu, KargiI or  Leh- tonld 
be sent,  the  Pakistanis with the help of Gilgitecouts 



bnd the locals, for  whom winter weather was no 
fiindermce, had occupied both the  passes linking 
*thee0 areas, with Kashmir. Leh too would hiive 
'fallen before the  Pakistanis, who despoiled many 
monasteries and killed about five h ndred buddhists Y 
*but for the  adventurous and hazardous dash of a 
Buddhist officer of t h e  Indian Army Captain (now 
perhaps Colonel) P r i t hv i  Chand, with a few other 

troops towards Leh  in  mid-wicter. H e  succeeded 
in r&khing Leh, organised a local militia, prepared 
an air strip a t  the  he ight  of about 11,500 feet above 
sea level, where equally adventurous Indian .pilots 
landed their dakotas carrying sinews of war ,  and 

t h u s  saped Leh f rom meeting the  fate of Kargil 
and ~ i l ~ i t .  

The beseiged garrison and Hindu populaticm of 
I .  

Askardu was soon reduced to sore strai ts  by the  
beseiging Pakistani forces. The  R. I. A. F. dropped 
some supplies to them, bu t  due to bad weather  and 
giddy heights t h a t  had to be crossed, adequate 
eupplies could not  be dropped. At  last Colonel 
Thapa of the State forces surrenderd to  t he  Pakis- 

: tanis, after : a gallant resistance of many a month. 
June 1948. 

.. Thus by the  beginning of the  summer of 1948 
t h e  Pakistanis had occupied most of t he  trans-Hima- 
layan part  of t he  S ta te  including Gilgit, Baltistan 
and a part  of Ladakh. T h e  Burzila and Yoji pascles 
'bo were in their control. Thus they had 'well-nigh 
:suooeeded in beseiging the valley -from fhree  sides. 



The only hurdle in the way of their approaching 
t h e  East Punjab towards Kulu and Kistawar in 
Jammu was the  town of Leh. Had that town fallen, 
not only the task of Indian troops in Kashmir 
would have become very difficult but also a new 
and difficult front would have been opened in t h e  
North of East Punjab. 

The problem before the Indian army now was 
how to regain control over t he  Burzi and Yoji 
passes. The heights in these passes were qomma- 
nded by Pakistanis who had now a fine"base a t  
Gilgit w ell-supplied through air and land transport 
by the Pakistan Government. The whole summer 
of 1948 was passed in their  efforts to check t h e  
infilteration of the enemy :into the valley through 
3hese passes. 

That alone could not have saved -Kashmiror 
Ladakh. But by the beginning of winter when the  
passes had been blocked by snow and the Pakistanis 
fel t  quite secure in their commanding positions, 
the  Indian army planned an off trnsive which has made 
history. Light tanks were carried from India to  
Srinagar and from there to the  Yojil Pass a t  a height  
of 13,000 feet, all unnoticed by* t he  Indian public 
and ~lnknown to the Pakistani spies. As these 
-tanks rumbled along Yojila pass, the enemy began 
t o  f ly  like rabbits from his commanding dens. 
Before the Fear had run out the  Indian troops were 
in complete control of the Yojila and had also occ- 
upied the strategic towns of Dras and Eargil beyond 

\ 



the pass on the road to Leh. .A column now adv* 
nced towards Leh from Eargil and made a short 
work of the Pakistani pickets in this sector. Leh 
was thus relieved, Ladakh saved and the threat to 
East Punjab removed. 

But the mouth and the heights commanding the  
Burzi pass are still controlled by Pakistan. They 
in fact control some villages in the valley near the 
mouth of the pass as well. Thus Gilgit and the 
most of Baltistan is still in the hands of Pakistan. 

C' - 



CHAPTER X1 

APPEAL TO THE U. N. 0. 

O n  the 30th of ~ e c e m b e r  1947 the Indian Oabinet 
decided to appeal to the U.N. Security Council ihder . . 
Chapter 35 of the U. N .  Charter to ask Pakistan . to " '  

desist from aiding the raiders entering the 
ICashmir State from and through t h e  Pakistan 
tdrritorg in the interest of the maintenance of 
international peace. On the next day the Indian 
Arnbassadar at Washington formally conveyed this 
Indian complaint against Pakistan to the. President 
of the Security Council a t  Lake Suocess. The 
Pakistan Premier was also informed about i t  the 
same day. 

This decision of the Indian Government to refer 
this pureIy domestic and internal issue to 0.N. 
Security Council came as a surprise not only to 
Indian public, but also to all those countries, which 
had been looking upon the Kashmir affair as an 
internal question of India. No self-respecting 
country would have voluntarily invited the inter- 
ference of other powers through the U. N. 0. in a 
domestic affair as this was 'even for the sake of 



obliging and making respectable an august body 
like the U.N.O. 

But Pakistan against whom the  complaint was 
made, rejoiced over this decision of the Indian 
Government. Her  leaders took i t  to be a God-sent 
opportunity to unburden their hearts of the accum- 
ulated venom against India and discredit her in the 
world by heaping up fantastic accusations against 
her. Being more practical and less scrup16us than 
*he Indian leaders, they secured the  support of the 
 lo-U.S.A. power block in the U.N.O. and were 
not in any way perturbed by this pilgrimage of 
India to the Lake Success, 
, To the Indian public this decision of the Gover- 
nment has remained a puzzle. They have not been 
.able to understand the wisdom and advisability of 
this step of their government. The question that 
has been persistently asked since then is : why 
did India appeal t o  the  U. N. 0. ? Was it our Prime 
Minister Pt. Nehru's idealism and faith in the 
U. N. 0.. or his lack of faith in the  capacity of the 
-country's armed forces to deal with the  raiders ? 

The answer to these questions is to  be found in 
(the events immediately preceding this decision. 
Their analysis shows that  both these reasons and 
something more combined to persuade t h e  Indian 

-leaders to take this decision, 
. The faith of Pt. Nehru in the  U. N. 0. is well 
,known. He is always prepared to  make experiment0 
.in inter-nationalism with the  human material which 



he controls. But i n  this c&e it was not d6'rnltah 
his faith in the U. N. 0. as his abhorrence 'of war 

and bloodshed which played the decisive role. The 
immediate factor that seems to have influenced 
him was the fall of Jhangar, the important road 
junction to the west of Jammu before-a night attack 
of the raiders in the last week of December 1947. 
The Indian Brigade stationed there had to fall back 
to Nowshera. This unnerved the Indian leaders a 
little. They were unwilling to allow the Indian 
armg to destroy the bases of the raiders in PLkistan 
for it would have extended the scope of war and 
might have led to all-out hostilities between India 
and Pakistan causing more bloodshed. 

This fear of bloodshed had been one of the 
determining factors, at least with Pt. Nehru, in 
regard to the question of partition, of. India. The 
same abhorence of bloodshed and a weakness for 
the Pakistanis influenced him, to knock the 
door of the U. N. rather than knock- a t  the source 

of the whole mischief in Kashmir. . . 

The result has been as disillusioning in this case 
as i t  had been in the case of Partition. The 
bloodshed and misery that came in the wake of the 
partition has far exceeded ,the possible bloodshed 
that might have resulted frpm a firm and bold stand 
against the disruption of India's unity. I n  the 
same way the losses in life, property and money 
incurred by the Indian government and people in 
Kashmir inspite of their appeal to the U. N. 0. hare 



mounted h igh  and ye t  t h e  real objective is still 
distant and t h e  prospects of i t s  full achievement. 
more doubtful. 

While making the appeal to  t h e  U. N. 0. i t  was 
hoped by t h e  Indian leaders t h a t  India's stand being 
very logical and sound would be vindicated by the 
Security Council and t h a t  the  dispute would be 
settled quickly put t ing an  early end to the un- 
necessary bloodshed. The Indian stand was simple. 
It w . 3 ~  that  Kashmir having acceded to India has 
becom'e a part of tha t  country,  thct  Pakistan by 
d i n g  the  raiders had been guilty of aggression 
against India and tha t  t h e  Securi ty Council should 
immediately arrange to  br ing aggression to  an end. 
India, on her part ,  i t  was declared, had no territorial 
dmbition and t h a t  she was willing to allow the 
people of Kashmir to decide the  question of their 
accession to India o r  Pakis tan by plebiscite. But 
before that could be done Pakistan should see that  
all raiders leave Kashmir. Restoration of peace and 
normal conditions, i t  was asserted. were the 
necessary pre-requisites for  holding a plebiscite. 

As against this, t h e  stand taken by Pakistan was 
that  she does nc t  recognise t h e  accession of 
Kashmir to India which can be settled by a plebiscite 
alone: that  she had not  been aiding the raiders 
who were not1Pakis tani  nationals, but  had come of 
their own accord from t h e  tribal'areas t o  fight for  
their Muslim brethren in Kashmir. But, i t  was said 
that Pakistan - sgmpathised wi th  t h e  Muslims of 



Kashmir who wanted to  accede to Pakistan and 
therefore could not want  t o  check those-who wanted 
t o  help Kashmiri Muslim's. Beides put t ing up this 
defence, thehPakintani delegate Mr. Zafnr Ullnh, 
raised so many other questions pertaining to 
Junagadh.  and riots in the East Punjab Delhi 

and employed his ar t  of eloquence and imagery to 
prejudice the the  Security council members 
against  India, 

The  Security Council on its part. instead of 
appreciating the logical stand taken by Indi:: and 
asking Pakistan to stop aggression to end 
unnecessary bloodshed put, as Mr. Gopalawami 
Ayyangar  the Chief Indian delegate remarked, the  
ca r t  before the horse h y  taking up the question of 
plebiscite first. The urgen t  question of stopping 
aggression was thrown in the background. Formula 
af ter  formula and resolution after resolution began 
to be brought before the  Security Council only to  
be rejected by India. The Indian government 
became so  disgusted with this  att i tude of the 
Security Collncil tha t  the  Pr ime Minister Pt. Nehru, 
the  staunchest supporter of U. N.  0. in  India, had to 
express public17 his disappointment about t he  U.N.0. 
in a public speech a t  Jammu on February 15, 1948. 
H e  said "Instead of discussing and deciding our 

ences in a straight-forward manner, the 
nations of the world s i t t ing on that  body got lost in 

This was the  beginning of the  

dis-.illusionment. . . 



ary 1948 for consultations with their government. 
It returned back to  Lake  Success in March. Again 
the same old s tory  of resolutions and formulac be- 
gan to be repeatrd with one tangible result. By 
a resolution passed on J u n e  3, a five-man commission 
consisting of hr jen t ina ,  U.S.A , Belgium, Caechoslo- 
vakia and Columbia was to be sent  to India to 
s tudy the situation on t h e  spot  and to  suggest a way 

out  of the "disputes" between India and Pakistan. 
L 6 

Indlcprotested against t h e  word disputes" which 
meant inclusion in  the  terms of reference of the  
commission, of other questions raised by Pakistan. 
But as a matter of politeness or  as a sign of weakness 
India did receive t he  commission and gave i t  all 
facilities. 

The Commission soon came to know tha t  Pakis-- 
tan was not only aiding t he  raiders but  was actuallr 
fighting in Kashmir. On the  basis of these 
findings of the commission the Security Council 
passed a rosolution on August  13, '48 calling upon 
both sides to stop fighting and asking Pakistan 
t o  withdraw her  troops as a f i rs t  s tep towards the  
creatidn of conditions i n  which  plebiscite might  be 
held. India accepted th i s  cease-fire or  truce 
resolution as i t  vindicated t h e  stand taken by her 
that P a k i s t ~ n  being t he  aggressor must withdraw 
her troops first, But  Pakis tan  refused to accept it.  

After this glaring affront  to  the  U.N.O. by Pakis- 
tan whose complicity i n  t h e  Kashmir war had now 



been proved beyond doubt; it was expected that the 
U. N. 0. Security Council would take suitable steps 
to give justice to India, It was also hoped that the 
Indian Government would withdraw the offer of 
plebiscite as Pakistan had deliberately chosen t3e  
path of war,and would give her a taste of the Indian 
metal. But neither the U. N.  0. rose above its 
power-poli tics nor did India shed her  pusillanimity. 

The commission then returned to Lake 
Suckess and submitted a report to the U. N .  0. on . 
Sovember 22. But i t  did not make any attemp-; to 
draw any final conclusion or to make recommenda- 
tions for any future action to be taken by the 
Security Council. The stalemate created by 

Pakistan's refusal to accept the cease fire resolu- 
tion of Augllst 13 continued till India took the  
initiative and ordertd cease fire. I n  the  meanwhile 
Pakistan troops continued to strengthen their 
positions and advance towards Leh. The Indian 
army authorities at  last fearing fur ther  surprise 
bv P ~ k i s t a n  army in the winter, stirred a l i t t le and 
started an offensive which very soon put the  
Pakistani forces on the run, both in the  Jammu 
sector as also in the Yoji Pass sector in Kashmir 

Had this offensive continued for  eome time a 

decisive military result could have been achieved 
in the  Jammu Sector a t  least. But before that  could 
be done the  Indian Government ordered a cease 

f i r e 1  on its own initiative beginning from 

January 1, '49. 



The whole drama of the  U. H. Security Council 
and its Kashmir Commission since t he  30th of 
December has created a sense of disillusionment and 
frustration even in t h e  most optimistic and idealist 
supporter of the  U. N. in this country. The  achie- 
vement of the  U . 3 .  in regard to the  Kashmir issue 
during this one year and o half has been, if anything 
at all, negative. It has contributed towards 
lengthening t h e  war  in Kashmir ra ther  than 
bringing i t  to a speedy end for which purpose it 
had been approached, Whatever l i t t le has been 
achieved in t he  form of t he  cease fire has  been 
the result of India's self-abgenation and of the zeal 

of her leaders to be acclaimed as men of peace. 
What  is t he  cause, it m a r  be asked, of this 

failure of the  UNO to  do justice to India which is 

now the biggest independent country in Asia?  The 
reasons are not  far  to seek. Some of them are 
inherent in the  genesis and character of t he  U.X.O. 
and others are of India's own making. 

The UNO like i ts  predecessor, the  League of 
Nations, is a creation of t h e  big powers who were 
brought together by t h e  exigencies of war. The 
economic, territorial and ideological clashes between 
them rear their head as soon as t h e  question of 
refashioning and redrawing t h e  map of t he  world 
arises because all  of them have expansionist 
ambitions and, therefore,  have different axes to 
grind. I n  t he  present  case the ideological clash 
between the  Anglo-U. S. A. block of countries-the 



Western powers-and the  communist Russian block 
of countries-the Eastern powers-has overshadowed 

all other  clashes of interests. for the economic and 
political life of the countries of these two power 
1)locks is bring governed 11y their  dominating 

itleologies. Both are  trying to expand a t  the  cost of 
t he  other. The speed of expansion of Russia being 
much greater, the Anglo-USA block is t ry ing hard 
to limit he r  expansion h y  building u p  a chain of 
military defences and satellite states around t h e  
Russian block. Kashmir State especially its Gilgit  
p i r t  is important for them in this respect. So 
they  a-hnt i t  to be in dependable hands. They  
definitely consider Pakistan to be more dependable 
for their  purpose than India. So their  weight has 
heen, so  far,  p u t  on the  side of  Pakistan in t h e  
U. K .  0. They being in a majoritv in t he  Security 
Council carry their  point whe ther  r ight  or  wrong. 

The inconsistent and unrealistic foreign policy of 
India since the  attainment of-freedom has been the 
other  redson for this sad pl ight  of India in the 
U. N .  0.  .in analysis of t h e  voting on the  various 

r e s ~ l u t ~ i o n s  about K a s h ~ d r  in t h e  Security Council 
shows tha t  seldom a vote was cast  in India's favour. 
As a general rule U.S.S.R. and Ukrain h a r e  been 
abstaining from voting and the  o ther  nine hare been 
supporting t h e  resolution which invariably went  in 
favour of Pakistan. This has been mainly due  to 
t h e  equivocal at t i tude of India towards the two big 
powers that count in the world to-day. Indian lead- 



ers have declared so many times tha t  they do not 
want to join any power block and tha t  they would 
follow an independent foreign policy aimed a t  end- 
ing the  colonial rule  and racial discrimination in 
hsia and elsewhere. This has naturally created 
distrust f o r  India in the minds of  the  Western colo- 
nial powers. They,  therefore, support Pdkist ln as 

 g gain st India in this and other disputes. A t  the same 

time Indian leaders seem to  1)e as much anxious to 
remain a pa r t  of the Commonwealth as C .  K. is to 
reti~in them.  They generally toe the line of ,hlglo- 

C.S.X. group in regard to economic and political 
problems facing our country and the world. This, 
coupled w i ~ h  their tlecision to remain in  the Coinm- 
onwe,rlth!has na t~ i ra l ly  created misgivings about  
Indi i  in the !]lint1 of the  Russian block. 

As regards the  smaller Asiatic powers the policy 
of Inc!is has been equally unrealistic. It is governed 

more by the possible reactions of t h e  Musliins in 
India aud Pakistan toW;rds i t  than bv the interests 
of India. The historical background and the  cultural 
factors point to t he  establishment of closer cultural 
and political ties with  t h e  Buddhist countries of the 
South East hsia.  Economic and political interests also 
demand closer relations with Israel and Afghanistan. 
But to appease the  Indian Muslims, t h e  Government 
of India toes the line of Pakistan in  regard to these 
countries. Even some of the  far off South American 
countries h a r e  been estranged, by t he  unbridled and 
unrealistic talks and s ~ e e c h e s  - of. some of our  dele- 



gates t o  the U.S.O. No wonder that India's case 
like that  of a man riding two stools has gone by 
defaul t  i n  the C.Y.O. so far.  

In regard to Pakis tan our  immediate neiqhbour 
and rival, the poiicy of t h e  Indian q o r e r n x e n t  has 
heen the same , i s  ;hut of the Sonqress towi:r-ia the  
Muslim League hefore the freedom anti partition of 

o u r  country. This policv of , r ~ ~ p e ~ . s e m e n t  rqwarcis 
Pak i s t an  to win her fr iendship ;n!l:ehon- is t h e  

gre~ktes t  hinderznce in the way i .;per*:- and 
honourable solution of the Kashmir  ?rol~lern :s also 
of rnanr a. pressin7 problems facin; :he co;;ntrr.  

Inciia's going r-, the U.N.O. might  - ? r o v e  - h less-  

ing i11 disguise, ir i e r  s ta tesmen t r i e  ; lessor. fro111 
the f a t e  t h n t  Qur laduse met there.  i~l~! Ixgin  to' 

fashion Inli ::'s f o y e i ~ n  policy wi th  2 r g r e  :r?iistic 

f r a m e  of mind. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE NEW KASHMIR IN ACTION. 

Before dealing wi th  t he  cease-fire and its reper- 
cussions on the  question of the fu ture  of the J a m m u  
and Kashmir state,  n brief review of the internal 
developements i n  the  s ta te  during this period of 
stress and strain is essential, for they are bound to 
inflcence to a large extent  the fu tu re  as also 
the  shape of th ings  t o  come in the State and may 
be, in India as well. 

The one all important  internal development 
from which all  o thers  have emanated has been the 
transfer of power t u  Sheikh Abdullah and his 
National Conference in the  wake of the  provisional 
accession of the s t a t e  to India. The slogan of 'Quit 
Kashmir', raised b r  - Sheikh Abdulleh in 1936 thus 
became a reality in I947 due to circumstances 
which neither Sheikh Abdullah nor the  Maharaja 
could have even dreamt of in 1946. It ~ n a d e  Sheikh 
Abdullah master of not  only Knshmir, but  also of 
Jammu and its Dogra people against whose domina- 
tion over Kashmir he had been struggling. Thus 



KASI4MIR DIVIDED - 
Pt. Prem Natli Eogr 

the Lezdcr of Jamm 

who has recently 

been released after 

long detention 

wi thcu t  trial. 

Sheikh Mohammad 

Abdullah 

ths Leader of 

Kashmir. who 

hzads the interim 

Government of 

Jammu and Kashmir 

Statlz. 





af ter  a century of the Dogra con ' . of Kashlnir 
the kashmiris and t he  Dogra havt c~..nged places. 

This attainment of power marked the  climax of 
t h e  chequered career of Sheikh Ahdullah. It put 
him in a supreme test for  he  W A S  now called upon 
to  rule a people, besides his own, whose rule over 
Kashmir had been systen~atical lr  asfiailod by him 
as irresponsible, repressive and unsympathetic to- 
wards the  Kashmiris. It also gave him an opportu- 
nity to translate the constitutional and economic 
plan for Kashmir known irs 'Sew Kashmir' (which the 
National Conference had drawn in 1945) into action. 

The Sheikh falterer: in this test of his*professions 
at  the very outset. As the exceptional circumbta- 
nces prevailing at  the time of the transfer of power 
precluded the formation of a regular ministry, 
Sheikh Abdullah was cested with all executive 
authority over the s t ~ t e  as its Chief Emergency 
Officer. He was to zppoint fo r  his assistance other 
Elnergency officers for the administrative provinces 
of the state as also for  the  various departments. 
It was expected bp the people of Jammu that a 
popular publicinan of the  province would be appoi- 
nted as the  Emergency Officer for Jammu so that  the 
same enthusiasm for the popular regime and for the 
defence of the country may be created in Jammu 
as in  Kashmir. But Sheikh Abdullah appointed his 
own lieutenant Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, who 
knew little or nothing about Jammu, as the  Chief 
Emergency Officer for. Ahat.pmvince. Not  a single 



popular leader of Jammu was attached with him 
even in an advisory capacity. This was an unwise 
step, for it kept the  distrust born out of the  past 
anti-Ilogra dctivities of Sheikh hbdullah alive. This 
wrong could have been rectified a t  the  time of 
the formation of  the  regular ministry. Again, no 
popular representative of the  Dzgras was taken in 
the cabinet. P t .  Girdhari La1 Dogra, the  only Dogra 
in the Sheikh's cabinet has no representative 
position in the public life of Jammu. H e  has been 
taken for  his being the  only follower of Sheikh 
Abdullah in the  Jammu area. Thus the  transfer of 
power to Sheikh Abdullaha's hands began to b e  
looked upon i ~ p  t he  people of Jammu as a change 
for the worse-from autocracy of t h e  Maharaja to 
the dictatorship of Sheikh Abdullah and his un- 
sylnpathatic followers. 

The dissatisfaction in t h e  people of Jammu with 
the new regime was heightened by some of t h e  
administrative measures and the  discriminatory 
policies of the  Governnlent. The first of them was 
the formation of t h e  three  Tehsils of the  Udhampur,. 
district of Jammu, Viz, Bhadarmah, Kistwar and 
Ram Ban, into n separate district placed under t h e  
charge of a notorious ~ a k i s t a n i '  Officer Col. Adalat 
Khan. These Dogra tehsils l ink the  rest  of the Dogra 
land with Ladakh, Himachal Przdesh and Kashmir. 
They also constitute the  most productive and beauti- 
ful part of the Jammu province. 

Attempts at  se t t l ing t he  Muslim Gujars coming 



f rom Chamba in the Himachal Pradesh and Pakistan 
in these tehsils fur ther  added to  the  doubts of the 

people. The appointment or  reinstatenlent of well 
known Pakistani Officers like Ch. Faiz Gllah and 
Mian Abdul Rashid w h o  had act ively  collaborated 
with t h e  raiders and the discr i~ninatory policy to- 
wards t h e  Jammu people in the  matter  of supply 
and prices of the  controlled goods supplied by t h e  
Indian government to the  State  as also in regard to 
t h e  formation and drrning of Home G u a ~ d s  and 

border militia, most needed in J a m m u .  created 
misgivings and general a tmosphere of disatisfaction 
in t he  J a m m u  area. 

To cap all, the civil liberties of the people of 
J smmu have been suppressed to  such an extent t ha t  
Pt. Prenl Nath Dogra U. L. A,, t he  mos t  popular 
leader of Jammu wi th  two o ther  M.  L. As. and 
some other  respectable citizens of Jammu was arres- 
ted and pu t  under detention on t h e  alleged charge, 
according to the  Government commux~ique, of 
misrepresenting the  situation in  J a m m u  to the 
Congress M. C. As. Dr. Raghuvira  and Shri M. L. 
Chattopadhyaya who visited J a m m u  by  t h e  middle 
of February ,  1949. 

Th is  led to  the bursting of t h e  popular 
resentment  in the form of protest  demonstrations, 

meetings and hartals throughout  the Jammu 
province. But for the timely steps taken by t h e  
Jamlnu Pra ja  Parishad to check t h e  popular f renzy 
the  situation there  might have taken an ugly turn-  



The Sational conference and i ts  leaders however. 
tio not  at tach much i lnportance to  civil liberties 
or ~ol i t ica l  freedom. The i r  s tand is t h a t  economic 
freedom and no t  t h e  political freeciom is tohe 
sine-qua-no11 o f  ,dl progrecs,  t h a t  "Real Free t io~n 
takes birth f rom economic emanicipation." The  
"Saw l<ilshlnir'* according to them guarantees this 
econornic emlrncipution for  t h e  masses of Kashmir  3s 

also of Jarnmu. The crezt ion of this  new order, 
according to Sheikh h b c h ~ l l ~ t b ,  is his  main tesk. 
The question of civil l ibert ies or of suceptibilities of 

the  people of J a m m u  and even t h e  cluestion of 
accession to India, are  all secondary. 

What is this New Kashmir plan ?-It is 3. comprehen- 
sive plan out l ining a. political and constitutional 
set up for t h e  s t a t e  and a n  economic and cultural  
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policy calculated to  make  Kashmir  o Dazzling 
gem upon t h e  s n o w y  bosom of Asia" th rough  t h e  
achievement of f reedom and Xational self-sufficiency. 
I t s t a r t s  wi th  the assumption t h l t  t h e  Jannrnu and 
Kashmir s ta te  has a separa te  existence of i ts  own 
which mus t  grow as  an  independant  Asiatic country 
with independant policies and no t  necessari ly as s 

part  of India  governed by  t h e  policies h i d  down by 

the Indian centre .  
The consti tutional plan of t h e  " S e w  Ksshmir" 

originally envisaged n fu l ly  democratic svs tem of 
Gorernment under  t h e  aegis  of t he  M ~ h a r a j a .  But 
since the t ransfer  of power  th is  political objectire 
has been redefined as f u l l  freedom wi thout  any 



:race of the  author i ty  of the Maharaja. He is not 
wanted b:,- Sheikh hbdullah even as a constitutional 
head. His new slogan is 'Quit Maharaja.' The hur- 

den o f  his spre(:hen in Ii-shmir now is "We h a r e  to 
rid of t h e  Jlaharaja first .  Till then t h e  question 3 

of accession , : r ~ e s  not arise. Jt'e have made no 
~ ~ o m m i  tments tq India ,ihout accession. The people 
of Kashmir are  f ree to decide the question as thes 

please. I h ixe  no sepnrate existence. I will go 
7 9 :vhere you will l ike me to  go. 

The s t m d  al:our rhe  Mcharaja's position and the 
?o l ic~-  of humili;ring him whenever and wherever 

. . 
yossible is nor i11;e.i 5)- t he  people of Jammu. 
Being ;: 5011 ( ~ f  rhe soil t h e  Maharaja is generzlls 
held in high :*cssect 5 the people of J a m m u .  
Their attschmen.t to  hi111 h2s increased in t h e  recent 
months 2s a :eectio:l against  t h e  oppressire poli- 
cies of the  Al~ciuilah regime. 

The eaono:nic set up envisaged by t h e  "New 
Kaahmir" plnn i s  ultra-socialistic. It aims a t  aboli- 
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tion of 1andlorc;;sm and Jagirdari  and the  big 
private  capitalist. "Lznd to t he  tiller" and nation- 
alisation of allb'Kep insustries" to begin with and 
complete control of production by the  state ultima- 
te ly are the main features . of this economic plan. 

This plan has already been put  in  operation. 
Jagirdari s r s tem,  has been abolished. Thi<s has done 
no good to the peasants. But  the .land revenue 
that used to go to the Jagirdars  now comes t o  the 

state,  Moratoruim has-been given on debts and 



in some cases land has been distributed among 
the tillers. The most important  economic measure 
however, is that concerning landlords. A11 landlords. 
with more than 123 acres of land are now 
to get only 25 p. c. instead of 50 p. c. share of t he  
produce of their land. T h e  land revenue is to be 
paid by them ou t  of this 25 %. The fodder crops 
are to be left ent i re ly  to  t he  peasants. This  measure 
has made landlordism so  uneconomical tha t  i t  is 
expected that  it would end automatically within a 

year or two. T h e  peasants encouraged by these 
measures have begun t o  refuse even this  25 p. c.. 
share t o  the land lords. 

These agrarian measures have been hailed as 
marking the begining of a new order by some. 
But their immediate effect  especially on t h e  mino- 
rity community has been disastrous for  they 
amount to despoilation of t h e  landlords of their  
Posession without paging any  compensation what- 
Soever. The  Kashmiri  Pandi ts  who form about- 
50 % of the total population of Kashmir :alley have 
been most hard h i t  by these  measures. Most of 
them had agricultural lands on t he  produce of' 
which thes lived. T h e  doors of Government 
services have also been closed to them to  make 
room for the  Muslims. So they find themselves in 

great economic distress and have alreday begun- 
leaving Kashmir in hundreds in search of livlihood 
in India. 

These measures a re  also no t  in keeping with t h e  



land policies that are being followed by other state 
and provincial Governments in India. The landlord's 
right to some compensation has been accepted in 
India. But the  land policies of the Kashmir Govern- 
ment are formulated and planned by those, as we 
shall see presently, who receive inspiration and 
guidance not from India but from elsewhare. 

In the Industrial sphere the Kashmir Govern- 
ment has not made any such radical experiments so 
far. Kashmir has only a few big indusries such as 
the &ran Singh woolen mills, the Hadow Carpet 
Factory and the silk factory. The silk factory is 
already managed by the  Government. Others are 
expected to be taken over by the  Gorernment. I n  
Jammu there are rosin and silk factories. Both 
are Government concerns. A privately owned flour 
mill has already been taken over h g  t he  Government. 

I n  the commercial sphere the  system of Gorern- 
ment inonoplies has taken the place of private 
enterprise. The Punjabi Hindu business men from 
the West  Punjab who controlled most of the export 
and import trade of the State till recently have been 
generally deprived of their work. The internal 
trade has been given in the hands of such party- 
men or kinsmen of the men in power, who had 
little share in the trade of Kashmir before. This 
has created great dissatisfaction iu Kashmir. 

These economic plans of Sh. Abdullah's govern- 
ment which aim at  making Kashmir a happy and 
prosperous country are good as ideals. But. 



the real utility of a plan depends on the  way 
it is executed. T h e  haste and high-handedness 
with which the  economic plan of the  "Xew Kash- 
mir" is being enforced has, for the  present a t  least, 
created more economic dissatisfaction and new 
economic problems without  solving any.  The  land- 
lords in Kashmir had to part with a fixed part 
of their protluce which used to  be stored in 
Srinagar to meet t h e  food scarcity. The peasants 
who have now been given the r ight  to keep most 
of the produce wi th  them are reluctant to part 
with their surplus grain. Procurement is more 
difficult in their  case than in the  case of a few 
known landlords. The result is tha t  Kashmir 
has begun to suffer  from severe food-scarcity. 

The relations between the landlords and the  
peasants h3ve become so strained as a result of 
these measures and Coln~nunist  propaganda that  
the peasants refuse to give to  t he  landlords 
even the  meagre share  allowed by the new land 
laws. F ights  between landlords and tillers, 
especially in t h e  J a m ~ n u  area have become frequ- 
*ent. The doctrine of class-hatred as preached 
by the communists is taking root among the  peas- 
ants and . the old social ties are fzst breaking. 
It is therefore, no t  possible to gauge t he  real good 
that these ecnomic policies have done to the  people 

of Xashmir. But t he  good t h e r  have done to  the  
communists whose activities in the  State a re  daily 
-on the increase can not  be  gain said. 



In  the cultural and educational sphere  the aim 
of the votaries of "New Kashmir" i~ to take 
Kashmir out of the sphere of influence of Indian 

culture and learning. One of the f irs t  things done 
by Sheikh Abdullah after his assumption of office 
has been the creation of the  Kashmir University 
a t  Srinagar and cutting off of the relationship with 
East Punjab University. The court language 
and the medium of instruction in this University 
is to  be Grdu. A cer.tre for Islanlic students has 
also been opened a t  Hazart Bal. Though claiming 
to be the inheriter of both the Sanskrit culture of 
ancient Kashmir as also of the Persian culture 
that  came to Kashmir with the Muslim conquest. 
Sheikh Sbdullah has been concentrating upon the 
development and revival of Persian and Islamic 
culture alone. Perhapes i t  is wrong to expect 
anything else. Sheikh Abdullah knows tha t  95 p. c.  
of the  Kashmiris are Muslims and that they are 
as much under the influence of religion and 
religious slogans, if not more, as their compatriots 
of the  N.W.F.P. Therefore, he  wants to make them 
feel that Abdullah's Kashrnir is in no way different 
from Jinnah's Pakistan. He hails Kashmiris as a 
Muslim people and Islam to him is "the sun while 
all the  other religions are Stars." His speeches. 
to his people are punctuated by the recital of 
b b Kalma" and verses from the "Holy Quran" a t  every 
step. Therefore, he like a realistic popular leader 

has been trying to cater to the likes and dislikes 



of his Muslim followers to continue to be their 
leader. Perhaps  for  this reason he  has closed down 
the oldest and world famed cultural institution of 
Kashmir-the State department of research and 
translations of Sanskri t  Manuscripts, the  expenditure 
on which was never more than Rs. 20,000 .I year. 

In  spite of all this  Sheikh Abdullah has not 
been able to render ineffective the  Pakistani  pro- 
pognnda, which is being carried on vehemently 
by the Muslim students as also by the  educatefl and 
Mull~th classes, in Kashmir .  

Thek'Xew Kashnlir" in action has thus  created 
new problems. A% deep rift  between the  Dogrss 

who place accession to India above every thing 
else and c la im equ{l sha re  in t h e  administration 
of their home land hnd Sheikh Abdullah's party 
has arisen and is daily widening. Many acts of 
ommission and commi~s ion  of the Government and 
the wide-spread corrliption and nepotism have 
affected the  popularity of Sheikh Abdullah with 
his own people in Kashmir as well. Power,  they 
say, corrupts and absolute power corrupts  absolut- 
ely. Sheikh Abdullah today enjoys absolute power 
in Kashmir. H e  is not  a saint,  nor h e  wants  to be 
one. He  loves power and enjoys i ts  intoxication 
NO wonder, therefore, if the  absolute power 
coupled with the  doting support  of some Indian 
statesmen has made him arrogant,  dictatorial and 
intolerant of any criticism, however well-meaning 

. . 

it . .  might be,. 
. , 



T h e  one organised group, which has been expl- 
oiting t h e  unsett led conditions, t he  growing eco- 
nomic discontent and the  growing dissatifaction 
with Sh. Abdullah's regime in the  state. is the 
Communist par ty.  Sh. Abdullah has a soft corner 
for them. They  have their men in the K e r  posi- 
tions and want to make "New Kdshmir" a commun- 
ist Kashmir.  They  have their  plan ready for  that. 
A su rvey  of their  a c t i v i t i e ~  and plans in t h e  
.Jammu and Kashmir s tate  is given neat .  



CHAPTER XIII. 

A COMMUNIST'S PARADISE. 

Communists have a knack of exploiting difficult 
situations for the i r  party ends. I11 fact  they thrive 
on disorders and hullIan distress especially of the 
economic nature. Taking ddcantage of the  diffic- 
ult situation created by the Pakis tani  invasion 
and of the events  tha t  followed i t ,  they  ha re  so 
penetrated into the  ranks of the  par ty  in power 
-rnd have become so well-entrenched in the  state 
that Kashmir nley well be called a Communist's 
Paradise. 

The Commu~lis t  party has no well-defined 
separate existence as such in  Kashmir. But the 
Communists form t h e  most influential and effective 
group within t h e  National conference and domi- 
nate its deliberations and policies. They can come 
out as the Communist par ty  of Kashmir a t  any 
time because the i r  f i r s t  allegiance remains to the 
Communist par ty  of India from which they get 
guidance. 

The name of t h e  Communist par ty  was not much 
heard of in Kashmir  till recently.  There  were 



only a few persons in Jammu and Srinagar w h o  
went  rbout as communists. But  they had l i t t le  o r  
no s tatus  in  public life of these places. During the  
last World W they drew some attention by 
forming themselves into the Society of t he  'Friends 
of t h e  Soviet Union' a t  Srinagar. The prominent 
members of this society were Mr. Ghulam Mohammed 
Sadiq and Mr. D. P. Dhar. I n  Jammu, P t .  Girdhari 
La1 Dogrs and Mr. Trilochan Datt  were t h e  only 
known communists till then. They  were a t  the  
same time members of the National Conference as 
well. Mr .  Sadiq, in fact, had a lot to do wi th  t h e  
draf t ing of t h e  economic plan as envisaged in t he  
' v '  Kashmir. / 

During t h e  Quit Kash~ni r  movement started by 
Sheikh Abclullah early in 1046, the  comtnunists came 
into prominence for the first time as the  brain 
behind t h e  movement. Mr.  Mohi-u-ddin karah, a 

voung pleader and a close relative of Mr.  Sadiq who 
went underground and controlled t h e  movement i n  
Kash:nir a f ter  Sheikh Abdullah's ~ t r res t ,  is also a 
communist. The prestige he  gained as a succussful 
under-ground worker  has added to  the  s t reng th  and 
popularity of t he  communists in  Kashmir. I n  

Jamrnu Pt. Girdhari  La1 Dogra and Mr. Trilochan 
Datt were t h e  only persons who supported t h a t  
lnovement and courted arrest.  They therefore be- 

came sti l l  more unpopular in h m n u .  
~t t h e  t ime of Pakistani invasions these  

Hashmiri communists again came into prominence. 



Mr. Sadiq organised the  militia. T h e  few young 
communist workers  took charge of t h e  propaganda 
work. The a t t rac t ive  slogans which  resounded in 
the streets of Sr insgar  those days and the 
renaming of the  city's main "Chowk" as the  'Red 
Square' to create a s o r t  of revolutionary fe r rour  in 
the  people. was thei r  work. Wel l  known com- 
munist workers of Intlia like Mr. and Mrs. B. P. L. 
Bedi, Rajbans Krishan,  Chaudhary Sher  J u n g  and 
Dhanw~ntdr i  w i th  a, horde of o ther  male and female 
workers now rushed to Kashmir.  They were all 
given importsnt  assignments.  Mr. B. P. L. Bedi 
became incharge of in ternal  propaganda and pi~bli- 
city. ChaudharY Sher  J u n g  and Rajbans Krishnit 
were deputed to  raise and organise t h e  regular 
militia. To Mr .  Dhanwant r i  was assigned t h e  work 
of organising t h e  National conference in  Jammu.  

With the  formation of t h e  In te r im Ministry some 
of these communists come to occupy key postions 
in the Government Mr.  Ghulsm Mohammed Sadiq 
Socame the  Developement Minlster and Mr. D .  P. 
Dhar beczme inchdrge of Law and Order as Deputy 
Home Minister. P t .  Girdhar i  La1 o g r a  was appoi- 
nted Finance Minister  and Mr. Tri lochan Datt  was 
given the  key post of Deputy Commissioner of 

Jammu district.  Many o the r  communists came to  
occupy important Secretarial  Positions. 

The stage was t h u s  s e t  for  systematic and 
intensive communist  propagandbr work in the 
State. This takes th ree  forms, viz, the  hold over 



militia and the  collection of arms, propagation of 
Communist idealogy through Cultural* F r o n t  and 
exhibition of films depicting life in  the  adjoining 
Soviet republics, and intensive propaganda among 
the  peasants to  rise against t h e  propertied and 
land-owning classes. The Kashrnir National Militia 
which is now many thousands s t rong  and has  been 
well equipped with the  modern weapons of precision 
by t h e  Indian Government, has  been dominated by 
t h e  communists since i ts  inception. Through study 
circles, lectures  and stories most of t h e  young 
recruits  to  the Militir=. have been indoctrinated. The  
wide-spread, military movement in  t he  s ta te  have 
made t h e  work of collections of arms and ammuni- 
tion through  purchase^ from t h e  army personnel 
quite easy for  them. 

A campaign has recently heen started by them 
in t h e  J a m m u  eres  to take awa:,/ t he  arms given to 
the  upner castes for border defence, and the i r  
redistribution among the  menial classes w h o  are  
being roused against  t h e  upper classes. The  control 
of Militia and the  accumulation of arms has  thus  
made Kashmir  one of the s t rongest  Communist 
bases in India. 

T h e  propaganda of the  communist idealogy is 
being done th rough  the Cultural Fron t .  It is an 
organization consisting of communist wri ters  a t d  
actors w h o  go about t he  country-side with mobile 
cinemas and dramatic parties. The  Russian pictures 
l ike 'Life in  Tajikstan' are  shown to  the  s t u d e n t  



and the working classes free of charge. Mr. P. L. 
Bedi, who is officially incharge ~f t he  counter 
propaganda department,  guides the activities of 
this Front .  The  educated Kashmiri Pandits are 
fast coming under t h e  communist influence hecause 
of their econornic distress and sene? of f rnstration. 

In the  villages the  com~nunis t  oficisls and non. 
officials have been openly tellicq the  tillers to 

rellise their s t r eng th  .LS against their lilndlords and 
fight for their  r ights .  This poison of  class hatred 
has idready gone so deep that some lani!!ords in the 
darnmu area have recently beer: mul*dered by 
their tenants. 

THE COMMUNIST PLAN FOR U S H M I R .  
rrl l h e  communist leaders in and c,..;tside t,he s ta te  

; y e   full^ conscious of their  growing s t rengh in the 
Sr3te. Some of them do not ma;;? any secret in 
private talks, of their  plans of u s i ~ y  Ksshrnir as a 

spring board fo r  lnaking India Red.-They, therefore, 
do not  want t he  Sta te  t o  accede to 1-iia or  Pakistan, 
because tha t  might  mean suppre=sion of their 
activities in  Kashmir wi th  a s trong banti by the Do- 
minion Government concerned. Accession to India, 
they feel, will make their  task difE<:ult because of 
the increased and direct control of ~ i e  Indian auth- 
orities over the  Kashmir ad~llinistrarion. ,4ccession 
t o  Pakistan also does not  suit  :heir ends for 
obvious reasons. 

Division of the  Sta te  is also ns:t approved by 
them, for that  would automatica1:r lead to the 



integration of the of two par ts  with t h e  two 
Dominions. So they have a new plan for  Kashmir 
for  which they have already won the  support  of 

some leading inass figures in the  National 
Conference. 

T h e  communist p l a  islthat Kashlnir should rem- 
ain a n  independent country whose freedom should 
be guaranteed by U. S. S. R. besides o ther  neighbours 
of Kashmir.  They have been preaching this  view 
for some months past. Their  a rguments  in favour 
of t h i s  plan for the  Kashmir masses are  t ha t  India 
is t h e  country of not only Nehru bu t  also of Patel, 
Dalmias, and Birlas. Accession to  India, they  say, 

will mean end of the 'new' Kashmir. Fur ther ,  it will 
be resented by  Pakistan and may mean continuation 
of hostilities. Accession to Pakistan,  they argue, 
will make i t  difficult for Hindus to continue to  live 
in t h e  State.  Their argument for t h e  men in power 
is t h a t  independence will mean a guarantee for  their 
continuity in  t he  seat of power. 

T h e  success they have achieved can be gauged 
from t h e  speeches of the National conference leaders 
and f rom t h e  trend of events in Kashmir during the  
recent months. Maulana Mohammed Sayid, the 
General  secretary of the  National conference while 
speaking in a meeting of t he  National conference 
workers towards the  end of March 1949 a t  Srinagar 

said "For  us India is a J i n  (Devil) and Pakistan is 
Ag (Fire).  W e  can join neither. But  there  is a third 
course also open to us. T h a t  is t h e  course advocated 



by our Sltdiq Sahib (Mr .  G. M. Sadiq, Development 
Minister) Dogra Sahib (Pt. Girdhari La1 Dogra, 
Finance Minister) and Begh Sahib (Mian Afzal 
Beg, Revenue Minister.)" Similar has been t he  
wording used by many other National Conference 
workers and leaders in their recent speeches. 

Above all, and tha t  is most important,  they  have 
won over Sheikh Mohamed Abdullah, to their  point 
of view. He has begun talking in this  s train for 
some time past. His two exclusive interviews 
given to Mr. Michael Davidson of t he  London 
& L  Observer" and to Mr. Ward Pr ice  of t h e  "Daily 
Mail" have dispelled all doubts about the  way his  
inclination lies. In this  interview w i t h  Mr. Michael 

6 & 
Davidson he  is reported* t b  have said, Accession 
t o  either side cannot bring peace. W e  want  to 
live in friendship wi th  both t h e  Dominions. Perhaps 
a middle pa th  between them wi th  economic 
cooperation with  each will be t he  only way of doing 
it. However- an independent Kashmir must b e  
guranteed not  only bp India and Pakistan but 
also by Britain, U. S. S. R. and other members of 
the U. N." 

When asked about the Pakistan-held areas of 
Poonch etc, h e  said tha t  h e  believed Poonchis 
would welcome inclusion in a n  independent Kashmir. 
But if after its establishment they chose to  secede 
and join Pakistan, h e  would raise no objection. 

The interview of Sheikh Abdullah confirmed by 
a similar suggestion from "Blitz" of Boml~ay,  which 



has gained the  reputation of being Sheikh Abdullah's 
own, was natural1 y-considered by the Indian public 
opinion as a volteface on the part of Sheikh 
Abdullah, tantamount to a gross betreyai of t h e  
Indian people and Government by him. Therefore 
he  issued a statement from Delhi on the  17th o f .  
Map, 1949 as a matter of strategic retreat. But  
cleverly enough h e  avoided the  word accession in  
i t  and used the  word 'alliance' for the relation that 
he would like Kashmir to have with India. This 
so called contradiction in x h i c h  he deftly avoided 
any reference to the interview in question could 
not allzy the  doubts of the  public created b y  his 
previous speeches and interviews. 

Along with this propaganda a srstematic effort 
has been going on in the s ta te  to  wee i  out or  
suppress under various pretexts those elements 
which want accession to India a t  m y  ccsr. The 
arrest  and continued detention of the popular Dogra 

leaders of Jammu who cannot be considered pro- 
Pakistani by any stretch of imagination is a part 
of this policy. 

The. justification given by Sheikh hbduilah and 
the  "Blitz" is tha t  independent hashmir is a n  
alternative to any plan of division of Lashmir. 
T h e  unity of 40 lokhs people of the State, according. 
to Sheikh Ahdulla,h, cennot be iIlowei to b e  
broken. But is there any basic u n i : ~  in the  hotch, 
patch population of t he  Srste ? By admitring the 
right of the  Poonch t o  secede and join Psi is tan,  



sheikh Ahdullah himself has given a. lie direct t o  

his own assertion about  unity of t he  s ta te  m d  its 

people. Fur the r  h e  himself can speak for Kashmir 
V ~ l l e y  alone. Outside t he  v a l l e ~  he was no body 
till he got the reins of administration of the  whole 
state. He has, therefore no r ight  to dictate or 
decide the fu ture  of other  parts of the  s ta te  on the  
lines of the  Communist, or  for tha t  matter,  any 
other plan. 

The Government of India seem to have been 
awakened to t he  Communist menace in Kashmir 
by the two interviews of Sheikh Abdullah and by the 
conspiracy of t h e  Communist dominated militia to 
blow up the  bridges connecting India and Jammu 
with Kashmir-towards t he  end of May, 1949. The 
decision of the  Government  of India to disarm the 
militia, to invite four representatives of t h e  State 
to sit in the  Indian Constituent Assembly to give 
a look of finality to  t h e  accession of the  State to 
India, coupled wi th  t h e  call of the  Indian Prime 
Minister to the Indian troops a t  Srinagar to 
"tighten their  belts", and his declaration about 
India's resolve not  t o  be brow-beaten by Pakistan 
or any other extraneous forces in t he  matter of 
Kashmir's relationship w i th  India have checkmated 
the Communist plan about Kashmir t o  some extent  
But they are still  a force to reckon with in 
Kaahmir. 

Sofar as the unity of t h e  state is concerned i t  has 
already been destroyed by t he  Pakistani conquest 



of a iarge portion of the state. The Indian Govt. 
as we shall see presently, accepted the division of 
Kashinir State as a fait accompli when they 
ordered cease fire without first recapturing the 
parts of the state that have been lost to Pakistan. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

KASHMIR DIVIDED. 

The Kashmir problem entered a new and decisive 
phase with the 'cease fire* order given by the  Indian 
Government on its own initiative on t he  31st of Dec- 
ember, 1948. Pakistan Government had been cons- 

1 

plted and they too agreed to do so e imul taneous l~ .  
IThus f ighting on all fronts in Kashmir stopped on 
the 1st of January 1949. 

The Cease Fire  came as a pleasant surprise to 
the World, especially to the  U. N. circles. W h a t  U .S .  
commission on Kashmir had failed to achieve inspite 
of its best efforts was made a reality by an "act of 
faith" of P t .  Jawahar  La1 Nehru. I n  India i t  was 
received with  a mixed feeling of relief and dismay 

because it came a11 of a sudden dt ;r, time when the  
Indian army had well nigh put  the enemy to flight 
onall fronts and was fast recapturing the  areas 
occupied by the  enemy. The Palristani and t he  so- 
called Azad Kashmir circles, however, ie l t  relieved 
at this move of the  Indian Govt. Their  fast  waning 
prestige with the  people of the  occupied a re l s  was 



restored and they got much needed breathing space 
to put their  house in order. 

The reasons for this sudden move on the  part  of 
the  Indian governmext i r e  best known to them. 
But apparently i t  was :he desire of our conscient- 
ious and idealistic P r : - ~ e  Minister to call a confer- 
ance of t he  Eastern S h o n s  st Delhi to discuss the*  
situation arising ou: of the  Dutch aggression 
against the 1ndones:~n Republic which actuated 
him to take this step. How could he talk of peace 
elsewhere, when his - A -  country was a party to 
the  hostilities in KasLair  '? That this war in Kash- 
mir was not of India's own seeking, but had been 
forced on her  by a ;erfidious neighbour did not -- 
seem to bother him. A 3s not the applause t ha t  h e  
won for this act  o i  seii-~bnegation on behalf of his  
country a compensar:m enough for the  harm it 
might . have done 7-3 t he  interests of India in 
Kashmir ? 

Whatever map be s3id about the advisability of 
the  Cease F i re  a t  the time i t  came, there is no. 
denying the fact that it has in a way, simplified 
t he  problem of hashmlr. The Cease F i re  line has 
divided the  Jammu an i  Kashmir State roughly into 
two equal parts from t i e  view point of area. Begin- 
ing  from the  barren ;lateau linking Ladakh with 
Baltistan to the  S o r t h  :i the Yoji pass, this line crosses 
the  Srinagar-Leh road i tyond Kargil and then runs 
along the great Himai i ran range dividing Kashmir 



from Baltistan; then turning South a l i t t le  it passel 
near the mouth  of the  Burzi pass on the  Koshmir 
side, fc'rom there i t  runs along the  Western 
mountains,  dividing Kashmir from Chilas and Karen 
up to Uri fram where it goes South-West parallel 
to the river Jehlam and touches t he  Southern 
b o u n d ~ r y  of the state near Bhimber. A major portion 
of Baltistan excepting the  towns of.Kargi1 and Dras, 
the whole of Gilgit and a major portion of the  
Punjabi speaking area of Muzilffarabad Poonch and 
Mirpur thus now lie on the Pakis tan side of the  

' Cease Fire line. The  strategic Burzi pass, the  only 
', direct link between Kashmir and Gilgi t  as also a 

b few Kashmiri villagss in the  Gurais area, also fall 
on the Pakistan side. 

Thus out of the six distinct linguistic and 
cultural parts or Zones of t he  State,  three  a re  

:dready in the hands of Pakistan. All of them are  
[predominantly Muslim. The  Hindus and Sikhs  in 
' these parts who never exceeded one lac in  number 
'have  either been all killed or driven out. Pakis tani  

Propaganda has made almost every Muslim inhabitant  
of these areas a Pakistani.  

The remaining three, Viz, Dugar  ammu mu) 
~Ladakh and Kashmir except a few villages in t h e  
h a i s  area and a corner of Baltistan beyond the 
h i l a  lie on the  Indian side of t h e  Cease F i r e  line. 
Of these Kashmir alone has a Muslim majority. 
he remaining two are Hindu and Buddhist majority 
prts of the state. 



Thus by proposing t he  Cease F i re  and allowing 
the Pakistani  forces to  remain in t h e  occupation 
of the  Pakistan held area of the State, the  Indian 
Government has virtually accepted the  division of 
the  State. T h e  Cease F i re  agreement does not  
mention t he  r igh t  of the  state Government t o  
administer t h e  areas now held by Pakistan or t h e  
so called Azad Kashmir Government. Those areas 
have been left  to he administered by the "Local 
Authorities" w-hich practically means the  Azad 
Kushmir or  any other authority sponsored and 
supported by the Pakistan Government. 

The  question of the  armed forces of Pakistan 
and the  so-called Azad Kashmir forces has deen left 
vague and undeciced. No. doubt. Pt .  Jamahar 
La1 Nehru hae made i t  clear to the U. X. cornmisson 

6 by his two aides memoirs', that the  so-called Azad 
Kitshmir force whose strengt ,h is officially stated to 
be 30 battalians m u s t  not  only be disbanded, but also 
disarmed and conditions created for the return of 
Hindu refugees te  their  homes, before plebiscite is 
held, to decide t he  future of the State. 

B ~ l t  these aids memoires were not shown to t he  
Pakistan Government. They have therefore refused 
to accept t h e  conditions laid down in them.* 

The difference of opinion between the two 
Governments about t h e  disposal of the so-called 
Azad Kashmir forces as also about the control of 
the  Gursis area on the  mouth of the  Burzipass o n  



the Kashmir side has  created a stalemate in the 
negotiations for  t ruce  agreement. The question of 
holding plebiscite t o  decide t he  fu tu re  of t h e  State 
does not arise. The t ruce  agreement has not  been sig- 
ned. Admiral Chester  Nimitiz who has been nomi- 
nated as the  plebisci te administrator by theU. N , can 
come in the  picture only after a t ruce agreement 
has been signed. 

The new and final proposals presented by the 
U. N. Commission t o  both the  G.overnments on the 
20th of April 1949, have  met with little response 
from India, because they  do not meet t he  funds- 
mental objections raised by India about the  original 
truce proposals. The temper of t he  Pakistani press 
and the speeches of t h e  Pakistani leaders show 
little evidence of any  desire on their pa r t  
to meet the  Indian point of view and decide the 
question peacefully. The numerous violations of 
the Cease F i re ,  increasing raids on J a m m u  
border and increased military activity show thar 
Pakistan has consolidated the gains already made 
and is busy preparing for  obtaining more. 

Thus the  Jammu and Kashmir s ta te  -stands divi- 
ded. Pakisten has  grabbed a substantial part  of the  
State by force. T h e  rest,  especially the  Kashmir 
valley, she wants to  have  by diplomacy, if possible, 
or even by war.  There is no sense. in these 
circumstances, of any ta lk  about unity of t he  Sta te  

Dr opposition to any  plan of its division. W h a t  is 
more important for  us  today is a realistic 



appreciztion of this situation in Kashmir and proper 
efforts to retain what  st i l l  remains in our hands. A 
s tudy  of the  gains and losses will show that quite a 

valuable part of the State sti l l  lies on our side 
though the gains of  Pakistan too are quite 
considerable. 



CHAPTFR XV. 
PAKISTAN5 SPOILS 

The gains made by Pakis tan  by t h e  fifteen months 
of the perfidiously undeclared war against India in  
Kashmir are not only considerable bu t  also impor- 
tant. Her only claim to  t h e  s ta te  territories, now 
occupied by t h e  Pakistan or t h e  so called Azad 
Kashmir troops, is  force. Legally and cons t i t~~t iona l ly  
the whole s tate  belongs to  India because of the  
regular accession made by t h e  Maharaja, with the 

support and consent of t h e  popular leaders. There- 
fore Pakistan's gains can be better called spoils 
obtained from a s t rong  neighbour who is oblivious 
of her strength because of he r  incapacity to distin- 
guish between friends and foes. 

The area of the  Sta te  terri tories now held bv Pakis- 
tan comes to about 34.000 square miles out of t he  
total are of 84,471 square miles for  t he  whole state.  
It includes about 17,000 sq. miles of Gilgit,  about 1 2  
out of the  14 thousand sq. miles of Baltistan and 
about five thousand square miles of Mirpur-Poonch- 
Muzaffarabad zone. The ta ta l  population of this 
Pakistan-occupied par t  of the s ta te  comes to about 



T h e  population of t he  Pakistani  par t  of Baltietan 
is about  one lac and tha t  of Mirpur-Poonch-Muzaffara- 
bad, excluding t h e  towns of Poonch and Mandhar 
and t h e  Hindu population of about one lac which has 
been exterminated, is about nine lacs. 

Though these population figures are not very 
imposing ye t  they are  important to Pakistan. The 
Poonchis,  Mirpuris and Gilgitis are fine fighting 
material. They  make good soldiers and seamen. In  
fac t  mil i tary service is t he  main occupation of 
these people. There are about a lac demobilised 
or  ex-soldiers in Mirpur and Poonch areas. 
They  in fact  have been doing much of t h e  fighting 
for  Pakis tan in  Kashmir. Thousands of them are 
employed in t h e  Indian navy and mercantile marine 
as naval ratings or stokers. Being comparatively 
backward educationally and politically, they were 
considered to be more amenable to the army 
discipline. This warlike lnanpower is bound to 
prove a n  asset to  Pakistan. 

Apar t  from this manpower, Pakistan has been 
able t o  achieve a major part of his  objectives in the  
State by the occupation cf theoe territories. Pakis- 
tan's main contention about the  State was tha t  i t  
being a Muslim majority State it should accede to 
Pakistan. But the more realistic Pakistani leaders 



realised the difficulty in  obtaining for Pakis tan the  
Hindu or Buddhist majority parts  of t h e  S ts te  whicli 
are directly contiguous to  the  Indian Union. They 
therefore favoured division of t he  State on t h e  same 
basis on which India had been partitioned. Such 
offers in fact were made by Muslim Conference 
leaders t o  the  Dogra leaders of J a m m u  long before 
the troubles started there.  But  the  division of the 
State on the basis of religion was disapproved by the 
Dogra people of J a m ~ n u  for  t ha t  would have meant 
loss of Kashmir t 3  them. The  Kashmiri Iesders 
like Sheikh Abduilah also o p ~ o s e d  partition of the  
State on the basis of religion b e c a u s e  t ha t  mould 
have meant ascendancy of the  Muslim Conference 
and the Punjabi Muslims in Khshrnir valltby. 

Pakistan has  now virtually brought about a 

division of the  State.  Three Muslim majority parts 
or zones of t h e  Sta te  a re  now held by her .  The 
only Muslim majority par t  of the  Sta te  tha t  still 
remains out of t he  Pakis tani  control is Kashmir 
valley. Pakistan is s t r iv ing hard to  get  Kashmir 
a6 well. She has realised tha t  Kashmir can not  go 

the way of Mirpur or Gilgi t  because Indian army is 
there to defend it. So s h e  is t ry ing  to obtain 
gashmir by paths of propaganda and diplomacy. 
But she has not ruled out  t he  path of war which 
hag already given h e r  t h e  other Muslim majority 
parts of the State. She is therefore giving her 
utmost attention to the needs of defenoe and war 
u d  may spring a military surprise in Kashmir any 



day t o  achieve her  final terri torial  objective in 
t h e  S t ~ t e .  

F rom the strategic point of view zhe has obtnined 
all tha t  she  could reasonably hope :? get. The f i rs t  
objective of P n k i s t ~ n  in this regar4 vrils to c u t  off 
t he  St3te (which she feared ~ n i g h r  zccetle to India 
a n y  .lay) from the S.1V.F.P. , ~ n d  :he t r iba l  are2 so 
t h a t  no link np of Pnthan lend ~ i ~ h  India might 
be possible. The  anxiety of P n k l s t ~ n  to prevent 
this  l ink u p  mas great in, view of :he grominq tern- 
and for Pa than i s tm  and the keen :arerest thzt  is 
being ev ince i  by Afghanistan in  . The  Indian 
Government  has no doubt adopte i  qui te  a ~ e c t r a l  
a t t i tude towards t he  P a t h a n i e t ~ n  :zorement .  But  
t h e  s g m p ~ t h i e s  of the  Indian P ~ b l i c  are  for t h e  
Pa thans  w h o  have worked shoulder r 3  shoulder wi th  
t h e  Indians in  their  fight against  :he foreign rule. 
A direct  l ink between India and the  Pathan land, 
therefore,  would have become a headache for  
Pakistan.  Tha t  possibility is now yemoved by t h e  
occupation of t h e  Kishan Ganga basin by the  
Pakis tan  forces. 

The n e x t  objective of Pakis tan  in'IZashmir from 
t h e  s t rategic  point of view was rhe control over 
Gilgit.  W i t h  Gilgit in  unfriendly h m d s ,  Pakistan's 
Western  defences become qui te  mlnerable .  The 
bombers and fighters from t h e  a i r  bases in Gilgit 
can effectively strafe the  mil i tary targets  on the 
Weste rn  front iers  of Pakistan. Further, the creators 



and benefectors of Pakistan, l ike ~ r i t a i n  and U. S. A,,  
needed Gilgit as a necessary link i n  t h e  chain  of 

defence bases against the  U. S. S. R. Thus  both 
the strategic objectives of Pakistan as also of the  
Anglo-U. S. A. block have been achieved. 

From the economic point of view these  terri- 
tories are vital  to Pakistan. The  headworks of the  

Upper Jehlam canal which  irr igates a large part 
of the West  Punj3b lie near,  Mirpur a t  Mangla. 
It flows for about 2,0 miles within t h e  Sta te  terr i tory 
before entering the  West  Punjab. T h e  economic 
life of a good portion of the  Wes t  Punjab could be 
strangulated by the  destruction of these headworks. 
Even a breach in the r igh t  bank of the  canal which 
flows parallel to  the  river Jeh lam could render the 
canal useless to Pakistan. Now the  headworks and 
the area through which the  canal flows have  come 
under the control of Pakistan.  Therefore t h e  real 
or imaginary fear of Pakistan about economic 
strangulation by India is removed. 

Fur ther  these spoils have brought Pakis tan in 
possession of a rich source of timber and t h e  means 
of bringing it to the plains. All the  r ich ' t imber 
wealth of the  forests of Kashmir and Karen areas 
s carried to t he  plains by the  river Jehlam. The 

control of some of these forests as also of r iver  
'Jehlam a t  the  stage a t  which i t  enters t he  plains 
baa made Pakistan self-sufficient in timber. Thii 

'gain is important becauie Pakis tan has only a few 



timber forests on the  Murree hills which form the 
only part  of the  main Himalayan range falling in 
Western Pakistan. The Suleman range in Pakistan 
is barren and yields little forest produce. Further ,  
the Control of these forest areas has assured 
Pakistan of a regulars upply of rosin for her Rosin 
factory a t  Ja l lo  near Lahore, and of other kinds of 
forests produce. Pakistan, in  fact, has obtained 
almost a monoply of "Ruth", a fragrant medicinal 
herb, which is produced in the  forests of Karen 
and Chilas. 

I 

As far  as minerals are concerned, little is known 
so far about this area. But a geological survey is 
bound t o  reveal rich mineral potentialities of these 
thi r ty  four thousands square miles of mountainoue 
territory. The surveys so far  made have revealed 
the existence of mineral oils in the  Poonch area. 
Lime stone, suitable for cement and different types 
of valuable clays, is also known to exist in these 
parts in abundance. 

Sources of Hydro power in these areas are 
immense. The waters of the  rivers Jehlum, 
Krishnaganga, and Poonch can be profitably har- 
nessed to produce electric-power, so badly needed in 
Western Pakistan. 

The Kashmir affair has thus proved to be a very 
profitable game for Pakistan. She  has obtained 
sure and valuable gains a t  a little cost. The lossee 
of tribal hordes which she  threw in the Kashmir 

. . 
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battle could no t  effect  he r .  R a t h e r  t h a t  meant 
some relief to Pak i s t an  for  i t  gave  an ou t le t  to the 
energies c.f t h e  tu rbu len t  t r ibesmen.  H e r  own 
military expenditure i n  Kashmir  has  n o t  been more 
than a fraction of t h a t  incurred by India. 

Her gains a r e  s u r e  because t h e  populat ion of the 
occupied terr i tor ies  h a s  now been converted,  com- 
pletely to  t h e  Pak i s t an i  point  of vie*. The  
systematic Pakis tani  propoganda 2nd the i r  M u l l ~ h ' s  
appeals in  t h e  name of religion h a v e  influenced 
their minds as much,  if n o t  more,  as  those of the  
Muslims of t h e  W e s t  Punjab .  T h e i r  linguistic 
cultural and social t ies w i t h  t h e  inhabi tants  of the  
adjoining districts of W e s t e r n  Pak i s t an  mus t  also 
have their  effect on  the i r  minds. T h e y  are there- 
fore, sure to  vote  for  Pak is tan  i n  t h e  case of a 

plebiscite, and to  f igh t  for  her i n  t h e  case of War. 
Further t h e  reconquest  of s t ra teg ic  areas  is very 
difficult, if not  impossible, because t h e  Burzi pass, 
which is t h e  only approach to  G i lg i t  f rom the 
Indian side. is s t i l l  i n  t h e  control  of Pak is tan  and 
the supplg-lines of Pak i s t an  a r m y  in Gi lg i t  a r e  much 
shorter and easier than those  of t h e  Ind ian  army 
in Kashmir. 

The assertion of She ikh  Mohd. Abdullnh in his 
recent interview to  Michael Dilvidson of London 
"Observer" t h a t  t h e  Poonchis  would  l ike  their  
inclusion in  a n  Independent  Kashmi r  is misleading. 
The Poonchis and Mirpur is  have n o t h i n g  i n  common 



wi th  Kashmiris.  They have been resent ing  the 
Rashmir i  domination in the administration of the 
State.  K.tshmiri Muslims being larger in  number 
t h a n  Mirpur is  and Poonchis combined are not likely 
to  be t rusted by them. They certainly prefer direct  
merger i n to  P a k i s t ~ n  to inclusion in an independent 
k a s h m i r  wh ich  is bound to be dominated ei ther  by 
Communists o r  by  Sheikh Abdullah and his associab 
es, or  by both.  



CHAPTER XVI. 

SURELY OURS. 
I 

Though a considerable and strategically import- 
ant part of t h e  Sta te  has  been lost  for t h e  time 
being, India s t i l l  retains t h e  cream of t h e  State 
territories. The  Dogri  speaking Eastern part  of 
the Jammu Province  s t r e t ch ing  from Pathankot  to 
Banihal, the whole of Ladakh as also the  Kargil 
area of Baltistan and the  Kashmir  Valley excepting 
a few villages in  t h e  Gurais  area a re  still  held by 
India. They lie on t h e  Indian side of the  Cease- 
Fire line. There  is no  reason why any of these 
areas should be now lost  t o  India if the Indian 
government take a firm stand. But  i n  view of the  
past unrealistic policies of t h e  Indian Government 
and the compromising at t i tude of Indian leaders 
nothing can be said wi th  certainity about the  
Kashmir Valley wi th  which w e  shall  deal separately. 
But there can be no question of the  Dogra and 
Ladakhi part  of t h e  Sta te  being lost to India. 
They are surely ours unless our  leaders in their 
yearning for goodwill of Pakis tan  decide to throw 
them forcibly on h e r  mercy. 



T h e  Dl-gar and Ladakh parts or zones of the  
S ta te  have an area of about 42,000 sq. miles includ- 
ing about 9,000 sq. miles of the four Eastern districts 
of the  Jammu Province compromising the  Dugar 
land and 33,000 square miles of Lddakh. Both these 
parts-are  directly contiguous to the  East  Punjab 
and Himachal Pradesh in India as also to each 
other.  

The  total population of this part is about 11 lakha 
of which about 40 thousands live in  Ladakh and the  
res t  i n  Dugar. The Ladakhis are  95 per cent. 
Buddhists. Out of the Dogras, about 8 lacs are  
Hindus 2nd the rest are Muslims. But most of t he  
Muslim Dogras migrated to Pakistan after the  
failure of t h e  Pakistani plan about Jammu and a re  
no t  expected to return because they have found a 
place in  t h e  economy of Pakistan. Fu r the r  they 
do not  th ink tha t  Jammu area can be obtained by 
P a k i s t m  in any case. 

T h e  Rajputs and Brahmins among the  Hindu 
Dogras make fine soldiers. They conquered Kashmir 
and other  far-flung parts of t he  State for their  
Dogra Chief Gulab Singh. They occupy an  honour- 
able place in the State and the Indian armed forces. 
They know that  their existence depends on their 
land remaining a part of India. Therefore they are  
determined not t o  allow their land to fall in  the 
hands of Pakistan. The same is the  case wi th  t he  
docile Ladakhis who have had a bitter taste of t h e  
Pakistani  methods recently. 



This area of 42 thousand square miles, apart  
from its valuable and war-like man-power, is strateg- 
icallr very important t o  t h e  defence of India  and 
has vast economic potentealities. The  Dogra area 
forms the only direct  link between 1nrli.r ancl the 
rest of the Sts te  and therefore is intlispensable to 
India if Kashmir valley is to  be retained. I t  covers 
the North-Western f ron t ie r  of Eas t  P u n j - ~ b  and 
intervenes between i t  and t h e  Wes te rn  par ts  of 
the TITest Pakist  ~ n .  Beinq all h i l ly  arld mountain- 
ous i t  can form a natural  barrier between India and 

Pakistan in this direction. Its warlike people 
living in the  hills and dales of this typically Him- 
a1yr.n countr r  can become effect ive guardians of our 
N o r t h e r n  frontier.  F u r t h e r ,  i t s  hilly terrain resem- 
bling that  of the  Tribal a rea  can serve as a f ine  
training ground for t h e  Indian  army. It is sepzrated 
from Krrshmir in  the  Nor th  by t h e  natural  barrier 
of Pir-Panchal range and  from t h e  Punjabi  speaking 
Western districts of t h e s t a t e  now held by Pakistan,  
by the low lying hills extending from Bhimber t o  

Rajmri and the  Pi r -Panchal  range beyond i t  as 

also hg a perennial s t ream known as Tawi which 
passes into Pakistan near  Bhimber.  

Strategic importznce of The Ladakh is no less. I n  
fact i t  has increased manifold since the  loss of 
Gilgir. It covers the  Nor th  of t h e  Himachsl Pradesh 
and links India wi th  t h e  cent ra l  a s i a n  States  of 
Yarliand, Tashkand and Kashghar .  I t s  capital 
town, Leh, is t he  nerve-centre Asian trade routes. 



It is  l inked up wi th  Srinsger by the  L e h  Trea ty  Road 
w h i c h  passes through t h e  Yoji pass. Bu t  i t  can also 
be l inked u p  wi th  J a m m u  directly via Kish twar  as 
also w i t h  Kulu in t h e  East P u n j ~ b .  I n  fac t  i t  was 
conquered by t h e  Dogr~is  th rough Kishtwar  much 
before them they  ohtlined possession of Kashmir .  
Th i s  vast  bu t  barren s t re tch of lc~nd w i t h  t h e  town 
of L e h  in  its cent re  can well be regarded as an 
Indian  balcony opening out  into cent ra l  Asia. 

Economic potentialities of these parts  of t h e  St& 
a r e  immense.  If properly developed,, t h e  Dugsr 
Area  a long  with the  Himarhal  Pradesh which 
adjoins i t ,  can become the  Switzerland of: India. The 
economic resources of this  extensive te r r i to ry  in- 
clude fores t  produce, Hydro-Electric Power,  
Minerals,  s i lk.  wool and frui ts .  

FORESTS PRODUCE :-Forests a re  perhaps the  
most valuable assets of the. Dogra area a t  present.  
T h e  Himalayan ranges running parrallel to  one 
another  and divided by t h e  r iver  Cheuab and i ts  
various tributnries,  a re  covered with magnificent 
F i r  and Deodar forests which yield an  income of 
abour. one c rore  a year to  t h e  State. The  timber 
from these  forests  is carrier1 down to the  plains by 
t h e  Chenab. Wazirabad, used to be main depot for 
th i s  t imber coming down the  Cheneb. But  since 
Wazirabad has  fallen to  Pakistan, Akhnur  near 
J a m m u  has  taken i ts  place. F rom there  i t  is s en t  
down t h e  Ranbir  Canal to  Jammu. 



Besides timber o ther  fores t  produce such 
medicinal herbs, which supply t h e  raw material  for 
the Drug Research Laboratzry a t  Jarnmu, a n d  Rosin, 
which is refined for industrial purposes in t h e  Rosin 
factory a t  Miran Sahib near  J a m r ~ l u ,  is yielded in 
abundance by these forests. The  Rosin fac tory  at  
Miran Sahib can make up for t h e  loss of t h e  Rosin 
factory a t  Ja l lo  which has fallen to Pakistan.  The 
grass and wood pulp from inferior types of trees 
can be used for the manufacture of paper. In fact  
the State government had planned to  open a paper 
factory near Jammu. T h e  wood pulp is  also utilised 
for manufacturing Indianite, a l ight  building mate- 
rial for whiah a factory has  been se t  u p  near 
Jammu. 

HYDRO ELECI'RIC POWER :-The scope for  harness- 
ing the vast  hydro  electric power for  generating 
electricity which can be utilised for both industrial 
and irrigatiozal purposes is very great  in  this  area. 
The rivers Chenab., Tawi aud Ujha wi th  the i r  num- 
erous tributaries make many natural  falls as  they 
flow through this par t  of t h e  state. At one point 
near Riasi, enough electricity can be  produced to 
meet the needs not only of the  State  but  also of the  
whole Punjab a t  a comparatively lower cost. The 
Government of the  United Punjab, in fac t  had been 
negotiating with the  State  authorit ies for undertak-  
ing a Hydro-electric project a t  t ha t  spot. T h e  waters 
of the Chenab and the  Ujha can also be conveniently 
and economically used for irrigation of Kandi par t  of 



this area. Already the  Ranbir Canal taken 'out from 
the  Chenab and the Ujha Canal taken out of the Ujha 
irrigate a part of this area. But the  waters drawn by 
them, so far, was limited by t h e  agreements made 
between the S t ~ t e  and the Government of t h e  United 
Punjab in the past. S o w  these agreements have 
become null and void. Therefore enough water can 
be thrown in to these canals to irrigate the  entire 
gand i  Ilaqa and make i t  a surplus area as regards 
food stuffs. 

MINERALS-:-From the point of view of minerals 
the  Dogra part of the J a m m u  Province has four 
distinct highly mineralised Zones as under:- 

1. Riasi Zone:-In this zone rich bauxite deposites 
coal deposits, kavlin, zinc, lead, copper, nickel, 
steatite, iron ore, magnesuim, clays, lime-stone for 
cement and lime, brecias quartzite for glass, pyritee, 

arsenic, polymetallic sulphates, calcite and codmium 
are found. Out of these, bauxite is availablein very 
pure form. Forming a surface layer averaging 
4 feet in  thickness passing downwards into bauxite 
clay and kavlin or china clay, i t  exists in workable 
quantities. The quantity of the  first  grade ore con- 
taining 70 to SO percent of the  metal is 1,810.000 tons 
and that of the second grade are  containing under 
70 per cent alumuna is 10,000,000 tons, easily available 
a t  the  surface. The quantities of Bauxite clay avail- 
able are very very great. 

' Coal of excellent quality forming a number of 



seams 2 feet to 20 fee t  in  thickness occur over a 
vast stretch of country  from Jungle-Gali  t o  Kala 
Koti. Samples f rom various d e p ~ s i t e s  have yielded 
60 to 80 per cent  of fine carbon. T h e  quant i ty  
av&il.ible is over 100,000,OC~O tons. 

The rest  of t he  mineral  deposits of t h i s  zone 
need fur ther  d e t ~ i l e d  investigation to prove their 
extension, quality and quanti ty.  

11. Padar Kishtwar and Bhadarwah Zone :-This zone 

is also rich in minerals c a d  contains sapphire 
deposits, ruby, beryl.  mic-. graphi te  of vzrious 
colours, nicl.de, copper ore,  pyrites etc.  Only 
Sapphire mines a t  Padar  h a r e  been worked so far .  

111. Ramsu, Khaleni, Doda and Basantgarh Zone:- 
This is another area abundant in mine rds  in the  Jam- 
mu ilaqa containing nickel ore,  copper, mica, galena, 
gypsum,  graphite, iron ore, silver ore and polgmeta- 
llic sulphides which may contain gold. Rocks 
cont~ining Plat inum a re  also found in this area. 

IV. Lower hills and Kandi i1aqa:-In this area poss-, 
ibilities of petroleum have  been found. Briers are  
also found over vast  country  and can be exploited 
for the supply of salt,  iodine and bromine. 

LADAKH :-This region has gold alluvial as  well  as in  
sulphides besides salt,  sulpher ,  soda, chromite, quartz, 
china clay, copper ore and polymetallio sulphides. 
This area has  not been ful ly investigated as  yet. 
But i t  is supposed to be ve ry  highely mineralised and 



holdes out  g r e l t  pessibilities. Platinum and other 
precious metals may also be located in this area. 

Thus the  minor31 resources of J smmu an? Lsdakh 
are aich an? considerable. But they h ~ ~ e  not been 
exploited on l u g e  scale so far. Absence of proper 
means of c o m m u ~ i c ~ t i o n  and lack of c a p i t ~ l  hzd been 
the  main hurdles in t he  wag of their economic 
exploit ~ t i o n .  The meins of communication have 
improveti sin-e'the accessmr: nf t h e  S t ~ t e  to In i ia  
and a re  boun l to impn,j-.c. :::.!I Iur ther  in the neAr 
future. C ~ p i t r l  too wou!d be com:n<forth,  once t h e  

question of the ;recession or inerger of these areas 
with India is permn. tn t lp  set t led.  The f i r m  . ~ f  
T a t ~ s  had been negotiating wi th  the j t l t z  G o v a r n a -  
en t  before t h e  troubles stzrte-l fo r  a l ong  term l e x e  
and concessious of some of these mineralised areis. 

SILK AND WOOL:-Silk industrv is one of the 
promising indastries of Jemmu. The  silk fact3ry 
at  Jarnmu is doing good work. The  Banihsl, Batote 
and Bhadarmah areas are  very much suited t o  

sericul ture. The hills provide excellent breeding 
ground for sheep as well. A sheep-breeding centre 
has alroady been opened a t  Banihal by the State 
Government with the object of rearing Australian 
breeds cf sheep so tha t  finer varieties of wool 
might be obtained. In view of t h e  rich prospects 

of Wool Industry in Jammu, the  Karan Singh 
Woolen Mills Co. Ltd. of Srinagar had decided to  
open a big Woolen Factory a t  Jammu. The con- 



struction work ;had began before the troubles in 
the State started.  With t h e  restoration of normal 
conditions th i s  a rea  can sure ly  be expected t o  

become a big wool-producing and manufacturing 
aentre in t he  country.  

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE:-The main agricultural 
produce of t h e  J a m m u  area is rice, wheat  and 
jawar. The  only corn  t h a t  grows in Ladakhis  a kind 
of black' barley known as  "Girm". Saffron is also 
produced in Kistwar. Th is  is t ke  only place o ther  
than Kashmir proper. where  saffron of fine quality 
grows, 

Soms parts of t h e  J a m m u  region such as Bhadar- 
wah and Batota a r e  situated a t  a he ight  of about 
5000 feet above the sea level and therefor have a 

temperate climate similar t o  t h a t  of Kashmir. All 
varieties of Kashmiri  f ru i t s  grow here  in abun- 
dance and are  known to be even superior t o  Kasmir 
fruits. These placed along with Kud and Sanasar can 
be developed into f ine hill-stations rivaling Gulmarg 
and Pehalgam in  t h e  mat te r  of climate and beauty 
of landscape. 

The people of these areas have close, cultural  and 
social offainities wi th  t h e  people of the  adjojning Ind- 
ian Provinces of Eas t  Punjsb and Himachal Pradesh. 
Jamau,  t he  chief town of th is  area is known to  be a 

city of temples and a sea t  of Sanskrit  learning. 
Vaishno Devi near  Riasi is a famous place of Hindu 
pilgrimage and is visited by lacs of pople from all 
over the North-Western par t s  of India every year. ' 



Thus the  Jammu or Dogar and Ladakh areas of 
the  State, which must come to India under any 

circumstances unless they are deliberately thrown 
away, a re  of great strategic and economic signi- 
ficance. These parts of the  State have remained 
co~nparatively unknown and neglected so far because 
of the  all-absorbing prominence of the Kashmir 
valley. The rulers of the  State too, though they 

n happened t d  bc - Ogr -S ,  ljvished all thc ' r  st tention 
and resources on Eashmir. No wonder, therefore 
t h a t  t h e  Indian public thinks Jammu and Kashmir 
State to  be nothing but Kashmir valley. 

But  this misconception must 5e removed. Kash- 
mir valley, no doubt is the most celebrated part  of 
t h e  State. But i t  is only about 1/14 of the whole 
State. The  re~naining parts of the  State especi- 
ally J a m m u  and Ladakh are as good, if not better, 
parts of India as Kashmir is, and are more surely 
ours. Therefore they should not be lost sight t)f in 
any analysis of the Kashmir problem. 

Sheikh Abdullah's plea for independent Kashmir 
can not  affect these parts of the  State. They have 
made it clear to the Indian Government through 
their  representative organisations, the Jammu Prsja 
Parishad and the Ladakh Budhist Association, that  
they want  the whole of the  State to accede to India. 
But if any part  or parts of the state wanted to re- 
main independent or follow some other course, their 
decision should not be binding on them. Sheikh 



Abdullah is a Kashmiri atid his gational Conferencd 
is a Kashmiri organisation. Its decision therefore, 
can not affect the  position of J a m m u  or Ladakh. The 
people of Jammu and Ladkh are known to prefer 
merger with Himachal Pradesh rather than remain 
tied with Kashmir in case the Kashmiris chose to 
remain out of India. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

FUTURE OF THE KASHMIR VALLEY. 

Kashmir proper, the biggest river valley in  the  
world situated a t  a height of more than five thousand 
feet above the sea level and home-land of 15 lakh 
Kashmiris is the most celebrated part  of the Jammu 
and Kashmir St3te. It is the pivot around which 
the  Kashmir problem has been revolving. Now 
that  other Muslim majority parts of the State have 
already been o c c ~ p i e d  by Pakistan forces, i t  has 
become the  only bone of contention between India and 
Pakistan as regards the Jammu and Kashmir State. 

Though strategically not very important either 
to Pakistan or to India, as it lies just in t he  centre 
of t he  State cu t  off from Pakistan and India by 
big stretches of Punjabi speeking and Dogri speak- 
ing parts of the State respectively, ye t  it is t h e  
most coveted part  of the State. It is a rich country 
of about fiire thousand square a i l e s  where nature 
is bountiful, land is fertile, water is abundant, 
climate is bracing and scenic beauty is magnificent. 
Surrounded by many Himalayan ranges on all 
sides and traversed by the  Jehlam and it8 beauti- 



ful  tributaries l ike the  Sindh and t h e  Lidar, t h b  

ancient home of sage Kashyap has been lavishly 
praised by poets and lovers of beauty of 
past and present. It has been described a8 

Nandan van, t he  pardise on ear th  and a vale of 
of happiness for  i ts  grassy meadows, gushing spr- 
ings and streams, juicy fruites, f ragrant  flowers, 
shady "Chinars" and magnificent lakes and land. 
scapes. A cradle of the  Aryan race whose culture 
and civilisation reached heights  here,  i ts  every 
beautiful spot  and spring has been hollowed by 
memories of Aryan sages and shrines of Aryan gods. 
Kashmiri language is a daughter of Sanskrit  and the 
Sarda scr ipt  in which i t  is writ ten,  is a sister of 
the  Devnagri script .  

Its ecnomic resources 2nd potentialities are also 

considerable. Its lovely stretches of paddy and 
maize fields, worlds famous Saffron producing land 
and rich orchards have ma2e i t  known as one of the 
richest  agricultural tracts in the world. Forests 
covering t h e  Himalayan ranges surrounding it 
yeild valuable t imber and other  varieties of forest 
produce. Its soil contains r i ch  deposits of copper, 
lignite, graphite, gypsum and marble. Its shawls, 
si lks and wools as also artistic handiworks 
of its skilled artisans are f ~ m o u s  all over the  world. 
T h e  tourist traffic pours crores of Rupees into it 
every year from all parts of India and the worlde 
It is thus  a rich country which has  a great scope 
to  grow richer  and more prosperous. 



At present  the  whole of Kashmir Valley except 
a few villages in the  Gurais  area, lies o n  the 
Indian side of the cease-fire line. But Pakis tanis  
claim i t  f o r  Pakistan. They  -wanted to have  it 
by force. Bu t  having failed in  that ,  t h e y  are 
t ry ing hard to have i t  by diplomacy or  by any 

other means, fair  or foul. T h e  claim of P a k i s t a n  
on Kashmir is based on the  contention t h a t  being 
s Muslim majority part  of t h e  J a m m u  and Kashmir 
State i t  mus t  go to Pakistan.  T h e y  in fact,  wan t  
to have all t h a t  still remains i n  the Indian hands 
in t h e  State. But i t  i s  known tha t  they  would 
not press f o r  t h e  Hindu or Buddhist a a j o r i t y p a r t s  
if t h e  Kashmir  valley is given t o  them, 

T h e  Pakistanis  are no t  actuated, in  making 
this demand, by any sympathy for  its people. I n  
fact  t h e y  know t h a t  economic and other  vi ta l  
interests of Kashmiri masses would be h i t  hard if 
their land is  separated from India. But  s t i l l  t h e y  
want t o  have Kashmir because i t  would cater  t o  
their pride and provide them wi th  a pleasure ground 
and rich loot. The  thousands of modern bungalows 
built by Hindus in  Kashmir are coveted by Pakis- 
tani barons whose appetite for Hindu's wealth and 
properties has  been whetted by their  ill-gotten gains 
in Lahore and elsewhere in  Western Pakistan 
The r ich orchards and pleasure-gardens, t he  beau- 
tiful women and docile but  skilled workmen of 
Kashmir a t t r a c t  t h e  at tention of Pakistani barons. 
It appeals t o  them as a n  ideal pleasure ground and 



valuable spoil They know t h a t  Kashmir  can pro. 
vide every Pakistani nawab wi th  a bungalow well- 
furnished and equipped wi th  modern amenities of 
life. This prospect of loot coupled wi th  the  desire 
to have this celebrated beauty spot  fo r  Pakistan 
has made h e r  rulers keen about Kashmir. They 
persist i n  their  demand because thei r  past  expe r i s  
nce has convinced them t h a t  any  demand can be 
made acceptable to  the  Congress leaders of India 
if i t  is persistently made and is backed by threat8 
of force and bloodshed 

The claim of India on Kashmir is much  stronger 
and logical as i t  is based on solid grounds. In 
the  f i rs t  place, Kashmir valley is geographically and 
culturall-y a par t  of India and has  remained so 
politically too throughout  t he  course of h e r  long 
history, except for shor t  periods when  s h e  became 
part of Afghan empire controlled f rom Kabul. 
Kashmiris know fully well, and his tory  bears i t  
out, t h a t  whenever Kashmir was c u t  adrif t  from 
India she  suffered physically and economically. 
A thing of beauty as Kashmir is, s h e  can be happy 
and prosperous only in  the  lifegiving and sympath- 
etic shelter of he r  Mother India. 

T h e  partition cf India which followed the 
assent given by the  Congress to t h e  claim of Muslim 
majority areas in British India to  secede, could 
have no bearing on the  Indian s tates  which could 

not be a party to tha t  unfortunate settlement 
between the  Congress and the  Muslim League 



leaders of British India. The Jammu and Kashmir 
State or fo r - tha t  matter any other part of India 
could could not automatically ger the  r ight  t o  
secede from India and join Pakistan as a result of 
partition of British India. Therefore the claim of 
Pakistan on Kashmir for i ts  being s Muslim Major- 
i ty area is untenable, unless the Indian people and 

leaders are willing to allow Kashmir to secede from 
India like the West Punjab and Sind. 

This natural  claim of t he  Indian Government t o  
keep Kashmir within India was strengthened by the  
regular accession of the  State to India through i t s  
Maharaja, supported by the popular leaders of t h e  
State. The Jammu and Kashmir State being goo- 

contiguous to both India and Pakistan, 

could with equal justification accede to India o r  
Pakistan according to  t h e  suggestions of t h e  
partition plan of J u n e  3rd,I947. She chose to accede 
to India. 

The claims of India over Kashmir became fully 
established when she decided to defend Kashmir 
from the Pakistani hands. Her  success in saving 
Kashmir from falling in  t he  hands of Pakistan by a 
military victory against the  Pakistani invading 
force has added to the other  claics  of India o n  
Kdshmir, the  one based on the right of conquest 
and actual possession. The p r e c i o ~ s  blood of thou- 

sands of Indian youth who  have died fighting on 
the hills and dales of Rashmir for i:s defence and 
expenditure of crores of money coming from the  



impoverished Indian tax-pay er has made the  reten- 
tion of Kashmir a question of honour and prestige 
for the  Indian army and people. I t s  loss through 
bad tactics and diplomacy, af ter  i t  has been saved 
milibarily, is unthinkable.  

But t h e  uncertainty about Kashmir is created by 
the persistant stand of t he  Indian leaders t ha t  t h e  ulti- 
mate fate of Kashmir shall  be decided by a plebiscite. 
There is nothing wrong in this democratic stand. 
But to  s t ick  to  this  recognised' peaceful method of 
settlement of territorial disputes, after  t he  compli- 
city of Pakistan in  t h e  Kashmir war has  been pro- 
ved beyond doubt and has  been accepted by Pakis- 
tan Government  herself,  smacks of appeasement 
and amounts to  pandering to t ha t  type  of 
intransigence which resulted in partition of India 

and all t h a t  came in i ts  wake. Pakis tan  in  fact  
has  forfeited all claims to  plebiscite by  taking resort 
to arms against  India, and therefore talk of plebeecite 
in Kashmir should end once  for all. 

But since Indian leaders persist i n  this  stand 
about plebiscite, i t  is important to  know wha t  an 
average Keshmiri  h i~nsel f  thinks about the  access- 
ion question. T h e  economic dependence of Kashmir, 
both for its necessitiss of life as also for  t h e  export 
of its f ru i t s  and art ist ic products, on India  is so 
pronounced tha t  averge Kashmiri considers access- 
ion to India  advantageous fo r  him. His  historical 
and cultural  ties also point in the  same direction. 
Though most of them have been converted to  Islam, 



their  life, customs and manners are still  governed 
mainly by the  B h a r t i ~ a  ideals. The tourist- traffic 
on which the economy of the valley depends to a 

good extent, also determines their choice in favour 
of India because 90 per cent of the visitors coming 
to Kaehmir during the  past few years, happened 
to be Indians. Their experience of the Hindu visitors 
who are invariably better paymasters and more 
upright in their dealings and behavior towards them 
in contrast with theabullying attitude of t he  Pakis- 
tanis points them them clearily where their  best 
interests lie. Their recent experience of the Pakis- 
tani raiders, who like the Afghan invaders in  t he  
past, let loose hell on Kashmir in  the name of Isla- 
mic brotherhood, contrasts poignantly with t he  
sympathetic and honourable treatment meted out to  
the Kashmiris by the  Indian soldiers who have 
cleared the valley of the raiders. All these factors 
point out to an average Kashmiri that  his best 
interests demand tha t  his homeland should remain 
a part  of India. Thus his reason and logic of events 
point to the advantages of accesion to' India. 

But  there is one hurdle upon which Pakistan 
counts. It is t he  religion of an overwhelming 
majority of the  Kashmiris. They are Muslims and 
are  as much swayed by sentiments and propoganda 
in the  name of religion as their coreligionists in 
other  parts of India and Pakistan. Pakistanis know 
it and they bank on i t  in the  case of a plebiscite. 
Their  apgeal to them is in the name of Islam. They 



interpret t h e  question of accession before them 
a choice between a temple and mosque, between Gita 
and.  Quran. This kind of propoganda has i t s  effect 
on them as  i t  touches their  hear t  and rouses their  
sentiments. 

This has naturally created a conflict between the 
head and mind of a n  average Kashmiri. Cold 
reason and economic interests point out  to him the 
advisability of accession to India, while  his senti- 
ments point out t o  h im his religious duty  to  vote 
for Pakistan. T h e  ideal of Secalar State  or  the  talk 
of Gandhian ideals is as l i t t le understood by him as 
by his Indian compatriots and can have l i t t le influ- 
ence on his  choice. So this  conflict, in  which his 
heart  -and religious sentiments are bound to  over- 
come the  cold logir: based on the consideration of 
economic gain, if no t  satisfactorily resolved, is 
bound to influence his  choice, in t he  case of a 

plebiscite in favour of Pakistan.  
This conflict i n  the  minds of Kashmiri 

Muslims could have been resolved by one man if 
he  had wanted to do so, though i t  is doubtful whe- 
ther he  can even if h e  wishes, do the  same now. 
This man is Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah. H e  was really 
respected and loved by a majority of Kashmiries 
before h e  became Pr ime  Minister of Kashmir. 
They looked u p  to him for guidance. He claims 
to  speak for the  15 lakh Kashmiris and therefore 
h e  might  have been able to carry them with  him in 
the  matter  of accession. T h a t  is w h y  t h e  Indian 



leaders like Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru gave him all-out 
support during the  'Quit Kashmir' movement and 
expected him, in return,  to go all out in support  
of India. 

But unfortunately Sheikh Abdullah himself per- 
haps suffers from the same conflict. A t  least he 
has done nothing so far to resolve this conflict 
in the minds of t h e  people whom he  claims t o  
represent in favour of India. An analysis of his 
speeches delivered in Kashmir since his release 
from jail in September 1947, bears this out. In 
none of his speeches in Kashmir h e  has  pleaded 
unequivocallp for accesion to India. He  has always 

been laying conditions and provisons to be fulfilled 
before Kashmiris could vote for accesion to India 
If read together they lead to the  conclusion tha t  h e  
himself does not want unqualified accession to India. 

His attitude towards India and Pakistan was 
cleanly laid down in a statement, issued by him as 
head of the  administration of the  Jammu and 
Kashmir State, which was published in the  form of 
a pamphlet entitled "To America" in 1947. In t h e  
course of it he  writes "I sent one of my colleague, 
to Lahore to convince the Muslim League leaders 
of the justice of our demand. We asked them to 
give us time to judge for ourselves the advantages 
and disadvantages of any of the three courses, acces- 
sion to Pak i s tm  or to India or Independence tha t  we 
may wish to adopt. The stand, which I and my 
people took at tha t  time, was that  we must achieve 



our own freedom as a Sta te  before deciding the  issue 
of accession. 

"In a speech which I delivered a t  a public 
meeting in  Srinagar on the  5th of October, I said 
that if t he  people living i n  t he  J a m m u  and Kashmir 
State were by-passed and the  State  declares its 
accession to India, I shall  raise t h e  banner of 
revolt and we will launch a "do or die" struggle.  

11 The  first round of exploratory tallis having 
proved futile, we attempted a '  second time to 
approach the  leaders of Pakistan wi th  t h e  request to  
support our freedom demand. My  representative 
went once again to Lahore, but  while  the talks 
with the leaders of Pakis tan  were proceeding, pre- 
parations for  t h e  invasion of Kashmir were being 
made from behind the  scenes". 

Sheikh Abdullah was reported in t h e  'Hindustan 
Times* of New Delhi to  have said dur ing t h e  course 
of his speech a t  Srinagar on t h e  5th of October 1947, 
that  his choice about accession between India and 
Pakistan would depend upon t h e  welfare of the  
people of Kashmir. "But even if me join Pakistan, 
we will never believe in the  two nation theory". 

I n  his speach before the  Bombay Union of 
Journalists e a r l r  jn 1949, h e  demanded guarantees 
from Indian Government.  H e  said," "If India 
gave Kashmir an honourable place w i t h  a guarantee 
of peace and secur i tp  and protection f o r  the 
interests t h a t  Kashmir stood for, the  Sta te  would 
never be lost to  the  Indian Union". 



Speaking a t  Hazarat  Bal in Srinagar early in  
March, at L reception given to the  Egyptian Prees 
Delegation, he  said, "The foremost question before 

us is not accession to India or Pakistan. F i r s t  we 
have to become completely free." 

The  latest and the most damaging has been his 
interview to Michael Davidson of the London 
"Observer" in which h e  said, tha t  he  would like 
Kashmir to join neither India nor Pakistan, but  
remain as an inJepencient buffer s tate  between the  
two dominions. 

These statements and speeches coming from a 
man, who approached the  Indian Government to 
accept accession on the  eve of Pakistani invasion 
and on whose initiative the  Yational Conference in 
i ts  convention a t  Srinagar in  1948 registered its final 
decision in favour of accession to  India, lookstrange. 
But they are facts and have deepened the conflict in 
the  mind of the Kashmiri masses about the question 
of accession. He  is thus bccoming a hurdle rather 
than a support in  the  way of final accession of Kash- 
mir to  India. 

People ask the  reason -for this dubious attitude 
of Sheikh Abdullah. Is he  insincere? No, he  is not. 
The t ru th  however, is tha t  he  is a realist and a 

popular leader. He is very ambitious and .h is  
dominating passion is power. He knows tha t  his 
value depends upon the  support and confidence of 
the people of Kashmir in  him. Indian .Government 
has to woo him for  tha t  reason alone. He therefore 



does not want to  take a n y  decision which might be 
exploited by his possible opponents i n  Kashmir to  
wean the Kashmiri masses away from his influence. 
He knows the  influence of religious sentiments on 
his Kashmiri followers. H e  therefore, punctuates 
every speech delivered before them wi th  quota- 
tions from Quran and Hadish. In t h e  matter of 
of choice between India  and Pakis tan  h e  does not  
want to tell them explicitly t o  join India. H e  
wants to leave this  delicate choice to  his followers 
and avoid responsiblity. His own past  antecedents 
and Aligarh-spirit a r e  also part1 y responsible for 
this dubious attitude. Probably the re  is a similar 
conflict raging i n  his own mind too. Naturally,  there- 
fore, he cannot resolve t h e  conflict i n  t he  minds of 
his followers in  respect  of this question of 
accession. 

The Indian government  too is responsible for this 
conflict in the  minds of Kashmiri  people and 
Sheikh Abdullah. By treat ing Kashmir  as a foreign 
country and by declaring again and again tha t  the  
future of Kashmir shal l  be decided by a plebescite, it 
has stood in t h e  way of se t t l ing  down of t he  popular 
mind in Kashmir. It has  kep t  alive t h e  thought  in  
the average Kashmiri's mind t h a t  h e  has  st i l l  to  
decide his future. Therefore his mind has remained 
open to the Pakistani  influences t ha t  are  being 
brought to bear upon his mind i n  many subtle 
ways. 

The decision to  invi te  representatives of Kashmir 



t o  sit in  t he  Constituent Assembly of India and t h e  
authoritative declaration of Shr i  N. Gopalaswamy 
Ayyanger on the  floor of the  Assembly tha t  the  
accession of Kashmir to India is "Complete and 

uncondition,l", and the resolute and firm speeches 
of Pt. Nehru a t  Srinagar on the  29th and 30th of 
May, 1949. have removed this uncertainty about 
Kashmir to  some extsnt. The acceptance af Abdu- 
llah's humiliating demand about t h e  removal of the 
Maharaja in spite of the fact  tha t  he  had been 
fully cooperating with the  Government of India 
since t h e  day of accession of his State to India, and 
assurances of full  and unstinted support to what- 
ever h e  does in the State should have dispelled the 
doubts and resolved the conflict, if any, in the  mind 
of Sheikh Abdullah. 

But  still, it is too early yet  to say anything defi- 
ni te  about the future of the  Kashmir valley. The 
Indian Governmezt and leaders still  ha rp  upon 
their  commitments about plebiscite in  Kashmir. 
~t was an unnecessary and unwise commitment 
when it was entered upon. Pakistan by he r  persi- 
s tent  attitude of hostility has made such a commit- 
ment on the part  of India look most ridiculous and 
foolish. But the Indian leaders, in  their idealism o r  
too much regard for their name, still  persist in  
humouring Pakistan by the talk of plebiscite. They 
still pin their fairh in Sheikh Abdullah alone, to 
the  u t ter  neglect of other and more dependable 
forces in  the  State. Their other assurances cannot 



be much relied upon in view of the fate of their 
assurances about partition of India in the past. 

Kashmir valley, however, is still in our posses- 
sion, our armies a re  there. We have already paid a 

heavy price in blood and money to save it. There- 
fore the Indian leaders, however idealistic and 
Utopian they might be, can ill afford to lose it. The 
loss of Kashmir now many mean a death blow to 
their prestige. Tha t  wholesome fear in their 
minds justifies the  hope that they would not yield 
to the threats of Pakistan and shall save the Kashmir 
valley from going t h e  way of Gilgit, Baltistan and 
Mirpur-Poonch. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

T h e  foregoing s tudy of the  Kashmir problem, i t s  

genesis ,  growth and present position, points to t h e  
need of 3, bold and realistic approach to i t .  A policy 
of holpless dependence on t h e  shape  circumstanc.es 
may take  in  Kashmir or elsewhere,  or on one person 
o r  pa r ty  which has been much boosted up  by prapa- 
ganda during the  last two gears, i s  nei ther  i n  keeping 
wi th  t h e  dignity and interests of India, nor  suited 
to t h e  actual  conditions prevailing in  t h e  J a m m u  
and Kashmir State. The  prest ige and self-respect 
of India  and h e r  armed forces a r e  involved in  t h e  
Kashmir  issue. Therefore no personal or  extrane- 
ous considerations should be allowed to s tand in the 
w a y  of a firm handling of t h e  problem. It is a 
t e s t  for  India's s t rength and statesmanship. She  
should not  be found want ing in  ei ther .  T h e  
s t r e n g t h  of India has  been well demonstrated by  h e r  
armed forces. They have done their  par t  of the  job 
well, and might  h a r e  completed it if politicians had 
n o t  intervened. It is now for the  politicians and 
s ta tesmen to not  only preserve wha t  has been 



saved by the  armed forces, but also to  improve 
upon it. 

The  f i rs t  requisite for this is, t ha t  t h e  Indian 
public and s t ~ t e s m e n  should be clear in their  mind 
about w h a t  they wanted in Kashmir,  what  they 
have actually achieved or  lost so far,  and what  are 
the prospects for  t h e  future. This  is essential for 
a realistic approach to  t he  problem, for, i t  is no 
use deluding one's own self or befooling t h e  public 
by talking of th ings  and situations which do not 
exist. 

India, as is well  known, wanted the  whole of 
Jammu and Kashmir  s ta te  to remain a par t  of India. 
The  whole had acceded to  it. But  India has  already 
lost about 2/5 ths .  of i t  to  Pakistan.  Of t h e  four 
Muslim majority zones of the  State  three,  namelv 
Gilgit, Baltistan, and Mirpur-Poonch-Muzaff arabad 
are under t h e  control  of Pakistan.  Pakistan 
armies are  well-entrenched in the areas under their 
occupation. The i r  mili tary bases in  Pakistan are 
close by, thelr  supply  lines are  s h o r t  and secure, 
and the  local populations of these areas have been 
won over by them.  

Thus the declarations and pledges of t he  Indian 
leaders, thz t  not  a n  inch of t h e  S t ~ t e  te r r i tory  would 
be left in the  hands of P ~ k i s t  in, h n a  been belied 
and broken. B y  accepting ce-ise-fire without first 
~ e c a p t u r i n g  a11 the  terri tory lost to P a k i s t ~ n  and 
driving dl1 t he  P ~ k i s t ~ n i  troops and raiders out of 

t he  State, t he  Indian Governnlent have shaken the 
. . 
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confidence and betrayed the  t rust  of the people in 
their leadership. The people have been amazed 
and annoyed s t  the audacity of Pakistan and timid- 
ness of the Indian attitude towards her. The  Indian . - 
leadership seems to be caught in the  cobweb of 
deceitful diplomacy of Pakistan .and enticidg 
methods of the U. N. C. I. P. 

The  political unity of t he  State has thus been 
broken. It has been virtually partitioned. This 
fact should be admitted frankly without beating 
about the  bush. Some Indian leaders abhor the 
word partition, for t he  two-nation theory has 
come to be associated with it. But they them- 
selves accepted i t  by implication when they 
agreed to the partition of India. It cannot he 
destroyed now so .long as Pakistan exists as a 
separate State within the natural boundaries of 
our country. 

Nor is there any justification for dragging in tmhe 
fair name and ideals of Gandhiji or the new-fangled 
slogans like secularism into the Kashmir problem. 
The  G ~ n d h i a n  ideals had been belied and negltivated 
by the  congress leaders in his very presence by 

accepting partition of India. Their slogan of 
secularism is little understood and appreciated by 
the  masses in India or Kashmir. Therefore i t  is 
not proper t o  keep eyes shut  to the  redt ies  br 
to deliberately ignore them in the name of such 
whims of s few persons a t  the top. Gandhiji's 
ideals are  going to be better served by the incorpo- 

. , 
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ration of not  only tho whole of Kashmir State 
but also of P ~ k i s t ~ n  into India and by building up 

a united India, political1 y well-knit, economically 
prosperous .rnd c u l t ~ r a l l y  renascent on  t h e  p a t t e r n .  
-.of Ram Rajya as envisaged by him. 

' -The probleln of Kashmir is the  result  of Pakistsn's 
y-agression against India. It is a question of terri- 

-.torial integri ty  and honour of India. Communalism 
.a.hd secularism which are  India's domestic problems 
1 '  . 
or fads should therefore not  be allowed to stznd in 
the  way of proper handling of this  vital  problem. 

1 : '  
The  gains obtained by  Pakis tan  in  Kashmir so 

far  are i m p o r t ~ n t .  Gilgit, the  most impor t sn t  part  
of the S t ~ t e  from the  stratagic point of view, is 
uncler h e r  complete control.  She is feverishly busy 
i n  converting i t  into a s t rong militzry base so 
t ha t  she  may be able t o  use i t  against  Indie  if and 
when t h e  hostilities are renewed. 

But much still  remains in  Indian hznds. 
Kashmir valley, J a m m u  and Ladakh are potentially 
' r ich  and strategically equally i m p o r t ~ n t  for the 
defence of India. Pakistan %ants  to have t h e m  
too by diplomacy, conspiracy or coercion. She  has 

been employing all these niethods since t h e  cease- 
fire.  The  main concern of India in Kashmir now 
therefore, should be to  see t ha t  what  st i l l  remains 
with her  is not  lost, in  part  o r  whole in any 

circumstsnces. 
This demands tha t  the minds of Indian leaders 

and public should be clear about cer tain things. 



In  t h e  first place i t  should be realised t h a t  
t h e  ta lk  of plebiscite has no meaning or justification 
now. Pakis tan  had .no r igh t  toidemand plebisciite 
i n  a te r r i to ry  which legally and constitu tionally 
belongs to India. India hod made this  offer to prove 
h e r  bonafides and h e r  anxiety to  avoid bloodshed and 
se t t le  t h e  mat te r  peacefully. But Pakis tan spurned 
i t .  S h e  forefeited, whatever r igh t  s h e  had fo r  
demanding i t  long ago by taking resort  t o  arms. 
She  cannot  claim i t  now after having occupied a big  
par t  of t h e  S ta te  by force and deciet. Plebiscite i s  
essentially a peaceful and civilised method of decid- 
ing  terr i torial  disputes. But  those rrho deliberately e 

choose t h e  pa th  of war can have no moral or  legal , . J 

r i g h t  t o  demand a plebiscite after their failure t o ,  
achieve the i r  objective by war. W a r  and peace 
cannot go together .  Pakistan cannot be allowed 
t o  eat t h e  cake and also have it. In  fact  India  has ,  
noth ing  t o  do wi th  Pakis tan in  the  matter  of pleb- 
scite. India  made the  offer  of plebiscite t o  t h e  
people of t h e  J a m m u  and Kashmir State and not  t o '  
Pakis tan  which has  no  locus standi in Kashmir. 
T h e  Indian  Government,  therefore, should refuse  
to en ter  in to  talks or negotiations with t h e  Govern- 
ment  of Pakis tan  about plebiscite in Kashmir. 

Bu t  i f  t h e  Indian leaders are determined to 
oblige Pakis tan  in  this  matter ,  t h e r  mus t  f i r s t  make  
h e r  compensate to  the  people a r d  Government of 
India f o r  al l  t h e  losses and expenditure in men, '  , - 
money and material-incurred by them in  t h e  wax. 



i Kashrnir, which was forced on India by her. 
It should be made clear to  Pakis tan  tha t  plebiscite 
can he held only af ter  Pakistan has vacated t h e  
State territories occupied by her ,  p ~ i d  compensation 
and crented con.;itions for the  re turn  and resettle- 
ment of all t he  refugees from thosu areas now living 
in camps in India and Jarnmu. T h e  suspense and 
oonflict in the  minds of the people of t h e  Stste, 
created by the  ta lk of plebiscite, should thus be 
euded. 

Secondly India must  adopt a realistic attitude 
towards the  internal developments in  the  State. 
TO t ry  to wink over the acts of omission 
and commission of t h e  men whom India has put in 
power in  the Sta te  under t h e  mistaken 'idea 
that  India depends on  them for  retaining Kashmir, 
is dmgerous .  The  people of t h e  State  are 
gett ing restive. Their  oppressive policies and 
equivocal speeches and s tatements ,  coupled with 
the economic distress and growing activities of the 
oommunists and Pakistani  elements in  the  State, 
have shaken the faith of even the s taunchest  pro- 
Indian elements in t he  population of t h e  State, in 
the  present regime, s e t  up  by t h e  Government  of 
India in  t he  S t ~ t e .  A s ta te  of suspense has been 
created in their minds. M ~ n y  hove been seeking 
relief from this suspense e i ther  by saying good- 
bye to the  St3te o r  by tu rn ing  communists. It is 
tllerefore necessary tha t  s teps should be taken to 
remove the internal discontent. 



Tha t  can best be done just now by placing the 
State under the  State's Ministry and appointing 
a military administrator who should run  t h e  
Government with the  cooperation of the  National 
Conference in  Kashrnir and Prajs Parishad in 
Jammu. This will restore confidence in the  
civil population and wil! also prove more 
helpful to t he  military authorities. I n  the  mean 
while, new elections to the State Praja  Sabha 
should be held '  on the basis of adult franchise, 
so tha t  the  true representatives of t he  people 
may be able to  come to the forefront. 

But, in case the  Indian Statesmen fail to  adopt 
a realistic approach to the Kashmir problem and 
persist in t he  policy of drift, with minds torn 
between the  idealistic thoughts about U. N. O., 
plebiscite and desire to disprove the  two-nation 
theory in Kashmir on the one hand and actual 
realities of the situation in the  State on t h e  
other, they must concede the  r ight  of self- 
determination to all the different and distinct 
peoples inhabiting the State. Plebiscite draws its 
sanction from the  democratic principle of r ight  
of self-determination. This r ight belongs to Dogras 
Ladakhis and Kashmiris inhabitingo the State as 
much as to the  Gilgiti's or Poonchis. To allow 
the  Pakistani elements inhabiting the  Pakistan-  
held parts of t he  state to influence the  fate of 
Dogras and Ladakhis or Kashmiris would be most 

and unjust. 



This last suggestion is not  a counsel of dispair. 
It: is the  last realistic al ternative for the  sdlution 
of Kashmir tangle to  be adopted only if the  
Indian statesmen fail to  adopt a firm attitude 
towards Pakistan and leave the  matters  to  drift. 
The need of making this  suggestion arises because 
of the  scepticism, born out of t h e  past experience 
and the  trend of our present policies towards 
Pakistan and Sheikh Abdullah, about the shape 
things may take in Kashmir in fu t r r e .  It is bet ter  
fa be fore-warned than to repent afterwards. 



POST SCRIPT 

T h e  Kashmir Problem on the  whoie has  remained 
as i t  was-both -internally, as well as external ly  
dur ing t h e  four  months which have passed s ince  t h e  
last  Chapter  was writ ten and the  manuscript  s e n t  to  
t h e  press. T h e  conclusions given i n  t h e  las t  
chapter ,  therefore, remain as t rue  today a s  they 
were four  months  ago. 

Bu t  no th ing  can remain absolutely s ta t ic  i n  th is  
changing world, and least of all a problem w h i c h  has 
fallen in to  t h e  vortexof power-politics of t h e  nations 
t h a t  dominate and control the  movements of though t  
and action i n  t h e  modern world. The cease-fire in 
Kashmir  has n o  doubt c r e a h d  a s ta lemate  so 
far  as actual  fighting by  the  soldiers i s  concerned 
though t h e  Pakistani  and Indian armies s t i l l  stand 
face t o  face along the  800 miles of the  cease-fire line. 
But  th is  has  no t  ended t h e  fight f o r  Kashmir. It is 
continued by  Pakistan on  other fronts  with  even 
greater  vigour. The propaganda campaign against  
India has  been intensified by he r  both i n  Pakis tan  as 
also in  foreign countries. Warl ike  preparations a re  
being pushed forward by  her with redoubled vigour. 



She has been making huge  purchases of arms and 
armaments from I taly,  Czechoslovakia and other  
European countries. Training centres f o r  mountain 
warfare have been opened by Pakistan in  the N. W. 
F. P. and Azad Kash~il i r  territories. H e r  plan is to 
smuggle such trained personnel into t h e  India-held 
territory in Kashmir-to whip  up a n  internal 
rebellion a t  t h e  opportune moment. 

At the  same time the  Pakistani  diplomats have  
forced America and Britain to pay more attention to 
P a k i s t ~ n  by  obtaining an invitation from YOSCOW 
for Liaqnt Ali to visit Russia th rough  subtle diplo- 
matic manipulations. Truman and d t t l e e  did put  
the pressure on India as desired by Pakistan,  by 
urging upon the  Indian Pr ima Minister Pt. Xehru  to 
accept arbitration over the  Kashmir issue. Indirect  
pressure is also being put by her on India by picking 
up new quarrels about such question as r iver water  
in the  Punjab and by adopting aggresively unre- 
asonable att l tude toward t h e  question of the  
Evacuee Property and of t h e  Hindus s t i l l  remaining 
in Pakistan.  

The att i tude of t he  Government of India has  also 
undergone a l i t t le change as signified by their  firm 
rejection of t he  Truman-Attlee suggestions abbut 
arbitration. P t .  Nehru seems t o  have realized t h e  
foIly of harping upon the  offer of plebiscite in  face 

of the aggressive propaganda and behariour  of 
Pak i s tm  and has begun to  take a more realistic view 
of t h e  problem. H e  has come to  t he  conclusion t h a t  
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war, stalemate o r  mediation could be t h e  only th ree  
ways of solving the  Kashmir problem. H e  is opposed 
to war and would t r y  to avoid i t  a t  any  cost so  f a r  
as it lies in  his  power. H e  favours mediation and 
would even prefer long period of stalemate, w i t h  
all t he  economic burden on the  Indian exchequer 
and suspense and worry for the  people of t h e  
s t a t e  which  i t  is bound to entail, if t ha t  could 
avoid war.  . But  i t  is doubtful if his  desire for  
peaceful solution would be gratified by Pakis tan  
whose top-ranking leaders have openly been 
preaching Jehad  against  Hindus of India and 
declaring that not  only every inch of Kashmir would 
be reconquered but  also every inch of t h e  res t  of 
India as well. F i r s t  Kashmir,  then Patiala and then 
Delhi and beyond is t h e  popular slogan in Pakis tan  
today. 

T h e  U. N. C. I. P. has  been enjoying t h e  bracing 
climate of Kashmir  and Switzerland all these 
months. I t  has presented its new report  on 
Kashrnir to  the Secur i ty  -Council  of the  U. N. 0. 
shor t ly .  It provides t h e  two power-blocks 
another opportuni ty  to  s i t  on judgement on the  
country of Mahatma Gandhi  for  having violated the  
principles of non-violance by resisting t h e  Pakis tani  
aggression by force of arms. Both Abrahim and 
Sheikh Abdullah h a v e  reached Lake  Success to  
press t h e i r  claims on the  land which really belongs 
to ne i ther  of them. Nei ther  the Maharaja who  is  
s t i l l  ' t h e  ruler  and head of t h e  State, in fiction a t  



least, nor the  people in  whose name both of them 
will speak, would come in  t he  picture, because the 
people as such  remain as good chattels as before, 
with the only difference t h a t  their  new lords keep 
their swords covered wi th  high-sounding ideologies 
and deep cut t ing  slogans. 

The interests of t he  Bri t ish and the  Americans 
who are t h e  real arbiters, demand tha t  they shoultl 
keep both t h e  parties well humoured. America 
has humoured Pt. Nehru  by giving a great  welcome 
to him but  has also kept  t h e  Muslim world well in 
hand by giving a grea ter  welcome to  Shah of I r a n  
andi s preparing f o r  giving a similar reception to  
Liaqat Ali as well. The  British listened to  Pt. 
Nehru o n  Kashmir wi th  patience when h e  l t s t  
visited London only to give greater  publicity to  
Abrahim, t h e  Fresident  of t h e  Azad Kashmir 
Government, by invit ing him to  speak on the  same 
topic on t h e  B. B. C. 

The situation inside t h e  State  has also not 
remained static. T h e  popular discontent especially 
in  t he  J ammu region against  t h e  oppressive and 
discriminatory policies of t h e  present regime conti- 
nued to grow till i t  burs t  out in  the form of a 

province-wide peacerul and non-violent Satyagraha 
against t h e  Government. Hundreds of young and 
old nd  women, coming from every s t ra ta  of 
society courted imprisonment and underwent terrible 
suffering to draw the attention of the  public and of 
the  Government of India to  t h e i r  genuine grievances. 



Sheikh Abdullah's Government in its treatment of 
t h e  Satvagrahis proved tha t  the  intoxication of 
power in the caseo of upstarts, with narrow minds, 
can be more dangerous than the  tyrannical use of 
power by autocrats. The  cruelties perpetrated by 
t h e  popular Government of Kashmir on men and 
women satyagrahis in Jammu put  to shame, as a n  
old police officer of the State  told the  present 
writer,  the worst oppression of the old regime. 
Even the Home Ninister of t h e  State, Bakshi Gulam 
Mohammed, did not lag behind the  police in beating 
t h e  Sitj-agrahis with his own hands. This naturally 
strengthened the movement which began to spread 

in the interior and 'might  have taken a dangerous 
tu rn  if it  had not been withdrawn b y  the Praja  
Parishad lesders on the  advice of some Indian 
lesders, in the wider interests of the  country. The  
State  Gotcernment too has become a bit wiser and 
has released the  popular leaders, like Pt. Prem 
Nath Dogra. But some others like Thakur Dhan- 
wantar Singh M L.A. ,  Pt. Makhan La1 and Pt. 
Niranjin Xath hove undergone a longer period of 

detention without trial. 
Though peace prevails in  t he  State today, yet  t he  

dissatisfaction of the  people of Jammu with t h e  
present regime continues. The  result is tha t  the de- 
mand for separation from the  State and for merger 
with the Dogra parts uf the East  Punjab has begun 
to gain ground in the  Jammu region. ' 

The Ladakhis are equally distress03 and 



dissatisfied. The i r  experiences of the  Pakistanis and 
of the  Kashmir  Administration has scared them so 
much t h a t  dur ing  t h e  last few months they have 
repeatedly d rawn the  attention of t he  Indian 
Government to  the i r  request to be taken under 
direct Indian  control.  

T h e  new Indian constitution has treated Jammu 
and Kashmir S ta te  as  a class apart  from o ther  Pro- 
vinces and States  consti tuting t h e  Indian Union. Its 
accession to India  has been recognized only in 
respect of defence, foreign affairs and commu- 
nications. In  respect of all other matters Kashrnir 
is treated as  an Independent State and i t  has  been 
expressly laid down that  Indian jurisdiction over 
the  Sta te  except  i n  regard to the  above-mentioned 
three subjects can h e  extended only wi th  t h e  con- 
sent  of t h e  Consti tuent Assembly of the  State  which 
is still  to  be born. It is a concession to  Sheikh 
Abdullah's ambition to rnould the social, economic 
and political life of t h e  State on independent lines. 
H e  wants  t o  enjoy all the advantages of accession 
without i t s  responsibilities. This is not  to the liking 
of the  people of J a m m u  and Ladakh who want  closer 
relations and even merger with Bhzrat.  

But all  these internal  ~ n d  external derelopments 
in  the  Sta te  a r e  ult imately bound u p  wi th  t he  final 
decision about the  fu tu re  of the State.  The U. N.  C. 
I .  P. has submitted i ts  report and has suggested the 
appointment of a mediator with wide powers to .br ing 
India and Pak is tan  together on all unresolved issues. 



Nothing can be said about the w a y  the mediator 
would take up the  question. But i t  seems tha t  
history of the U. N. C I. P. will repeat itself in the 
activitieq of the mediator. The  Government of 
India are likely to accept t h e  mediation as Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru already put  forth such a 
proposal. Mediation or arbitration but i t  seems 
almost certain tha t  the  present defacto division 
of t he  State between India and Pakistan 
would be recognized wi th  a few changes in 
favour of Pakistan. It may recommend some sort 
of international control for Kashmir Valley and 
suggest some territorial concessions to Pakistan in 
the  Rajori Sector to add to her spoils in Kashmir. 
Whether  the Government of India would accept 
such a solution or reject i t  even a t  the  risk of 
renewal of war with Pakistan is a question which 
time alone can answer. For the time being, t he  
partition of the J a m m u  and Kashmir State seems 
to have been accepted as an accomplished fact. 
Kashmir divided has come as a c r ~ e l  but rather 
natural  consequence of India divided. 



APPENDICES 
APPENDIX I. 

Text of the letter addressed to Lord Mountbatten, the 
Governor General of India containing the decis;on of 

the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir Statei 
regarding accession of the State to India 

I 
with the concurrence of the popular I 

I leader of the State 

26th Oct. 1947. 

My d e a r  Lord Mountbatten, 
I have  to inform Tour  Excellency t h a t  a grave 

emergency has arisen in my S t ~ t e  and request 
immel ia te  assistance of F o u r  Government. 

As Your Escellency is aware the  State  of J a m m u  
and Kashmir  has  not  acceded to e i ther  the  
Dominion of India or  t o  Pakistan.  Geographically 
my Sta te  is contiguous to both the  Dominions. It 
has v i t d  ecnonlical and cultural links w i t h  both 
of them. Besides m y  S t ~ t e  has a c o m m o n  boundary 
with the Soviet Republics and China.  I n  the i r  
external ralations t he  Dominions o f  I n d i a  and 
P a k i s t ~ n  cannot ignore this fact .  

1 wanted to take time to decide to which 



Dominion I should accede, whether  i t  is not in the 
best interest of both t h e  Dominions and m y  State to 
stand independent, of course with friendly and 
cordial relations with both. 

I accc-dingly approached the  Dominions of India 
snd Pakistan to  enter into a stanrlstill agreement 
with my State. The  Pakist3.n Government accepted 
this arrangement. T h e  Dominion of India desired 
further discussion wi th  representatives of m y  

Government. I could not arrange this in view of the 
developments indicsted below. I n  f ~ c t  the Pakistan 
Government under t he  stands till agreement are 
operating Post and Telegraph system inside 
the  State. 

Though we have got a stand-still agreement with 
the Palcistan Government, tha t  Government 
permitted steady and increasing strangclation of 
supplies like food, salt and petrol to my  State. 

Afridis, soldiers in plain clothes, aud desperadoes, 
with modern weapons, have been allowed to infilter 
into the  State a t  f irst  in  Poonch ares, then in Sial- 
kot and finally in mass in the  area adjoining Hazara 
district on the  Ramkot side. The  result has been 
that the limited number of troops a t  t he  disposal of 

t h e  State had t o  be dispersed and thus had to face 
the enemy a t  several points simultaneously that  
it has become difficult to  stop t h e  wanton destruction 
of life and property and looting. The Mahoora 
Power House which supplies the electric current to 
the whole of Srinagar has  been burnt. The numbe- 



of women who  have heen kidnapped and raped makes 
my heart  bleed. The wild forces thus le t  loose on 
the State are  marching on wi th  t he  aim of capturing 
Srinagar, t h e  summer capital of m y  Government, 
as a f i r s t  s tep  to overrunning t h e  whole State.  

The  mass infiltration of tribesmen drawn from 
the  distant areas of the N. W. F. Province coming 
regularly in  motor t rucks using Mdnsehr-Muzaff- 
arabad road ancl fully armed wi th  up-to-date weapons 
cannot possibly be done without  the  knowledge of 
the  Provincial  Government of t he  5. \V. F. Province 
and t h e  Government of Pakistan.  I n  spite of repeated 
appeals nlade by  my Government no at tempt has 
been made to  check these raiders or stop them from 
coming to  my State. I n  f ac t  both t h e  Pakistan 
Radio and press have reported these occurrencup. 
T h e  Pakis tan  Radio even put  out a s tory  tha t  a 

provisional Government  has been set  up in  Kashmir. 
The people of lny S ta t e  both t h e  Muslims and non- 
Muslims generally have t t k e n  no par t  a t  all. 

With t h e  conditions obtaining a t  present  in  my 
State  and the  great  emergency of the  situation as 
it exists I have no option bil t to  ask for  help from 
the  Indian Dominion. Naturally t hey  cannot  send 
the  help  asked for  by me without  my Sta te  acceding 
to  t he  Dominion of India. I have  accordingly decided 
to do so and I attach the Ins t rument  of Accession 
fo r  acceptance by your Government.  T h e  other 
alternative is to leave my  Sta te  and m y  people to 
freebooters. On th is  basis no  civilised Government 



can exist or be maintained. This alternative I will 
never allow to happen so long as I am the  Ruler of 
the State and I have life to defend my country. 

I m a y  also inform Your Excellency's Government 
tha t  i t  is my intention a t  once to set  up an Interim 
Government and ask Sheikh Abdullah to carry the  
responsibilities in  this emergency w i t h m y  Prime 
Minister. 

If my State has to be saved immediate assistance 
must be available at  Srinagar. Mr. Menon is fully 
aware of the situation and he  will explain to you if 
fur ther  explanation is needed. 

I n  haste and with kindest regards. 
I 

Sd. Hari  Singh. i 



APPENDIX 11. 

,x t racts  from t h e  Resolution passed and speeches 
le a t  the  Convention of t h e  National Conference 

.Id a t  Srinagar on t h e  12th of October, 1948. 

( L . . .  ... In  these circumstances this convention 
therefore confirms the  provisional accesion of the 
State  w i th  India. It fu r ther  pledges its fullest 
support  to  the  final acceession to India on the basis 
of Kew Kashmir, t h e  realisation of which will be 
our first and foremost task". 

Speech of Maulana Mohamr .d Saeed, General 
Secretary of t h e  Kashmir National Conference:- 

"The time has come now when Kashmir should 
bold 1 y and uhequivocally declare for  final accession 
t o  India. The State  of hesitation and uncertainty was 
unfair  to  their  friends and a boon to  their  enemies". 



APPENDIX 111. 

Resolution passed by the Working Committee of the Jammu 
Praja Parishad in its meeting held at Jammu 

on 20th of May, 1949. 

The  Jammu Praja Parishad reiterates i ts  con- 
sidered opinion thct the full and unconditional 
accession of the  Jammu and Kashmir State to  India 
alone can ensure social progress, material prosperity 
and political security to t he  people of Jammu, 
Kashmir and other parts of th is  heterogeneous 
State. To  the people of Jammu who are  a distinct 
people inhabiting a distinct and well defined home- 
land from Pathankot to the  Banihal Pass  t h e  idea 
of an independent States for t he  Jammu and Kashmir 
State  outside India is as repugnant as t h a t  of joining 
Pakistan because their best interests demand 
closer ties with India and particularly with its 
Dogri-speaking belt  consisting of the  Himachal 
Pradesh, and the districts of Kangra, Roshiarpur and 
Gurdaspur in the  East Punjab. The  Parishad there- 
fore wants to make it clear to  t h e  Government of 



India that  the  future of t he  J ammu and Kashmir 
State and particularly of its J a m m u  region should not 
be decided over  t he  heild of and against the declared 
wishes of its people. Any such decision would be 
resisted by the  Pra ja  Parishad .by all poeeible 
means. 



APPENDIX IV. 
Memorandum Submitted by Shri Chhewang Rigzin, 

President Buddhist Association Ladakh to the 
Prime Minister of India on behalf of 

the People of Ladakh. 
.1 Sir, 

On the  eve of the grant of responsible Govern- 
ment to the people of Kashmir by the  Maharaja, we 

t h e  Budhhists of Ladakh and adjoining areas presen- 
ted  to  him through our representatives in the  Praja 
Sabha a memorial, a copy of which was submitted to 
you for  your information and consideration. This 
memorial, which was prompted by our apprehen- 
sions for our future, based on our bi t ter  experience 
of nearly a century and a quarter, embodied the 
following proposals : - 

1. That  h e  should govern us directly through 
legislative and administrative machinery, proposals 
for which would be submitted by us at his command. 

2. That  our homeland amalgamated with the 
Hindu-majority parts of Jammu should form a sepa- 
ra te  province in which adequate safe-guards should 
be provided for our distinctive rights and interests. 

. . .  



3. That  we should be permitted to  join East 
Punjab. 

4. T h a t  we should be  permitted to  re-unite 
politically with Tibet  of which land we form part  
and parcel for all purposes bu t  political. 

Proposal ( 1 ) originated in  our respect for t h e  
obligation we owed to  t h e  ruler in  view of t he  rela- 
tion which bound us to h im from the  day of the con- 
quest of our  land by h is  great-grand-father. 

Proposal ( 2 ) emanated from the  fact  tha t  we 
desired to see nothing more  of the zdministratore 

Kashmir, who had mos t l ~  governed us during 
the  past to  our u t ter  ruin, tha t  our caltural kinship 
with t h e  l i indus  enconraged us to expect a sympa- 
thet ic  regard for our interests  and an cssured f u t u ~ e  
in a Hindu-majority province. and finally that  
historical causes bound us  to  the  people of Jammu 
and not to  those of Kashmir,  for it wzs t h e  Jammu 
Dogras who  conquered Ladakh for Xaharaja  Gulab 
Singh in  1834, whi le  Kashmir came into his 
possession in 1846, twelve years latter.  

All things considered, however, proposals No. 1 
and 2 were concessions t o  t reaty obligations imposed 
on us by the  Dogra conquest while proposal No. 3 
which would come in to  force on the  failure of ( 1 ) 
and ( 2 ) was put forward because i t  is t he  only 
panacea for  all our ills, t h e  only guarantee for  our 
fu tu re  progress and development 

No. 4 was a proprsal of despair, f o r  though w e  
are in  and of Tibet, t h e  political and economic system: 



of t ha t  land-our racial and spiritual home-are too 
archaic, antiquated and unprogressive to sui t  us. W e  
ra ther  wish tha t  India should exert  he r  wholesome 
influence in the  political and economic fields on h e r  
( Tibet ) a t  t he  present day even as she  shaped and 
moulded her  spiritual and cultural l i fe  in ancient 
times. 

T h e  llzharajadhiraj has so far vouchsafed to  us 
no reply and m e  have taken this silenceof His High- 
ngss to imply t he  relinquishment by him of his 
position 3s a party in respect of proposals ( 1 ) 2nd 
( 9 ) ,  a tac i t  recognition of our r ight  to choose our path 
indepencent of him. We have given most anxious 
thought  to this grave problem and after mature 
delibercrion 'arrived a t  the decision tha t  we should 
straighrrrag merge with India. 

Tha t  me h a r e  the right to determine our own 
fu ture  spart  from other communities and people 
inhabiting the  s t a b  and that  we cannot be affected 
by t h e  result of the  forthcoming p!ebiscite in  t h e  
event  of its being favourable to Pakistan is evident 
from the following facts:- 

( 1 ) We are a separate nation by all the  tests- 
race, language, religion, culture-determining na- 

. tionality. The only link connecting us with the  
o ther  people of the State being t h e  bond of common 
ruler.  If rhe Indian National Congress could persuade 
itself to recongnise the Muslims of India as a sepa- 
ra te  nation although they had so much in common 
wi th  the  other elements of the  Indian population the 



Government of India  should have no hasitation in 
recognising what  is patent  and incontrovertible 
fact  in our  case. 

( '7 ) Sheikh Mohammad Abdulla built up his 
case on the  validity of t he  Treaty of Amritsar. 
This t reaty bears upon t h e  terr i tory of Keshnlir 
only so while t h e  ru ler  has  consented to t he  transfer 
of his sovereign power i n  favour of all his people. 
S. Mohanlmad Abdulls and the  people of Kashmir 
can, through this t ransference,  manage the  affairs 
of their  country as they  will. But  they have not  the 
Power to  appropriate against  their will s people, a 
separate nation, whom a separate treaty-the result 
of the war  of 1834 twelve years anterior to  t h e  treaty 
of Amritsar-bound to t he  ruler in  a special relation- 
ship, in which,  the people of Rashrnir, who-came into 
t h e  picture later, naturally,  did not  f igure a t  all. 

( 3 ) The r igh t  of self-determination claimed by 
us cannot be claimed wi th  equal force by the  people 
of Baltisxan including Skardu and parts  of Kargil 
tehsils predominantly peopled by Muslims, as they 
are  connected by ties i f  religion wi th  t he  majority 
community i n  Jammu & Kashmir, nor  by t h e  people 
of Gilgit who came under ' ~ o ~ r a  rule through con- 
quest ai ter  t h e  annexation of Kashmir and whom not 
only identi ty of religion but  of race as well binds to 

I .  

t h e  majority community . t of J a m m u  & Kashrnir. 
It may be added tha t  'at the t ime of the conquest of 
Ladakh by Zorawar Singh, t he  ent i re  area comprised 
under the ~ e h s i ' l s  o f ' l e h  and Kargil acknowledged . , * .  ' 1  - . - 1 .  . 



t h e  suzerainity of our Raja, while Baltistan had 
several rajas of its own. 

I n  case t h e  result of the plebiscite is favourable 
to India, we simply go a step fur ther  than 
othes people of the State in seeking a closer l~n ion  
wi th  that  great country and in case i t  is otherwise; 
our  verdict stands clear and unchallengahle. When  
we have decided to cut  ourselves a s u ~ d e r  from the  
State  itself, the  question of our forming part  of 
Pakistan cannot arise a t  all. 

W e  have indeed made up our minds t o  join India; 
but  what  is our decision worth w t i l  India is prepared 
to  accept i t  ? We certainly make the  offer for our 
own advantage; we see in our merger with India the 
only hope of our salvation. But India. too, will not  
be loser by this arrangement. The Tehsil of Leh 
alone covers 23,000 Sq. miles and, if w e  add to i t  t h e  
o ther  areas predominantly inhabited by Boudhs, viz. 
Zanskar, Bodhkharbo, Mulbek, Fukar ,  Darcik Garcon, 
in  Kargil Tehsil and Padar in Kishtwar, t he  total 
acquisition of terri tory to India will not probably 
measure less than 33,000 Sq. miles. I t  is true that 
t he  whole of this area is undeveloped and most  of 
it i t  present barren. But it must also be  remember- 
ed t h a t  its economic potentialities are  tremendous 
and in the  hands of a great country like India it  is 
bound to be transformed into a smiling garden and 
a source of immense wealth and power. Its strategic 
and commercial importance too cannot be under- 
rated. The  Tehsil of Leh has Tibet and China among 

I 



its neighbours and the  town of Leh  is the  nerve 
cen t re  of Central  Asian trade. 

The  Brit ish Indian Government took Gilgit on 
lease from the  Maharaja for military reasons for no 
consideration in return.  The Indian Government has 
already incurred an expense of crores of rupees 
fo r  t he  protection of Kashmir, not  to  speak of the  
grea t  sacrifice of militsrv personnel which the 
process has  involved. It is clearly impossible for 
Keshmir to  liquidete ihis colossal debt which is 
daily growing in magnitude. Would this not be an 
additional reason for India to take over the  Buddhist 
homelands hereby offered by the  Buddhists them- 
selves for  i t s  acceptance? Though our r ight  of self- 
determination stands intrinsically unassailable, we 
a re  willing to be considered as t he  instrument of 
retlemption of t h e  people of Kashmir, heretofore 
our  fellow citizens. if t h i r  purpose can be automati- 
cally served by  India's ~ c c e p t a n c e  of our offer. 

There  is nothing in our offer which is in  any 
way incompatible with the high idealism which 
characterises India's international policy. We 
might  even say  in positire terms tha t  i t  is psrfectlg 
consistent w i th  it, for has not  India repeatedly 
declared t h a t  i t  stands for the  r ight  of self-determi- 
nation for all  nations, and are we not a nation whose 

b 

r igh t  of self-determination i t  should uphold and td - 
'whom i t  should extend the protection it seeks ? 

Tibet is a cultural  daughter of India and we of 
lesser Tibet seek the bosom of t ha t  gracious mother 



to receive more nutr iment  for  growth to our  ful l  
s ta ture  in every way. She  h a s  given us w h a t  we 
prize above all other things-our religion and cul ture  
and i t  is t h e  experience of having been the  recipie- 
nts of such precious gifts which encourages us to  
ask for more. The Asoka wheel  on he r  flag--symbol 
of for  all humanity and her concern for  
h e r  cultural  children-calls us  irresis tably. Wil l  t h e  
great  mother  refuse to  take  to he r  arms one of her 
weakest  and most forlorn and distressedchildren- 

child whom filial love impels to respond to the  
c a l l  ? 

Sir, the  absence of a reply t a  our p r e ~ i o u s  refeye- , 

nces on the  subject of our fu tu re  has depressed'us 
greatly. We beseech you wi th  all earnestness t,o 

be so  kind as to couchsafe a line in repiy t o  this  our 
last prayer on t h e  subject. 

Before we close, we wish t o  make i t  clear t h a t  
our  desire to  be absorbed in to  t h e  bocir politic of 
India does not  imply any  reflection on t h e  present  
National Government of Kashmir.  Far from it, 
w e  have no hesitation t o  say tha t  vre have ful l  
confidence in  the-present  P r i m e  Minister, S. Moham- 
ad Abdullah. The  s tep  w e  have taken has been 
dictated solely by t h e  ins t inc t  of self-preservation 
which governs all men and nations alike. as also by  
:he desire to find swiftly deliverance from the  misery. 

..palor and stagnation in  which  we have been s u n k  
:'or generations past. 



APPENDIX V. 

3rd Interim Report of the U. N. C. I. P. 
The TJ. . Kashnlir  Commission submitted i ts  

third interim report to the U. N. Security Council 
in  the second of December 1949. The  report 
contains t h e  foilowing suggestions and recommen- 
dations. :- 

1. The  Security Council should replace the  5 man 
comnlission by  one person wi th  "broad authori ty  to 

L L bring India and Pakistan together  on all unresolved 
issues". 

2.  The Council should consult with represen- 
tatives of India and Pakistan to  arr ive a t  terms of 
reference for  its representative-including consulta- 
tion regarding the scope of h is  authority to  settle 
eventually by arbitration those issues involred in  the 
demilitarisation of t h e  State of Janlmu and Kashmir 
as may remain outstanding, which impede the 
creation of conditions for t,he plebiscite". 

3. Securi ty  Council should ask both India and 
6 6 Pakistan to take all necessary precautions to  

secure that  their  agreements regarding the cease- 
fire be faithfully observed". 



4. Both governments should be requested to , 

.itain from any measure liable to augment tension 
:he State of J a m m u  and Kashmir pending the 
1 sett lement of the future of the State." 

Arbitration Suggested. 

F u r t h e r  on the report Pays "Since t h e  Govern- 
ment  of Pakistan accepted the  suggestion tha t  the 
issues relating to  the truce be settled bymarbitration 
and t h e  Government of India has stated t h a t  i t  does 
not object to  the principle of arbitration as provided 
for  in  the  charter,  further consideration be given to 
the  use of this procedure." 

The  three main problems in the dispute hare 
been enumerated by the report as:- 

1. Disposal of the "Azad" Kashmir forces. 

2. Withdrawal of Indian and Pakistan regular-  
forces from the state. 

3. The  question of northern areas of Baltistan. 
and Buni-Pass. 

The Azad Forces. 

T h e  report  admits that  "the Azad Forces now 
have a s t rength  which changes the  military situation 
and. to t h a t  extent makes the  withdrawal of forces 
particularly those of India a far more difficult 
matter to  arrange within a structure which cbnsid- 
ered only t h e  regular forces of the  two armies." 

Limited arbitration and not  aediat ion on the 
whole issue. 



T h e  gist, of the report  is tha t  t h e  issues-. 

need to be settled before plebiscite can be held .be 
through single representative or  a one- 

Jnan comnlision of the U. N. The designation o' 
t h a t  representative has not been defined. H e  mig 7 I 

be called arbitrator as well as mediator. 
T h e  ult imate decision 'has been left to  the  plebi 

scite. The  stand of India t ha t  Pakistan has no locl- 
s t sndi  in Pakistan is no t  accepted. Ra ther  Pskis t r .  ' 

has  been put  on equal footing wi th  India. O r  
of t h e  members of the  Commission-the nominee 
Belgium--has even protested against t he  represen* ts  

. . 
tion given to Kashmir in t h e  Indian Constitue) 111 

d 

Assembly. r t  
n- On the  whole the  report  has maintained a ba lm 

between India and Paliist_tn both of whom 1111: 
rn 

look to  the  U.N. which in effect means t h e  Ang 
to 

U. S. Block for the  fulfilment of the i r  object: 
in Kashmir.  

ld 
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